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1.       Anti Discrimination & Islamophobia 

Do you support the establishment of a parliamentary committee on Islamophobia, akin to the parliamentary committee 

on anti-Semitism? Do you feel current legislation is sufficiently robust to protect against Islamophobia? How would you 

campaign over the next four years to combat Islamophobia? 

Looking at the way it treats minorities is a key way to judge how civilised a society is. The Liberal Democrats have a 

long and honourable history of defending civil liberties and the rights of minorities and would support the setting up 

of a parliamentary committee. Most problems of discrimination and prejudice are a result of a lack of understanding 

of the real issues and the spreading of a distorted picture by people who wish to promote a race war for their own 

ends. Sadly, there will always be bigots who seek to divide us and we can only combat them by arguing vigorously 

against their distorted views. Ignoring them and hoping they will go away is not an option. 

 

Current legislation does outlaw discrimination on the grounds of religious belief but discrimination will never be 

ended by legislation alone. The government role should be to lead by example and by legislation but the answer lies 

in informed debate, education and broadening experience. 

 

2.       Climate Change & The Environment 

How would you co-opt faith communities to encourage more responsible consumption? How would you work with 

churches / mosques / synagogues and temples to combat climate change? 

Dealing with climate change issues is a responsibility for all of us, which is why Liberal Democrats put the 

environment at heart of all our policies. Again, education is one of the keys but government has a vital role to play. 

We should be taxing consumption of scarce resources not job creation. Britain played a pioneering part in the 

development and promotion of alternative sources of power and fuel. It is a scandal that government has allowed 

major wind-power equipment manufacturers to shut up shop and move abroad. Churches, mosques, synagogues, 

temples, all religious groups have real lobbying power and should use it to influence government policy on these 

global issues.  

 

 

3.       Crime & Security 
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Do you feel the balance between liberty and security has tipped too far in recent times in favour of security? Do you 

support the provisions contained within Section 44 of the Terrorism Act? Do you support the use of control orders and 

secret evidence? 

Yes our civil liberties have been under attack and have been seriously eroded by the Labour government with the 

full support of the Conservative opposition. In parliament only the Liberal Democrat MPs have consistently voted 

against. The government should scrap the identity card scheme and spend the billions it would cost on more and 

better trained police officers. 

 

Section 44, Terrorism Act is completely indefensible and should be scrapped. It has led to people being arrested for 

taking photographs of buildings and in one case a photograph of a London bus. 

 

Since the Labour government took office in 1997 more than 3,000 new crimes have been created. A few examples of 

things they have introduced include: House arrest for people never convicted or even charged; detention without 

being charged with any offence for 28 days; removal of the British citizens’ rights to trial by a jury; people being 

denied the right to defend themselves or even to know the evidence against them when a minister says revealing 

the evidence would be “against the national interest”; massive curtailment of the rights of British citizens to 

peacefully assemble or protest; all private phone records and e’mails available to the police, hundreds of 

government agencies and local authorities; road journeys of innocent people being routinely recorded using number 

plate recognition technology. The DNA of 500,000 children is logged on the government database. 

 

Neither Labour nor the Tories will do anything to reverse this attack on civil liberties, both of these old parties voted 

for them all in the House of Commons. They do not understand that if we lose our democratic rights and liberties 

then the terrorists and extremists have won. 

 

 

4.       Education & Muslim Faith Schools 

How might the number of Muslim faith schools granted voluntary aided status be improved? Do you support an increase 

in the cost of tuition fees for university students?  Given Muslim levels of educational achievement lag considerably 

behind the national average  how would you campaign over the next four years to improve matters. 

The whole of our society benefits from having a better educated population and discouraging those from less well 

off families from moving on to higher and further education after school by charging tuition fees is just plain wrong. 

Abolishing tuition fees is still a Liberal Democrat ambition although the current economic crisis we face may mean 

they will have to be phased out over a few years. 

Liberal Democrats recognise both the popularity and the success of many faith schools. They are often over 

subscribed and they achieve higher than average points scores at both GCSE and A level. We do not and have not 

advocated their removal from state funding. 

We do however question the rationale behind an expansion of faith schools if they are to become more exclusive. In 

light of the continuing decline of religious attendance it is questionable whether the popularity lies in their religious 

character or the desire by parents for their children to attend ‘good’ schools. Parents are prepared to put 

themselves and their children through a rigid ‘faith’ test and this process of selection ensures one of the most vital 

ingredients for a successful school – parental support. Where faith schools are performing less well over-

subscription is rarely the case. 
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The principal concern of the Liberal Democrats is not directed at parents who rightly seek out the most appropriate 

schools for their children; it is how do we ensure that all children have access to good schools? The deliberate 

exclusion of children on grounds of religious belief or lack of it is discriminatory.   

A second area of concern is equally important given the current state of global affairs – the segregation of children 

by faith, ethnicity and race for their education. We should not move down this road without carefully considering 

the consequences for the future of our society.  

The appalling scenes outside Holy Cross Primary School in the Ardoyne area of Belfast were hardly an advert for a 

single faith education system. Equally the racial tensions in our cities that exploded in violence in Bradford, Oldham 

and Burnley should make us stop and question whether educating children in separate schools according to their 

faith and increasingly race is desirable. 

Liberal Democrats have adopted a policy for a ‘pupil premium’ to be paid directly to schools to support pupils who 

are underperforming. This is a better way to help schools to give extra support to those who need it and to improve 

schools’ performance. 

5.       EU Policies & EU enlargement 

Has the EU been an effective party in the Quartet for peace in the Middle East? Do you support Turkey’s EU accession? 

