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1. In retrospect, taking into view the massive damage on buildings, food & water supplies and 

giving consideration to the numbers of elderly, women and children killed in the onslaught on 

Gaza, do you condemn the over handed action by the Israeli Defence Force? 

 

Wars and battles should not affect the ordinary citizens of a country to any real life threatening 

degree.  More and more conflicts have resulted in that happening, over many decades and Gaza 

has been no exception.    

 

2. On the back of recent oppressive decisions on what women can or cannot wear, do you support 

a women’s right to dress in a manner & attire as she wishes? 

 

Are we talking about a burkha or a miniskirt?  There are often boundaries set by social mores, 

but these are often too restrictive.  Women need to be given the freedom to express themselves 

and feel safe as a result, which is often not the case.     

 

3. Do you feel all possible diplomatic means should be exhausted in situations or areas of possible 

dispute or conflict? To what extent would you pursue this? 

 

I grew up with a keen interest in the Northern Ireland conflict.  After many deaths, only 

diplomacy has brought about any results there.  People need to live with freedom and harmony.  

In Gaza, a similar path need to be trod.  The same is possibly true in most disputed territories.   

 

4. Where there is a need, would you support planning applications for religious education & prayer 

facilities? Have you ever had cause to not support or refuse any faith school applications? 

 

There is an Islamic school in my Council ward in Manchester.  There negative impact on the 

community around them is negligible, bar parking at pick up times, but that is a problem outside 

all schools.  

 

5. Would you lend your support to faith groups to have facilities in place for provision of religious 

slaughter of food (Halaal or Kosher)? 

 

If faith groups are carrying out such slaughter they must,  in my mind, take every measure to 

reduce the suffering in accordance with current guidance.  There is a lot of disputed evidence in 

this field, but as much consideration as possible should be given.  
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6. At this time of economic austerity and the significant budget deficit, exactly where would you 

affect cuts in public spending and how deep would such cuts be? 

 

There is a lot of government waste and sadly, there should have been long programmes of 

efficiencies.  The cuts that are likely to come will hurt and precisely because of this waste.  

Bureaucracy.  We spend vast sums auditing and creating league tables, much of which keeps 

some Council officers busy with just that for swathes of the year.  We need to protect and 

indeed invest in education.  That would almost be a gatekeeper policy.  Get children’s education 

right and you would reduce the need to spend in benefits, housing or policing because there 

would be a reduced need.  That would take at least a  decade to come to fruition, but it is key.  

The Lib Dems would invest an extra £21m in Bolton education.   

 

7. What long term policies do you have to deal with the demands of the provision of care and 

support services for the elderly? 

 

Free elderly care seems to be getting harder and harder to achieve.  The costs of the recent bill 

were astronomical, £670m per year.  It is important that we prepare as communities for this.  

There are many people who are willing and able to support the elderly and that could 

strengthen some of our communities.  Specialist care needs to be provided by the state, but 

ordinary support could transform our society.  

 

8. What do you think should be done to ensure that any counter-terrorism and security measures 

are proportionate, reasonable and non-discriminatory? 

 

There have been policing powers that for whatever reason have been used badly, such as stop 

and search.  We must not lose our civil liberties to terrorism.  There is 

more and more fear in society, gated communities, ID cards etc but this has been to our 

detriment.  The last ten years have eroded our civil liberties and we must begin taking steps to 

take our freedoms back.  

 

9. Do you feel that MPs should be entitled to claim parliamentary privilege when it comes to their 

expense claims?  

 

No.    

 

10. Do you acknowledge that our current incitement legislation is insufficient to protect minority 

communities? If so, what changes would you propose?  

 

 

11. Muslim communities are often misrepresented in the press. What legislative or regulatory 

changes would you introduce to prevent this?  

 

Is anybody well represented by the press, except journalists and JLS?  Politicians are conniving 

thieves, our streets are populated by feral youths, all our sportsmen should be banned from 

using mobile phones.  What rules could improve the situation.  People buy fear and buy into 

fear.  It is this fear that is the key to everything.  And the 
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only way you can conquer it is to make stronger communities.  The place to change this is 

Halliwell & Crompton, not the Old Bailey.   

 

 

 

12. In the light of the war in Afghanistan and military activities in other countries, in which direction 

would you take your future foreign policy? 

 

We have fought constant wars since 1998.  Kosovo, Sierra Leone, Iraq, Afghanistan.  This is not 

normal and is not the way to go.  There is still a big divide between first world and third world as 

evidenced at the Copenhagen Climate Change conference.  Use climate change to build an 

ethical foreign policy.  One particular issue that annoys me is roads and infrastructure.  Nigeria 

has some of the worst roads in the world, but if it dealt with this and the corruption that is part 

of it, they would be a beacon for Africa.    

 

13. What is your parties’ view of a sensible immigration policy? 

 

There are immigrants and emigrants.  My children have the option of working anywhere in  

Europe with very little impediment and 2M Brits do just that.  I am not convinced we have 

reached or will reach breaking point.  There could better management of influxes of population.  

Despite perception, most immigrants are settling in the South East. Bolton could be setting up 

trade links with Poland, Romania, India or Pakistan right now to tap into the opportunity 

immigrants bring, but it is not.    

 

14. What is your strategy to raise educational attainments in our schools? 

 

We have developed a scheme called the Pupil Premium.  This has the same name as a 

Conservative policy, but promises an extra £21M for Bolton schools.  We aim to reduce class 

sizes to 15 and to create more mixed class rooms and not leave some pupils in sink classes. This 

impact on Key Stage 1 children will flow through the system. Raise a child’s aspiration by 7 and it 

will stay high.  Keep it low, and it will be very difficult to change that later.  

 

15. What is the single value or principle that sets your party and its policies apart from the others? 

 

Small state People should be left to decide what is best for themselves and their family; not be 

told what’s best for them! 

 


