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1. In retrospect, taking into view the massive damage on buildings, food & water supplies and 

giving consideration to the numbers of elderly, women and children killed in the onslaught on 

Gaza, do you condemn the over handed action by the Israeli Defence Force? 

 

There is no need for retrospect; I've condemned the behaviour of the Israelis in Gaza from day 

one.  

 

2. On the back of recent oppressive decisions on what women can or cannot wear, do you support 

a women’s right to dress in a manner & attire as she wishes? 

 

Yes 

 

3. Do you feel all possible diplomatic means should be exhausted in situations or areas of possible 

dispute or conflict? To what extent would you pursue this? 

 

Yes - to what extent is a complex question and would really depend on the specific 

circumstances.  

 

4. Where there is a need, would you support planning applications for religious education & prayer 

facilities? Have you ever had cause to not support or refuse any faith school applications? 

 

Yes I would support such applications and No I have never had cause not to support this sort of 

application. 

 

5. Would you lend your support to faith groups to have facilities in place for provision of religious 

slaughter of food (Halaal or Kosher)? 

 

Yes 

 

6. At this time of economic austerity and the significant budget deficit, exactly where would you 

affect cuts in public spending and how deep would such cuts be? 

 

This is a complex area but cuts should be avoided in front line services and consideration must 

be made as to the danger of some cuts taking us back into recession.  
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7. What long term policies do you have to deal with the demands of the provision of care and 

support services for the elderly? 

 

The Labour Party has recently developed the proposal for a National Care Service which, 

amongst many other things, will make it possible for those with the highest care needs to 

receive free personal care in their own homes.  

 

8. What do you think should be done to ensure that any counter-terrorism and security measures 

are proportionate, reasonable and non-discriminatory? 

 

They should simply always be proportionate, reasonable and non-discriminatory.  

 

9. Do you feel that MPs should be entitled to claim parliamentary privilege when it comes to their 

expense claims?  

 

No but I am a politician and it should be a matter for the court.  

 

10. Do you acknowledge that our current incitement legislation is insufficient to protect minority 

communities? If so, what changes would you propose?  

 

Yes.  

 

11. Muslim communities are often misrepresented in the press. What legislative or regulatory 

changes would you introduce to prevent this?  

 

It is difficult to legislate against the press in a free society but the press complaints should 

certainly be dealt with independently, by and independent body. 

 

12. In the light of the war in Afghanistan and military activities in other countries, in which direction 

would you take your future foreign policy? 

 

This is too big a question for a short answer - it depends on each situation.  

 

13. What is your parties’ view of a sensible immigration policy? 

 

Immigration should always be a contract between the migrant and our country's need. There 

should, however, be a sense of natural justice. Labour has demonstrated its commitment be 

abolishing the Primary Purpose Rule.  

 

14. What is your strategy to raise educational attainments in our schools? 

 

Another big question that depends largely on resources and Labour has a proud record on 

education infrastructure since 1997.  

 

15. What is the single value or principle that sets your party and its policies apart from the others? 

 

There is no one single value or principle that sets us apart, but Labour clearly stands for social 

justice and its delivery in a pragmatic way. 


