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1. In retrospect, taking into view the massive damage on buildings, food & water supplies and 

giving consideration to the numbers of elderly, women and children killed in the onslaught on 

Gaza, do you condemn the over handed action by the Israeli Defence Force? 

 

Yes 

 

2. On the back of recent oppressive decisions on what women can or cannot wear, do you support 

a women’s right to dress in a manner & attire as she wishes? 

 

Yes 

 

3. Do you feel all possible diplomatic means should be exhausted in situations or areas of possible 

dispute or conflict? To what extent would you pursue this? 

 

Yes.  Any sort of violence has to be absolutely the last resort.  We should explore every other 

avenue.  In every conflict it's the innocent who suffer and we should therefore do everything 

possible to avoid violence. 

 

4. Where there is a need, would you support planning applications for religious education & prayer 

facilities? Have you ever had cause to not support or refuse any faith school applications? 

 

Subject to all the usual considerations associated with planning applications (e.g. traffic, effect 

on environment/neighbours, etc. etc.), I would support planning applications for religious 

education and prayer facilities. 

No 

 

5. Would you lend your support to faith groups to have facilities in place for provision of religious 

slaughter of food (Halaal or Kosher)? 

 

Yes 

 

6. At this time of economic austerity and the significant budget deficit, exactly where would you 

affect cuts in public spending and how deep would such cuts be? 
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We have to protect schools, hospitals and the police and ensure that any cuts in expenditure do 

not affect our economic recovery.  Although some cuts are inevitable these should be in low 

priority areas.  We have to grow our way out of recovery, not cut and make unemployment 

worse or run the risk of a double-dip recession. 

 

7. What long term policies do you have to deal with the demands of the provision of care and 

support services for the elderly? 

 

Labour is committed to providing care at home for those who need it most and are looking for 

solutions for those who need residential care.  I will campaign for more support for carers and 

for the elderly. 

 

8. What do you think should be done to ensure that any counter-terrorism and security measures 

are proportionate, reasonable and non-discriminatory? 

 

We need to closely monitor the way that the anti-terrorism legislation is enacted to ensure that 

the responses are appropriate and take action where they are not.  We must not use anti-

terrorism legislation as an excuse to discriminate. 

 

9. Do you feel that MPs should be entitled to claim parliamentary privilege when it comes to their 

expense claims?  

 

No 

 

10. Do you acknowledge that our current incitement legislation is insufficient to protect minority 

communities? If so, what changes would you propose?  

 

If so, what changes would you propose?  I have not seen any evidence which makes me believe 

the current legislation is insufficient.  I do believe we have an issue with its implementation and 

therefore need to produce better guidelines and to monitor use of the legislation. 

 

11. Muslim communities are often misrepresented in the press. What legislative or regulatory 

changes would you introduce to prevent this?  

 

Freedom of the press is an essential element of a free and democratic society.  Therefore I 

believe the route should be to make claims of libel simpler to make and that corrections and 

retractions should have the same prominence as the original article. 

 

12. In the light of the war in Afghanistan and military activities in other countries, in which direction 

would you take your future foreign policy? 

 

Any sort of violence has to be absolutely the last resort.  We should explore every other avenue.  

In every conflict it's the innocent who suffer and we should therefore do everything possible to 

avoid violence. 

 

13. What is your parties’ view of a sensible immigration policy? 
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To ensure we have community cohesion we need an immigration system that is not only fair, 

but seen to be fair to all parts of our community. 

Labour is commited to a fair immigration system.  We've introduced an Australian style points 

based immigration system.  In addition, skilled jobs must be advertised for 4 weeks before 

employers can bring in someone from outside and currently the door is closed to new unskilled 

workers.  Finally, people who have a right to be here have to earn their right to citizenship by 

learning English, paying tax and obeying the law. 

 

14. What is your strategy to raise educational attainments in our schools? 

 

Continued investment in teachers, classroom support, buildings and equipment.  Individual 

learning plans for all shildren to ensure they reach their full potential. 

 

15. What is the single value or principle that sets your party and its policies apart from the others? 

 

For the many not the few. 


