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1. In retrospect, taking into view the massive damage on buildings, food & water supplies and 

giving consideration to the numbers of elderly, women and children killed in the onslaught on 

Gaza, do you condemn the over handed action by the Israeli Defence Force? 

 

The actions of the Israeli Defence Force were illegal, as they constituted collective punishment 

without regard to civilian casualties.  In my view, those responsible should be prosecuted. 

 

2. On the back of recent oppressive decisions on what women can or cannot wear, do you support 

a women’s right to dress in a manner & attire as she wishes? 

 

What people choose to wear is no business of the Government.  It is over 500 years since laws 

which specified what people were allowed to wear (based on their wealth, occupations or titles) 

were abolished and nobody wishes to see those return!  If people wish to wear long sleeves, 

headscarves, turbans or any other clothing is entirely a matter for themselves.  What we wear 

and how we choose to wear it, however does have social implications with the people with 

whom we interact.  People who turn up for a job interview, for instance dressed as though 

they’re heading out for a Saturday night in Bolton Town Centre will not usually get the job 

(except in a very narrow range of employment). 

 

There are issues to consider, however when people dress in a way to hide their faces.  In  

Western culture, hiding one’s face is normally seen a very negative thing, the cultural symbolism 

is usually that of the robber, highwayman, people with something to hide, then there may be a 

social price to pay which the person who exercises their freedom to dress that way might need 

to consider.   

 

There are certain public-facing positions where covering one’s face is inappropriate.  Many 

people who have a degree of hearing loss need to lip read in order to take part in a 

conversation.  The right to cover one’s face can conflict with other rights, such as the right of a 

hearing-impaired person to access services.  A lot of communication is non-verbal and if 

somebody chooses to hide the subtle facial cues which clue somebody into whether or not they 

are giving offence for example then that again is an issue to be considered.  Everybody involved 

needs to accept the need for flexibility. 

 

If people are using photo-id (e.g. a bus pass) then they should be prepared to show they are the 

person entitled to use that photo-id upon request, just as people wearing motorcycle helmets 

may be asked to remove those to show that they are the correct person for their driving licence. 
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On the other side of the issue, it is important that women especially understand that it is their 

personal freedom to decide what to wear or not to wear, not a matter for their families to 

decide for them. 

 

3. Do you feel all possible diplomatic means should be exhausted in situations or areas of possible 

dispute or conflict? To what extent would you pursue this? 

 

Yes.  With all of my power.  I opposed the illegal war in Iraq and believe that people building 

futures together is always a better solution than war. 

 

4. Where there is a need, would you support planning applications for religious education & prayer 

facilities? Have you ever had cause to not support or refuse any faith school applications? 

 

Yes, provided that the plans submitted are appropriate for the vicinity.  Issues such as traffic, 

times of day and night that people access the facilities, whether a building’s architecture fits in 

with the surrounding area apply to all types of buildings and uses including religious facilities. 

 

I have never failed to support a faith school application, though personally I think it is best in the 

long run if children of all faiths (and none) go to school together and learn together rather than 

apart.  However parents should have a right to choose and I support that right. 

 

5. Would you lend your support to faith groups to have facilities in place for provision of religious 

slaughter of food (Halaal or Kosher)? 

 

Yes, provided that health and safety and hygiene rules are applied as strictly as for any other 

food preparation facilities and provided that all slaughtering is done properly by fully trained 

people. 

 

6. At this time of economic austerity and the significant budget deficit, exactly where would you 

affect cuts in public spending and how deep would such cuts be? 

 

I’d start by scrapping ID cards and the replacement for Trident. 

 

7. What long term policies do you have to deal with the demands of the provision of care and 

support services for the elderly? 

 

Liberal Democrat policy is to provide free personal care for elderly people, as helping people to 

be cared for in their own homes is very important.  The current economic crisis means that this 

cannot be fully brought in immediately, however we will take every opportunity to improve 

matters.  Similarly, we wish to address pensioner poverty.  Our proposals to raise the income tax 

threshold to £10,000 will lift many pensioners out of poverty as they will be able to keep more 

of their own pensions before taxation. 

 

8. What do you think should be done to ensure that any counter-terrorism and security measures 

are proportionate, reasonable and non-discriminatory? 
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I believe that the Government seems to be using the (real) threat of terrorism as an excuse to 

take away basic liberties which have taken Centuries to gain.  We lose our freedoms at our peril.  

The Liberal Democrats will repeal the legislation which has taken away basic human rights.  Laws 

should be proportionate and currently are not.  For instance, we opposed increasing the amount 

of time in which people can be held without charge and continue to do so. 

 

9. Do you feel that MPs should be entitled to claim parliamentary privilege when it comes to their 

expense claims?  

 

No.  They are paid by the public and should be accountable to the public for their claims.  Frauds 

should be treated the same as any other fraudsters. 

 

10. Do you acknowledge that our current incitement legislation is insufficient to protect minority 

communities? If so, what changes would you propose?  

 

I think that the current laws are adequate, the problem is that the current laws are not properly 

enforced.  Making more laws which won’t be enforced is not the answer. 

 

11. Muslim communities are often misrepresented in the press. What legislative or regulatory 

changes would you introduce to prevent this?  

 

I don’t think that regulation is needed as much as those communities need to be more pro-

active in using the current media systems to ensure that mainstream voices are heard.  Good 

engaging spokespeople who really do represent the mainstream thinking need to pro-actively 

put stories forwards. 

 

The press doesn’t need regulating as much as properly feeding on this, as the media are never 

terribly fair to any grouping if they think there’s a story in it. 

 

12. In the light of the war in Afghanistan and military activities in other countries, in which direction 

would you take your future foreign policy? 

 

In a considerably more peaceful one!  We need a disengagement strategy for Afghanistan for a 

start. 

 

13. What is your parties’ view of a sensible immigration policy? 

 

There are many people in the World with skills and talents which have in the past and will in the 

future bring great benefits to our economy and society.  We think that the criteria for people 

coming here should be transparent and open, with a prioritisation on skills.   

Liberal Democrats would take control of our borders and immediately reintroduce entry and exit 

checks. Our National Border Force would have the power of arrest. We will bring unscrupulous 

employers and people traffickers to justice. We will offer families who have been here for years 

and want to pay taxes a route to citizenship, provided they want to work, speak English and 

want to commit to the UK in the long term. We would also introduce a Regional Points-Based 

Immigration System to ensure that immigration is targeted on areas that are under-populated 

and want more immigration, like Scotland. 
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14. What is your strategy to raise educational attainments in our schools? 

We will invest in our schools.  We will cut class sizes, set teachers free to spend more time in the 

classroom and raise standards in every school with more money for things like one to one 

tuition and classes in the evenings.   The pupil premium will target help on the schools in poorer 

area to ensure that children in those areas are not left behind. 

For those youngsters leaving school, university is getting more and more expensive. To get a 

degree, young people are saddled with thousands of pounds of debt when it is tough enough to 

get a job, get on the housing ladder and make ends meet.  

Liberal Democrats are the only party which believes university education should be free and 

everyone who has the ability should be able to go to university and not be put off by the cost.  

15. What is the single value or principle that sets your party and its policies apart from the others? 

 

Fairness and freedom. 

 


