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To learn more about the context within which the following questions are being framed, please read the narrative 

document available on our website (click on ‘key platform issues’ page). 

              

NAME:  PAUL SCRIVEN        

PARTY:  LIBERAL DEMOCRATS  

PARLIAMENTARY SEAT: SHEFFIELD CENTRAL 

 

1.       Anti Discrimination & Islamophobia 

Do you support the establishment of a parliamentary committee on Islamophobia, akin to the parliamentary 

committee on anti-Semitism? Do you feel current legislation is sufficiently robust to protect against 

Islamophobia? How would you campaign over the next four years to combat Islamophobia 

The Liberal Democrats are committed to combating discrimination in all its forms, including on the grounds of 

race and/or religion. We supported the passage of the Racial and Religious Hatred Act 2006 and, more 

recently, we have supported the passage of the Equality Bill which will serve to strengthen the fight against 

discrimination by replacing the tangled mess of our existing anti-discrimination law. 

2.       Climate Change & The Environment 

How would you co-opt faith communities to encourage more responsible consumption? How would you work with 

churches / mosques / synagogues and temples to combat climate change? 

We want to empower individuals, families and communities from all backgrounds to take action on their 

carbon emissions and are supportive of any community action towards cutting carbon emissions, or 

generating their own energy. We recently announced plans to introduce an Eco Cashback scheme, to 

give people £400 towards energy efficient home improvements – such as boiler and window scrappage 

– and small energy generation projects – such as small turbines and solar water heaters. We will also 

begin a process of insulating schools to protect them from having to use their teaching and learning 

budgets to cut their carbon emissions as part of the Carbon Reduction Commitment (CRC).  

  

The Liberal Democrats are the only party that has a clear, long-term strategy, setting out plans for every 

part of the economy; transport, energy, housing, offices and factories. We have specific plans and 

measures to make the UK ‘zero-carbon’ – where the country absorbs as much carbon as it emits - by the 

year 2050. 

3.       Crime & Security 

Do you feel the balance between liberty and security has tipped too far in recent times in favour of security? Do 

you support the provisions contained within Section 44 of the Terrorism Act? Do you support the use of control 

orders and secret evidence? 
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The last few years has seen an unprecedented erosion of our civil liberties in the name of national 

security. Changes made by Labour, often cheered on by the Conservatives, have not made us any safer, 

only less free. Labour has exploited a politics of fear to pass repressive laws that limit the freedom of us 

all, not just terrorists.  

Under Section 44 of the Terrorism Act 2000, police have the power to stop and search anyone in a 

specific area. Previously, police could only stop and search individuals if they had ‘reasonable grounds’ 

for suspicion. The Liberal Democrats are calling for an end to random and disproportionate stop and 

search which we believe alienates the communities we rely on most for the intelligence and witnesses 

we need to fight terrorism.  

My party also believes that the control orders regime is fundamentally flawed and unsustainable. 

Control orders both blur the distinction between guilt and innocence and restrict the right to a fair trial. 

They allow suspected terrorists to be subjected to a variety of restrictions from surrendering their 

passport to virtual house arrest. The Liberal Democrats have voted against the continuation of control 

orders on all three opportunities. We will scrap control orders (and particularly the use of secret 

evidence to obtain them) which have taken a battering in the courts. We will instead concentrate on 

prosecuting terrorists. We will also reduce the maximum period of detention without charge back to 14 

days, which would still be the longest in the free world.  

The Liberal Democrats have long called for the removal of the current prohibition on the use of UK 

telephone intercept evidence in court. The UK’s blanket ban is deeply anomalous (only Ireland shares it) 

and does not extend to foreign intercept material, or to intelligence evidence such as a bug in a room. 

We cannot, of course, ignore concerns for the protection of the security services’ methods and sources, 

but a sensible framework can be constructed under which sensitive evidence, where the public interest 

outweighs the value of the evidence, can be excluded. It is also possible to seek court permission to use 

documents with sensitive information removed or summaries of classified documents. This would allow 

the maximum amount of evidence to be presented in open court and minimise the risk of trials 

collapsing due to defence requests for disclosure.  