Do you think the EU has done enough to condemn the Gaza blockade? Do you support French attempts to outlaw the 

niqab? Over the next four years how would you campaign for a firm and fair UK and EU foreign policy ?  What actions 

would you take to support good governance and democracy in neighbour countries bordering the Mediterranean? 

Britain has not received the benefit it should have from EU membership because we have had successive 

governments which have been at best half hearted in their support for membership. As a result we have become 

much too dependent of the USA and have been dragged into supporting sometimes unacceptable US policies in 

international affairs like the Iraq war and what often seems like unconditional support for Israel.  

 

Liberal Democrats believe the EU would have a stronger hand in international discussions and would be able to 

counter some of the American weight if Britain was more deeply involved and more committed to an effective EU. 

There is a choice, we can enthusiastically join with our European neighbours as Liberal Democrats believe we should 

or we will become ever more dependent on the USA. 

 

Turkey should be welcomed into the EU as soon as they are able to demonstrate their commitment to the principles 

of basic civil rights, democratic accountability, the rule of law and the separation of powers. 

 

6.       Foreign Policy & Counter Terrorism 

Is the UK government right to exclude Hamas from direct discussions in negotiations for peace in the Middle East? What 

is your view on the UN Goldstone report? Do you think the Arab citizens of Israel are subject to apartheid policies? Do 

you support Palestinians claims of sovereignty over Masjid Al Aqsa (located in occupied East Jerusalem)? What would you 

do over the next four years to campaign for peace and justice for the Palestinian peoples? 

There can be no peace in the Middle East until the Israel-Palestine issue has been resolved. It will not be resolved 

without serious discussions with Hamas and the legitimate government of Palestine. Both (not just one) sides in this 

unholy war need to be made to abide by UN resolutions. We really do believe the EU could have a role to play and 
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that it could be a counter balance to the American influence if the UK took a more committed place at the EU table. I 

would campaign for equality, fairness and protection of human rights for Arab citizens of Israel. I believe Britain 

should stop arms sales to Israel until Israel abides by the United Nations resolution. 

 

7.       Labour Market Participation & Income Equality 

 What would you do to counter workplace discrimination based on religion and race? How would you combat shockingly 

low levels of employment amongst Muslim youth and women? How would you ensure greater levels of Muslim 

participation in white collar and managerial positions? 

There are laws to protect people from workplace discrimination and they should be enforced. We have seen over 

the years how Muslim people have become more numerous and more visible in business and political life and whilst 

this is encouraging, we clearly still have a long way to go before Muslims and other minority religious groups are 

proportionately represented. I count people of all faiths and none amongst my friends and supporters, have the full 

support of both the national and local Liberal Democrat parties and encourage members of all minorities to get 

more involved in political, social and business activities in the area. 

 

8.       Prevent 

Do you feel the Prevent exercise has been a success? Has Prevent skewed the perception and participation of Muslims in 

politics and society through the dominance of a prism of "violent extremism" and terrorism? Moving forwards, would you 

retain or modify Prevent? 

At the time when the government first introduced their ‘prevent’ agenda I was deputy leader of the then Liberal 

Democrat administration at Luton Borough Council. We objected very strongly to the Muslim focus of the scheme 

and the funding and given an opportunity we would certainly seek to have the focus widened. 

 

Luton gets more than its fair share of negative publicity in the press. A very small number of extremist Muslims, who 

are not welcomed in any of the 14 mosques of Luton and whose activities are totally rejected by the vast majority of 

local Muslims, do not represent any one but themselves. 

 

Luton has a very long history of significant immigration going back more than a century and we are proud of the fact 

that Luton residents from all backgrounds live together in complete harmony. With small numbers of political 

extremists and religious fundamentalists seeking division to further their own ends we cannot afford to be 

complacent. Many local people, including myself and my Liberal Democrat colleagues, continue to work hard to 

preserve the peace and harmony we enjoy. 

 

9.       A Responsible Media 

Is self-regulation of the press effective enough? How might it be tightened? Do sufficient sanctions exist to prevent 

newspapers engaging in absurdly hostile reporting – like recent Daily Express front pages?  

The current self regulation regime is not as effective as it should be and needs toughening up. Whilst a free press is a 

key ingredient in a free society, freedom comes with responsibilities. Freedom to publish lies and dangerous half-

truths is completely unacceptable. Experience in Italy should be evidence enough that the concentration of too 

much media control in the hands of a very few people leads to dangerous situations where personal agendas are 

pursued at the expense of fair and objective reporting. 
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There should be a thorough review of the way the press is governed and if self regulation is to be retained there 

should be an independent sanction regime where self regulation fails to deal with problems. Probably and 

independent complaints procedure too. 

 

10.   Voter Apathy & Disengagement 

 

Has your party done enough to attract ethnic minorities to stand as parliamentary candidates and if so, why has this not 

translated into a more representative Commons? How would you improve matters in subsequent elections? If you are 

elected, how would you ensure ethnic minority views are regularly listened to in your constituency? 

 

Since I was reselected as Prospective Parliamentary Candidate for Luton South I have received tremendous support 

from the national and local Liberal Democrat parties. It is generally accepted that the electoral system we use in 

Britain for parliamentary elections does make it much harder for Liberal Democrats to actually get elected. That’s 

why Liberal Democrat representation in the House of Commons no where near reflects the national support the 

party receives in elections. A truly proportional system which allows voters to choose between candidate of the 

same party and across parties would improve the fairness of representation for minorities and for the political 

parties. 

 

Once elected as MP for Luton South I would seek to represent all of my constituents and to listen to the views of all 

individuals and groups who have something to say. 

 

 

 


