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PARLIAMENTARY SEAT: Ilford South 

 

1.       Anti Discrimination & Islamophobia 

Do you support the establishment of a parliamentary committee on Islamophobia, akin to the parliamentary committee 

on anti-Semitism? Do you feel current legislation is sufficiently robust to protect against Islamophobia? How would you 

campaign over the next four years to combat Islamophobia? 

Yes;  in my view the best format would be for one of the select committees to take on that task.  There was a very good 

piece by Conservative MP Paul Goodman on that proposal – see 

http://conservativehome.blogs.com/centreright/2010/03/how-parliament-should-confront-antimuslim-hatred-and-

violence.html.   

I know from talking to many Muslim men and women in Ilford that this is a real problem – and that crimes of this nature 

are under-reported.  A cross-party inquiry, in whatever form, would be able to come up with recommendations about 

what practical steps could be taken to combat these very serious problems. 

2.       Climate Change & The Environment 

How would you co-opt faith communities to encourage more responsible consumption? How would you work with 

churches / mosques / synagogues and temples to combat climate change? 

Faith groups are already doing a lot tackle climate change.  I am a member of the Church of England’s London diocesan 

synod, and we recently had a special session on climate change – see 

http://www.london.anglican.org/NewsShow_11700.  There is lots that individual churches, mosques, synagogues and 

other faith communities can do to set an example.  I think caring for our environment is a political, moral and religious 

imperative.  We all need to lead by example.  

3.       Crime & Security 

Do you feel the balance between liberty and security has tipped too far in recent times in favour of security? Do you 

support the provisions contained within Section 44 of the Terrorism Act? Do you support the use of control orders and 

secret evidence? 

Yes, I do.  I am a member of Liberty – the campaign group that fights for civil liberties.  I am really worried by the erosion 

of our historic civil liberties under Labour.  We have promised to review – and I personally hope we will replace – section 



55 of the Terrorism Act;  it is being over-used.    On stop and search, we need to find a practical balance between security 

and liberty.  

The Conservative Party wants to scrap controls orders – we’d like to find a way of doing this without endangering lives.  

So we are going to launch a full review of the Control Order programme. 

4.       Education & Muslim Faith Schools 

How might the number of Muslim faith schools granted voluntary aided status be improved? Do you support an increase 

in the cost of tuition fees for university students?  Given Muslim levels of educational achievement lag considerably 

behind the national average  how would you campaign over the next four years to improve matters? 

 I’m a governor of a faith school.  I think they do a great job – and I would like to see more faith schools, including Muslim 

faith schools.  The Conservatives want to meet the rights of parents to give their children a faith-based education in 

accordance with their own beliefs.  So we are going to make it much easier for groups of parents and educational 

charities – which would include religious charities – to open up state-funded schools. 

I do not think abolishing tuition fees is affordable at the moment.  What is important in broadening access is ensuring 

that people understand that the poorest don’t have to pay fees at all.    We do need to change the way universities are 

funded.  I went to my local comprehensive school, but got into Oxford.  Making sure children from all backgrounds get 

the best start they can in life is what really motivates me in politics.  

In Redbridge, we’ve got some of the best school standards in the country.  To raise standards further, we need to give 

teachers more powers to maintain discipline and intervene quickly to turn round any failing schools.  Do have a look at 

the Party’s website, www.conservatives.com – that sets out some our exciting ideas on education, including improving 

careers advice, getting more university places and our schools reforms. 

5.       EU Policies & EU enlargement 

Has the EU been an effective party in the Quartet for peace in the Middle East? Do you support Turkey’s EU accession? 

Do you think the EU has done enough to condemn the Gaza blockade? Do you support French attempts to outlaw the 

niqab? Over the next four years how would you campaign for a firm and fair UK and EU foreign policy ?  What actions 

would you take to support good governance and democracy in neighbour countries bordering the Mediterranean? 

European countries should be doing more to support a just peace in the Middle East – but Baroness Ashton’s recent visit 

to Gaza is a good sign that things are moving in that direction.  

Yes, I strongly support Turkey’s accession to the European Union.  Inviting Turkey into the heart of Europe would send a 

strong message to those who are trying to divide the west and Muslim countries.  

No, I do not support banning of the niqab;  I would not want to see that happen here.  That would be a disgraceful 

violation of freedom of expression. 

I know that a Conservative government would work to strengthen our relations with the North African countries 

bordering the Mediterranean.  At the moment our relationships with those countries are often under-valued.  Working, 

trading and actively engaging (socially, culturally, economically) with those countries is probably the best way to support 

the improvement of good governance and democracy in the region. 