4.       Education & Muslim Faith Schools 

How might the number of Muslim faith schools granted voluntary aided status be improved? Do you support 

an increase in the cost of tuition fees for university students?  Given Muslim levels of educational achievement 

lag considerably behind the national average how would you campaign over the next four years to improve 

matters? 

Many parents want to send their children to schools that are run by faith groups or have a faith ethos 

and many faith schools are popular and successful. Liberal Democrats support faith schools and 

recognise that many of them do an excellent job. Under Liberal Democrat plans, parents will be able to 

continue to choose faith-based schools within the state funded sector, and additional faith schools will 

be able be established provided that they can demonstrate they do not select by ability, aptitude or 

faith.  

The Liberal Democrats do not support an increase in the costs of tuition fees. We remain committed to 

scrapping unfair tuition fees for all students taking their first degrees, saving them nearly £10,000 each. 

We have a financially responsible plan to phase fees out over six years, so that the change is affordable 
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in these difficult economic times. We are the only party which believes university education should be 

free and that admissions should be based on ability not bank balance.  

 To improve educational performance across the board and give every child a fair start, we will spend an 

extra £2.5bn a year on schools. The money will be targeted at schools taking on children who need more 

help, but will benefit every child in every school. The cash can be used to cut class sizes, provide one-to-

one tuition, catch-up classes or in any way the school wishes, ensuring every child gets the individual 

attention they need. An average primary school could cut class sizes to 20. An average secondary school 

could see classes of just 16.  

5.       EU Policies & EU enlargement 

Has the EU been an effective party in the Quartet for peace in the Middle East? Do you support Turkey’s EU 

accession? Do you think the EU has done enough to condemn the Gaza blockade? Do you support French attempts 

to outlaw the niqab? Over the next four years how would you campaign for a firm and fair UK and EU foreign policy 

?  What actions would you take to support good governance and democracy in neighbour countries bordering the 

Mediterranean? 

The Liberal Democrats believe that enlargement of the European Union has spread democracy, human 

rights and prosperity through the continent of Europe. The strict membership rules are bringing about 

lasting change in states wanting to join the EU such as in the Balkans and in Turkey by requiring political 

stability, respect for the Rule of Law and a functioning market economy. Liberal Democrats welcome the 

prospect of further enlargement to the Balkans and Turkey in due course.  

The Liberal Democrats will put British values of fairness and the rule of law back at the heart of our 

foreign policy. We will always put the country’s security first. But the national interest demands that we 

work with allies, stand up for human rights, and help people in the poorest parts of the world.  

Last year, we called on parties to agree a permanent ceasefire and an opening of the border crossings 

into Gaza, as the first step to negotiating a comprehensive and final peace settlement, with negotiations 

to take place on the basis of good faith, the principles of international law, all relevant UN Security 

Council Resolutions and reference to the 2002 Arab Peace Initiative.  

We also called for Britain and the European Union to make it clear to Israel that the existing EU-Israel 

Association Agreement will now be suspended if Israel does not urgently lift the blockade of Gaza, 

including of construction materials essential for rebuilding Gaza’s basic public infrastructure such as 

sewage and water works, schools and hospitals.  

On the question of the Niqab  I do not support the France Governments stance. I  would not wish to see 

it banned in the U.K. So long as it is the wish of a woment to wear it, then that is their right to do so. 

 6.       Foreign Policy & Counter Terrorism 

Is the UK government right to exclude Hamas from direct discussions in negotiations for peace in the Middle East? 

What is your view on the UN Goldstone report? Do you think the Arab citizens of Israel are subject to apartheid 

policies? Do you support Palestinians claims of sovereignty over Masjid Al Aqsa (located in occupied East 



www.GetOutAndVote.info 

 

Jerusalem)? What would you do over the next four years to campaign for peace and justice for the Palestinian 

peoples? 

