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General Election 2010 - Parliamentary Candidate Responses to Get Out & Vote! Key Platform Issues 

 

To learn more about the context within which the following questions are being framed, please read the narrative 

document available on our website (click on ‘key platform issues’ page). 

 

NAME: RT HON STEPHEN TIMMS MP    

PARTY: LABOUR 

PARLIAMENTARY SEAT: EAST HAM 

 

 

1. Anti Discrimination & Islamophobia 

Do you support the establishment of a parliamentary committee on Islamophobia, akin to the parliamentary committee 

on anti-Semitism? 

I would be happy to support the establishment of a Parliamentary Committee focussing on Islamophobia. 

Do you feel current legislation is sufficiently robust to protect against Islamophobia?  

We have certainly made good progress.  Since 2005 we have legislated to outlaw incitement to religious hatred.  We have 

also continued to legislate to protect people from being discriminated against on the grounds of their religious beliefs 

and practices and place a high value on religious freedom.  Making new laws is not the only way that Islamophobia 

can/should be combated – there is also a great need for more education to spread understanding, further breaking down 

barriers, building community cohesion and bringing people together. 

How would you campaign over the next four years to combat Islamophobia? 

I have been working closely with the local Muslim community for over 25 years since I was first elected as a councillor.  I 

see the key being to spread understanding that faith is a great starting point for community engagement and for politics – 

both in encouraging Muslims to be actively involved, and to encourage non Muslims to value their contributions.  As a 

Christian, I have been very appreciative of the support I have had from Muslims for my approach to politics.  I want the 

Muslim contribution to be similarly appreciated.   As a local MP and In my role as Labour’s Vice-Chair for Faith Groups I 

will continue to tackle head on Islamophobic prejudice as I come across it.  

2. Climate Change & The Environment 

How would you co-opt faith communities to encourage more responsible consumption?  
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Some of the most passionate campaigners on climate change come from a faith starting point. We need faith leaders to 

lead their congregations and communities to be more proactive still on this issue, in particular with the Abrahamic view 

of the earth as God’s creation and man’s responsibility to look after and care for it.  There are ample opportunities for 

faith communities to become more centrally sustainable and to encourage individual members to do so in their own lives.  

My main message is: keep up the pressure on Government! 

How would you work with churches / mosques / synagogues and temples to combat climate change? 

Faith is a great starting point for politics.  We need more people whose starting point for engagement in the public 

square is faith.  We need faith communities provoking each other to be more radical in their concern for the environment 

and so for humankind.  Climate change is a good entry point into politics for many people of faith as it is very easy to see 

the connections between personal faith in God and our relations with our fellow human beings and with the planet. 

Fair trade is a good model.  It started in the faith communities – its being promoted, for example, in the Muslim Aid café 

in Whitechapel – and now fair trade is in every supermarket in the country.  I would welcome the chance to work with 

more faith communities on my 25/5 campaign – a personal commitment to reduce carbon emissions by 25% over 5 years. 

3.       Crime & Security 

Do you feel the balance between liberty and security has tipped too far in recent times in favour of security? 

After September 11 and in particular the events of 7 July 2005 politicians have had to grapple with the balance between 

liberty and security in a new context.  It is always hard to get this right but Government’s most fundamental role is to 

keep its citizens safe and secure in their own country and I think that by and large we have struck the right balance. 

Do you support the provisions contained within Section 44 of the Terrorism Act?  

Do you support the use of control orders and secret evidence?  

These measures are understandably controversial.  I voted for them in the House of Commons.  We need to keep the 

effects under review.  I would welcome evidence from faith groups and others of their effects in our community. 

4.       Education & Muslim Faith Schools 

How might the number of Muslim faith schools granted voluntary aided status be improved? 

Labour prizes the contribution of faith schools – the original basis for much of Britain’s educational provision – and has 

seen a big expansion, including the first Muslim faith schools.  They are developing well.  The Department for Children 

Schools & Families is keen to encourage new faith schools.  I believe the evidence from Britain’s history is clear, that – by 

helping young people to be confident in their own faith identity – state funded faith schools make a vital contribution to 

community cohesion.   

Do you support an increase in the cost of tuition fees for university students?   