6.       Foreign Policy & Counter Terrorism 

Is the UK government right to exclude Hamas from direct discussions in negotiations for peace in the Middle East? What 

is your view on the UN Goldstone report? Do you think the Arab citizens of Israel are subject to apartheid policies? Do 

you support Palestinians claims of sovereignty over Masjid Al Aqsa (located in occupied East Jerusalem)? What would you 

do over the next four years to campaign for peace and justice for the Palestinian peoples? 

I visited Israel and the Palestinian territories in February 2008. Establishing a just peace in the Middle East – which the US 

and Europe taking an active role, not just being honest brokers – is always in my thoughts and prayers.   Most people 

recognise that Hamas will ultimately need to be part of a solution in the Middle East.  But before that happens, Hamas 

does need to show movement on the principles set out by the quartet.  In particular, they need to recognise Israel’s right 

to exist and renounce terrorism.  The EU and United States need to put pressure on the Israelis and Palestinians to 

respond fully to the findings contained in the Goldstone report. 

On my visit to Israel, I got to know some Israeli Arabs and listened to their concerns.  I do not think the comparison with 

Apartheid is right or at all helpful:  there are Arab Israeli members of the Knesset and Arab Israelis have the right to vote.  

That was not the case for black people in South Africa.  Britain’s policy on Jerusalem has long been that it should be the 

capital for both Israel and a sovereign Palestinian state.  My own personal view is that it would be best for everyone if 

Jerusalem was not divided, but the sovereignty over the whole city shared between the two states – but I understand 

that that would present its own difficulties.  Otherwise, a peace settlement needs to be built on the basis of the pre-1967 

borders – at least as a starting point. 

If I am elected, I will work to make sure the next Conservative Government makes achieving progress on the Middle East 

peace process a real priority of our foreign policy.  It is not up to us to dictate terms to either side, but we need to play an 

active role.  A settlement will need to involve the creation of an independent, viable and contiguous Palestinian state.  

The Palestinian people have a right to nationhood –and that is the best way of campaigning for peace and justice for the 

Palestinian people.   We do not support the closure of the crossings in Gaza.  We have called repeatedly for the crossings 

to be opened to allow humanitarian aid, food and materials for reconstruction to enter.  

7.       Labour Market Participation & Income Equality 

What would you do to counter workplace discrimination based on religion and race? How would you combat shockingly 

low levels of employment amongst Muslim youth and women? How would you ensure greater levels of Muslim 

participation in white collar and managerial positions? 

I know from talking to young Muslim men and women in Ilford that this is a real problem.  At a local level, as Ilford South 

MP, I would make working with the local communities on these issues a personal priority.   

More generally, the Conservative Party has very good plans to open up access to the labour market by reforming our 

welfare-to-work system.  We also have plans to expand the number of apprenticeships, training places and university 

places.  My view is that the key to improving Muslim participation in white collar and managerial positions is improving 

access to education and the labour market.  I am confident that we will make real progress in this area.  

8.       Prevent 

 



Do you feel the Prevent exercise has been a success? Has Prevent skewed the perception and participation of Muslims in 

politics and society through the dominance of a prism of "violent extremism" and terrorism? Moving forwards, would you 

retain or modify Prevent? 

No, I do not feel that it has been a success.  A Conservative government will have a comprehensive review of the 

Government’s Prevent strategy – which has been accused of spying on ordinary Muslim people.  We need to completely 

re-write our national-security legislation so it properly respects people’s human rights.  Security measures need to be 

proportionate and consistent with our fundamental values.  

9.       A Responsible Media 

Is self-regulation of the press effective enough? How might it be tightened? Do sufficient sanctions exist to prevent 

newspapers engaging in absurdly hostile reporting – like recent Daily Express front pages?  

 Personally, I have real concerns about the way self-regulation is working.   But it is important that we try to make self-

regulation work, because it would be a threat to freedom of speech to have statutory regulation of the press.   

The media’s approach to Islam and its depiction of Muslim people is something that an inquiry (see my answer to 

question 1 above) would need to consider. 

10.   Voter Apathy & Disengagement 

 

Has your party done enough to attract ethnic minorities to stand as parliamentary candidates and if so, why has this not 

translated into a more representative Commons? How would you improve matters in subsequent elections? If you are 

elected, how would you ensure ethnic minority views are regularly listened to in your constituency? 

 Previously, the party has not done enough.  But under David Cameron, that has really changed.  We have 43 ethnic 

minority candidates standing in winnable seats.  My own Association in Ilford reflects the diverse nature of the area.  We 

recently elected our first Muslim councillor – Cllr Mahboob Chaudhary.  We have many more Muslim candidates running 

in this year’s local elections, including my Association Chairman, Abdus Hamid.  In my local party, we have Muslims, 

Christians, Jews, Hindus, Sikhs all working together.  I think we are making real strides in improving the representation of 

people from minority backgrounds – and I want to make sure that continues. 

 


