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General Election 2010 - Parliamentary Candidate Responses to Get Out & Vote! Key Platform Issues 

 

To learn more about the context within which the following questions are being framed, please read the narrative 

document available on our website (click on ‘key platform issues’ page). 

 

NAME: Ross Grant   

PARTY: Conservative 

PARLIAMENTARY SEAT: Leicester South 

 

1. Anti Discrimination & Islamophobia 

 

Do you support the establishment of a parliamentary committee on Islamophobia, akin to the 

parliamentary committee on anti-Semitism? Do you feel current legislation is sufficiently robust to 

protect against Islamophobia? How would you campaign over the next four years to combat 

Islamophobia? 

 

I support the establishment of a parliamentary committee on Islamophobia. I support the Conservative 

party view that all religious groups should be treated equally and 

given the same legislative protection, which is why we supported the removal of the blasphemy law 

which only protected the Christian faith. I believe there is sufficient protection against islamophobia in 

current law, but we need to constantly monitor how that legislation is used in practice, and ensure it is 

used fully to protect Britain's muslim community. 

 

2. Climate Change & The Environment 

 

How would you co-opt faith communities to encourage more responsible consumption? How would you 

work with churches / mosques / synagogues and temples to combat climate change? 

 

It is important that Government is not seen as trying to manipulate religious organisations. As in other 

areas of policy it should look to work in partnership where religious groups objectives are aligned with 

it's own. There are faith based groups who work on environmental issues already who Government can 

look to work with in partnership. The existing and new faith schools the Conservative party want to see 

established will be ideal partners to teach our children about climate change and to act as a balance 

against over consumption in society. Resources that Government uses to publicise the need for change 

and action may be well used supporting the efforts of faith groups, and these opportunities should be 

utilised. 
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3. Crime & Security 

 

Do you feel the balance between liberty and security has tipped too far in recent times in favour of 

security? Do you support the provisions contained within Section 44 of the Terrorism Act? Do you 

support the use of control orders and secret evidence? 

 

Yes, I believe there is a real threat to our liberty as the powers the state allows itself over us are 

increased. Section 44 needs to be amended to take into account the High Court ruling that it does not 

protect us from abuse. Control orders are instruments of executive power and as such are 

objectionable, representing a 

move away from normal justice which should be avoided wherever possible. Changes to the law to allow 

certain types of evidence such as phone taps to be used in court would greatly reduce the need for 

control orders. 

 

4. Education & Muslim Faith Schools 

 

How might the number of Muslim faith schools granted voluntary aided status be improved? Do you 

support an increase in the cost of tuition fees for university students? Given Muslim levels of 

educational achievement lag considerably behind the national average how would you campaign over 

the next four years to improve matters? 

 

The Conservative party has made improving education one of it's main priorities and at the heart of this 

is the creation of a system that makes it easier for new schools to be created. Michael Gove MP, the 

Shadow Children's Secretary has said that this includes a big expansion of Islamic schools. I believe that 

this will help to increase educational attainment, and I would campaign to see Conservative policy 

adopted locally in Leicester. This is important because the Labour Council has failed even to implement 

it's own policy of academies because of a dogmatic rejection of faith schools. 

With regard to tuition fees for university students, whilst I would like to avoid any increase I do not 

believe it is possible to rule out an increase at a time when the Country's finances are in such a 

precarious situation. This will be something which may not become apparent until the public finance 

books have been seen. 

 

5. EU Policies & EU enlargement 

 

Has the EU been an effective party in the Quartet for peace in the Middle East? Do you support Turkey’s 

EU accession? Do you think the EU has done enough to condemn the Gaza blockade? Do you support 

French attempts to outlaw the niqab? Over the next four years how would you campaign for a firm and 

fair UK and EU foreign policy ? What actions would you take to support good governance and 

democracy in neighbour countries bordering the Mediterranean? 

 

I believe the EU has not been a strong member of the Quartet, often seeming to be the weakest of the 

four constituent members, and similarly could do more to condemn the Gaza blockade by Israel. 

I do support Turkey's EU accession. I do not support French attempts to outlaw the niqab and would 

object to any similar attempt in the UK. 

As an MP I would work with my colleagues in the European Parliament to see how the EU foreign policy 

develops. The creation of an EU foreign representative means we move into an unknown phase of 

international relations for the EU and I am keen that the UK national interest and policy be strong and 

distinct if it needs to be. 
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6. Foreign Policy & Counter Terrorism 

 

Is the UK government right to exclude Hamas from direct discussions in negotiations for peace in the 

Middle East? What is your view on the UN Goldstone report? Do you think the Arab citizens of Israel are 

subject to apartheid policies? Do you support Palestinians claims of sovereignty over Masjid Al Aqsa 

(located in occupied East Jerusalem)? What would you do over the next four years to campaign for 

peace and justice for the Palestinian peoples? 