I will defer judgment until the Browne review has reported.  I support the target that 50% of all school leavers should be 

able to go on to higher education.  So far, although the student finance system has its critics, it has enabled us to have 
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more students in higher education than ever before, and with a big rise in participation from low income backgrounds.  

These will for me be the key tests for future changes. 

Given Muslim levels of educational achievement lag considerably behind the national average how would you 

campaign over the next four years to improve matters? 

I am very encouraged by the growing number of Muslim young people I meet who are aiming high and doing well in 

education.  Increasingly there are inspiring role models for them – two of the secondary schools in my constituency are 

now led by Muslim women.  I believe the key is to set high standards, ensure that schools are adequately resourced, and 

provide one to one help so that students’ individual needs are met. 

5.       EU Policies & EU enlargement 

Has the EU been an effective party in the Quartet for peace in the Middle East?  

Nobody has yet been effective enough.  We need now redoubled efforts – and the European Union has a key role – for 

creation of a viable Palestinian state alongside a secure Israel. 

Do you support Turkey’s EU accession?  

Yes.  Labour has been a steadfast supporter. 

Do you think the EU has done enough to condemn the Gaza blockade? 

The EU has made its position very clear and has been right to do so. 

Do you support French attempts to outlaw the niqab?  

No. 

Over the next four years how would you campaign for a firm and fair UK and EU foreign policy?   

Yes.  Britain has greater world influence when it is setting the agenda in Europe.  We need a confident, outward looking 

policy towards the European Union, instead of the sullen resistance which would mark the Conservative Party’s policy.  

Our foreign policy should be designed to build security, curb nuclear proliferation, combat climate change and poverty, 

and prevent and resolve conflict. 

What actions would you take to support good governance and democracy in neighbour countries bordering the 

Mediterranean? 

At this stage, our over-riding priority should be Middle East peace.  All the countries of the region have a role in delivering 

the vision of the Arab Peace Initiative. 

 

6.       Foreign Policy & Counter Terrorism 

Is the UK government right to exclude Hamas from direct discussions in negotiations for peace in the Middle East?  
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Yes. 

What is your view on the UN Goldstone report? Do you think the Arab citizens of Israel are subject to apartheid policies?  

Wholly legitimate questions have been raised about some of the actions of the Israeli forces.  Arab Israelis I have met 

have not complained of apartheid – their main concern has been about their country’s policy towards Palestine. 

Do you support Palestinians claims of sovereignty over Masjid Al Aqsa (located in occupied East Jerusalem)?  

I support a viable Palestinian state alongside a secure Israel, based on the 1967 borders. 

What would you do over the next four years to campaign for peace and justice for the Palestinian peoples? 

If the ambition is global peace and security – and I believe it should be – then there is no more important task than 

securing peace and justice for the Palestinian people through creation of a viable Palestinian state.  I visited Palestine in 

2005 with Christian Aid, staying at the Anglican Cathedral in East Jerusalem, and have lasting memories of people 

suffering deep injustice – people who, for example, have been separated from the land their family has always farmed 

and who can now only access it via a gate which Israeli soldiers may or may not let them through. 

I believe a lasting settlement is within our grasp.  I will do all I can to support it.  Direct talks between the parties should 

resume as soon as possible.   

7.       Labour Market Participation & Income Equality 

What would you do to counter workplace discrimination based on religion and race?  

The Labour party has a proud record on outlawing discrimination in employment on the basis of religion or race.  It is only 

Labour Governments that have ever substantively legislated in these areas, and we have continued in this Parliament: it is 

now unlawful to discriminate against a person at work on the grounds of their religion.  Alongside legislation, we must 

continue to educate and inform people about the fact that diverse businesses actually work better than non-diverse, and 

that it is in all our interests to continue to make the most of the potential of all employees. 

How would you combat shockingly low levels of employment amongst Muslim youth and women?  

There is a growing cohort of bright, young, well educated Muslim young people – women as well as men – who are 

aiming high and doing well.  That augurs well for the future.  But enduring low rates of employment among Muslim 

communities require further attention.  It should be an explicit goal of policy to narrow the current employment rate gap.  

