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1. In retrospect, taking into view the massive damage on buildings, food & water supplies and 

giving consideration to the numbers of elderly, women and children killed in the onslaught on 

Gaza, do you condemn the over handed action by the Israeli Defence Force? 

 

I condemn the killing of innocent civilians under any circumstances. Shadow Foreign Secretary 

William Hague has repeatedly raised the plight of Gaza’s civilian in the House of Commons. He 

has pointed out that due to the closure of Gaza the British Government had not been able to 

spend a single pound of the £20 million set aside for rebuilding homes in Gaza, a year after the 

end of the conflict. This is a tragedy for ordinary Palestinians and a situation that, despite Israel’s 

legitimate concerns, is certain to undermine further the prospects for a two-state solution to the 

Israeli-Palestinian conflict.    

We believe that it is absolutely vital that there is unrestricted access into Gaza for food, 

humanitarian supplies and materials needed to restore key infrastructure and have supported 

the Government in the representations it has made to the Israeli government on this subject. 

The Conservative Party does not support the closure of Gaza and raises this with Israeli 

diplomats and politicians on many occasions.   

 

2. On the back of recent oppressive decisions on what women can or cannot wear, do you support 

a women’s right to dress in a manner & attire as she wishes? 

 

I support a woman's right to dress in whatever way she pleases- the only exception I would 

make is where her face requires identification, ie at an airport, in a bank or for a driving licence/ 

passport etc. 

 

3. Do you feel all possible diplomatic means should be exhausted in situations or areas of possible 

dispute or conflict? To what extent would you pursue this? 

 

I feel strongly that diplomatic means should be employed in areas of conflict. I would pursue this 

to the point where it was obvious that diplomatic means had failed 

 

4. Where there is a need, would you support planning applications for religious education & prayer 

facilities? Have you ever had cause to not support or refuse any faith school applications? 

 

I would view all planning applications within the context of planning guidance and planning 

policy. I have actively supported and helped secure permission for a local Islamic Centre where I 

live by helping the applicants deal with possible reasons for refusal. 
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5. Would you lend your support to faith groups to have facilities in place for provision of religious 

slaughter of food (Halaal or Kosher)? 

 

Yes 

 

6. At this time of economic austerity and the significant budget deficit, exactly where would you 

affect cuts in public spending and how deep would such cuts be? 

 

I would expect cuts to come in the form of the cost of Whitehall and other bureaucratic costs. 

Exactly where they would lie is difficult for me to say. 

 

7. What long term policies do you have to deal with the demands of the provision of care and 

support services for the elderly? 

 

The Conservatives are determined that people in their old age will no longer have to sell their 

homes to pay for residential care. A Conservative Government will introduce a Home Protection 

Scheme, a voluntary insurance programme to allow people – for a one off £8,000 payment – to 

make sure they never have to sell their home to pay for residential care. Under Conservative 

proposals, older people will no longer be obliged to purchase an annuity at 75. 

 

8. What do you think should be done to ensure that any counter-terrorism and security measures 

are proportionate, reasonable and non-discriminatory? 

 

I think that counter terrorism measures, in particular measures like 'preventing violent 

extremism' have had the completely opposite effect, causing free speech and debate to be 

stifled and by its very language it is antagonistic. 

 

9. Do you feel that MPs should be entitled to claim parliamentary privilege when it comes to their 

expense claims?  

 

No 

 

10. Do you acknowledge that our current incitement legislation is insufficient to protect minority 

communities? If so, what changes would you propose?  

 

Yes and I would say that where the basic philosophy of a person or organisation is to incite 

hatred against faith communities, then there should be some scope legally for that to be 

considered in a possible prosecution- a good example would be where the BNP used the excuse 

of 'free speech' to escape their true intentions.  

 

11. Muslim communities are often misrepresented in the press. What legislative or regulatory 

changes would you introduce to prevent this?  

 

While I strongly believe in freedom of speech in the press, I feel that their language and 

comments are often irresponsible and seek to stereotype certain faiths and communities. I feel 

that the language and attitude of the press needs to change, rather than seeking to legislate- 

legislation often leads to the unintended consequences described in 8. 
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12. In the light of the war in Afghanistan and military activities in other countries, in which direction 

would you take your future foreign policy? 

 

I think that a future Government needs to completely review our military presence in the 

various countries where we are involved, including Afghanistan. In particular, I think that a 

future Government should be very clear about why we send in a military presence and more 

importantly, plan its exit. Afghanistan has seen some bloody and protracted conflicts in the past 

and now (the Russians having spent 10 years there) and a planned and timed withdrawal should 

be the priority of the next Government. 

 

13. What is your parties’ view of a sensible immigration policy? 

 

The Conservative's view on immigration is that this country cannot sustain the projected 

population increase to 70m by 2020 and that immigration needs to be controlled, from 

hundreds of thousands of people every year to tens of thousands. 

 

14. What is your strategy to raise educational attainments in our schools? 

 

I believe that discipline, respect and the quality of education need to be increased in schools and 

that faith schools should be better recognised for the quality of education they provide. 

 

15. What is the single value or principle that sets your party and its policies apart from the others? 

 

Freedom 

 