 

There cannot be a lasting peace can in the Middle East unless there is a political settlement. Our own 

experience tells us that this will not be possible if we ignore major groups in trying to negotiate a 

settlement. I personally believe therefore that it is necessary to have discussions with Hamas and to 

include them in negotiations. 

The Goldstone Report was needed after the tragic events which happened in Gaza. I believe both Israel 

and the Palestinian Authorities should carry out the independent investigations recommended by 

Goldstone. I am very concerned that the rule of law is not applied equally within Israel to all citizens, or 

within the additional territories that the state of Israel currently administers, where rule of law should 

also apply. 

I recognise and support the Palestinians claims to sovereignty over the Madjid Al Aqsa, which should not 

be seen as points open for negotiation. 

I would work through the Conservative Middle East Council (a member of the Palestine 

Solidarity Campaign) to be able to bring a personal understanding of the issues facing 

Palestinians to colleagues, and to develop contacts with individuals who represent the 

Palestinians. 

 

7. Labour Market Participation & Income Equality 

 

What would you do to counter workplace discrimination based on religion and race? How would you 

combat shockingly low levels of employment amongst Muslim youth and women? How would you 

ensure greater levels of Muslim participation in white collar and managerial positions? 

 

The law on workplace discrimination needs to be enforced adequately, and where found to be lacking to 

be reinforced. 

One of the most important things we can do to tackle youth employment opportunities is to tackle the 

problem of failing schools so that future school leavers have better life chances. Ensuring those who 

need it have access to adult education is also important. 

Public sector organisations need to be pro-active in their efforts to attract people from ethnic minorities 

into the full range of employment opportunities within them, including professional and managerial 

"white collar" jobs. 

 

8. Prevent 

 

Do you feel the Prevent exercise has been a success? Has Prevent skewed the perception and 

participation of Muslims in politics and society through the dominance of a prism of "violent extremism" 

and terrorism? Moving forwards, would you retain or modify Prevent? 

 

I do not believe that Prevent has been a successful policy. It has brought about misunderstanding in our 

society, acting as an indication that the Government believes that there is a widespread terrorist 
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problem in the muslim community, which is not born out by the reality in Leicester. I believe that the 

implementation of Prevent locally has been neither transparent or democratic, and I am not aware of 

any reports showing outcomes locally which would support it's continuation. 

 

9. A Responsible Media 

 

Is self-regulation of the press effective enough? How might it be tightened? Do sufficient 

sanctions exist to prevent newspapers engaging in absurdly hostile reporting – like recent Daily Express 

front pages? 

 

A free press is an important principle of British society, and in many instances has a beneficial effect, 

helping for example to balance the power of the state, for that reason I prefer if possible not to legislate 

against the press but to work to make self-regulation work. The press, and indeed media, should not 

abuse it's rights and should seek to be proportionate in reporting. I would welcome a review of the 

sanctions that are available to use against newspapers and broadcasters who report issues in a way that 

is likely to be harmful to our society. 

 

10. Voter Apathy & Disengagement 

 

Has your party done enough to attract ethnic minorities to stand as parliamentary candidates and if so, 

why has this not translated into a more representative Commons? How would you improve matters in 

subsequent elections? If you are elected, how would you ensure ethnic minority views are regularly 

listened to in your constituency? 

 

The party has made huge steps in recruiting a more diverse range of candidates in a relatively short 

period of time since David Cameron has become leader. As a result the Conservative Party will have 

more MPs from ethnic minority backgrounds than ever before. A key to achieving this is the fact that 

more ethnic minority candidates have been selected in what are considered safe seats, as well as in 

marginals. 

The Conservative party needs to continue to encourage more representatives from ethnic minority 

communities to join the approved list to allow them to stand as candidates. We should not forget 

however that politics is not just about Westminster, and locally we need to do the same for council 

elections; many people involved in local politics go on to stand in national elections. I believe it is 

important that MPs represent everyone in their constituency. By being accessible to everyone it To do 

this they need to be available to everyone. As a councillor I hold several surgeries a month in different 

locations, as well as using social media like Twitter (winning an 

award as the Online Councillor of the Year 2010). All of this is to make it easy for everyone to see me. As 

an MP I would continue to do the same. I would also ensure that any local office was easily accessible 

for those with disability. 

 

 