The key is in education, starting at the early years – the generation now going through SureStart centres and our much 

improved education system has much better prospects.  I want to see at least half of all young people going on into 

higher education.  

Employment support – jobsearch, advice on benefits and tax credits, English language support and key skills help in ICT –  

must be provided in places where the community can access them with confidence, such as in children’s centres and 

primary schools.  I would also like to see more employment support being provided through mosques, building on 

examples like Faith Regen’s work at the Shah Jalal mosque in Manor Park.  Stereotyping which holds too many people 

back needs to be further challenged. 
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How would you ensure greater levels of Muslim participation in white collar and managerial positions? 

We need to draw more attention to the successful role models now emerging.  I support initiatives like Mosaic, providing 

mentors to young Muslims and networking opportunities for Muslim professionals, and the Adab Trust, opening up 

opportunities for young Muslims in the professions.  I am encouraged by examples of successful Muslim 

entrepreneurship. 

 

8.       Prevent 

Do you feel the Prevent exercise has been a success?  

Has Prevent skewed the perception and participation of Muslims in politics and society through the dominance of a prism 

of "violent extremism" and terrorism?  

Moving forwards, would you retain or modify Prevent? 

The strategy is addressing important concerns but needs further development.  I shall be interested to hear further 

perspectives from within the community of the impact so far.  It has provided funding for valuable community-based 

initiatives.  I agree with Communities Secretary John Denham that dealing with terrorism can’t be seen as the defining 

issue for British Muslims, and that the strategy needs to recognise that there are other potential sources of violent 

extremism – such as the far right – than just Al Qaida. 

9.       A Responsible Media 

Is self-regulation of the press effective enough?  

A free press is indispensible for democracy – not least for being able to challenge Government and those in positions of 

authority.  Free speech needs to be balanced by responsibility, but a free press is a crucial safeguard and – in my view – 

that means self regulation needs to be retained. 

How might it be tightened?  

The Press Complaints Commission has powers to name and shame journalists and newspapers which act in ways which 

are contrary to the public interest or express views which are indefensible.  I support the more aggressive approach the 

PCC has taken in recent years in challenging newspapers when they behave irresponsibly.   

Do sufficient sanctions exist to prevent newspapers engaging in absurdly hostile reporting – like recent Daily Express 

front pages?  

The Daily Express’s general election coverage has been absurdly hostile to Labour!  Where a newspaper is hostile to a 

particular community, the best thing to do is complain to the PCC on a “case by case” basis.  The PCC has the authority to 

issue judgments which are published and is the mediator between the person/group who are aggrieved and the media 

institution concerned. See http://www.pcc.org.uk/cases/index.html 

10.   Voter Apathy & Disengagement 
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Has your party done enough to attract ethnic minorities to stand as parliamentary candidates and if so, why has this not 

translated into a more representative Commons?  

 

The Labour Party has by far the largest number of ethnic minority MPs, including four Muslims.  The Liberal Democrats do 

not have any and the Conservative Party only a handful.  However, there is more to do.  Keith Vaz MP has been 

effectively spearheading Labour’s work, and this will result in further progress at this election.  Progress in increasing 

women’s representation at Westminster has been too slow too. 

  

How would you improve matters in subsequent elections?  

 

“All Ethnic Minority Shortlists” have been floated as an idea to consider, but the law would need to be changed for this to 

be possible.  We need to build from the grassroots – Newham has a strong body of ethnic minority councillors for 

example, and our youngest candidate in this council election is a Muslim woman – and I see an important role for 

organisations like “Muslim Friends of Labour”, of which I was the founder, in enabling full engagement in the work of the 

Labour Party.  Faith is a very good starting point for politics, because the values instilled by faith – responsibility, 

solidarity, perseverance, compassion, truthfulness – are the values we need to renew our politics. 

 

If you are elected, how would you ensure ethnic minority views are regularly listened to in your constituency? 

 

There is no substitute for speaking directly to people.  That means regular, accessible surgeries where individuals can 

come and express their views, and it means attending community events – both one off events convened to consider a 

particular issue, or events arranged regularly by local community organisations.  I believe my record here is a very strong 

one – I intend to keep it that way.  I am keen to encourage new initiatives, and particularly to make sure young people 

have the opportunity to be heard. 

 