The Liberal Democrats remain committed to a peaceful resolution of this crisis. We believe that a 

sustainable solution will only be reached in the context of two separate Israeli and Palestinian states, 

mutually recognised and internationally accepted. These two states must be viable, peaceful, 

democratic, and exist within borders which are secure and based on the situation before the 1967 

conflict.  

The Liberal Democrats condemn all acts of violence and urge all parties to reject violence in pursuit of 

meaningful negotiations on a lasting settlement to this crisis. We believe that Israel must halt the 

building of settlements in the occupied territories; an act which is illegal under international law and 

threatens the territorial contiguity of a future Palestinian state.  

The Liberal Democrats recognise that Hamas won a democratic mandate when it came to be part of the 

Palestinian authority. But we supported the Quartet (US, UN, EU and Russia) position that Hamas 

respect the “three principles” while in government. Therefore we expected Hamas to renounce 

violence, recognise Israel’s right to exist and accept previous agreements. We are concerned that the 

demand that Hamas recognise Israel as an absolute precondition to any sort of dialogue might be more 

of a hindrance than a help in finding a lasting agreement.  

7.       Labour Market Participation & Income Equality 

What would you do to counter workplace discrimination based on religion and race? How would you combat 

shockingly low levels of employment amongst Muslim youth and women? How would you ensure greater levels of 

Muslim participation in white collar and managerial positions? 

Britain can be incredibly unfair if you are from an ethnic minority community. You are more likely to be 

poor, out of work, and live in deprived areas of the country. To counter discrimination based on religion 

and race we would introduce “name-blank” job application forms in order to prevent discrimination at 

the first round of a job application process. Applicants would get a fair opportunity to secure an 

interview allowing them to present their individual skills and abilities in person. This would make 

discrimination based on someone’s background much harder and help to overcome entrenched 

inequalities.  

In addition, we would go further than the current provisions of the Equality Bill and introduce 

mandatory pay audits for every company that employs 100 people or more. Under these proposals, 

companies would be required to compare the pay of people doing equal work and any pay gaps 

identified. We do however welcome the provisions in the Equality Bill which will allow employers to take 

positive action to appoint people from an under-represented groups.  

8.       Prevent 

Do you feel the Prevent exercise has been a success? Has Prevent skewed the perception and participation of 

Muslims in politics and society through the dominance of a prism of "violent extremism" and terrorism? Moving 

forwards, would you retain or modify Prevent? 
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The Liberal Democrats believe that the initial principle on which the Prevent exercise was supposed to 

be founded was positive, seeking to bring communities together and combat radical Islamist ideas. 

However we have always believed that Prevent must not become an intrusive spying programme that 

destroys relationships within the Muslim community and between Muslims and the rest of society. 

Combating radical Islamist ideas is one thing; gathering and keeping intelligence on the innocent is 

another. Those running Prevent must take account of the citizen’s rights to privacy, and ensure that its 

activities are proportionate to what the intelligence services recognise as a diminishing threat.  

We therefore welcomed the Government’s admission at the end of last year that there have been huge 

failings in this programme. Moving forward, we believe that the government must now start providing 

real solutions to the problems all communities face, rather than marginalising the Muslim community 

still further, starting from the initial principles on which Prevent was to be founded.  

In Sheffield as Leader of the Council, I refused that we implement Prevent as the Government was 

asking and said it should be part of the Community Cohesion strategy and not just be seen as a "Muslim 

issue". 

9.       A Responsible Media 

Is self-regulation of the press effective enough? How might it be tightened? Do sufficient sanctions exist to prevent 

newspapers engaging in absurdly hostile reporting – like recent Daily Express front pages?  

The right of a free press in central to the Liberal Democrats ideology. In the Preamble to the Liberal 

Democrat Constitution it states, “We will at all times defend the right to speak, write, worship, associate 

and vote freely, and we will protect the right of citizens to enjoy privacy in their own lives and homes”. 

This lays out our dedication to each person’s right to free speech and an independent free press.  

10.   Voter Apathy & Disengagement 

Has your party done enough to attract ethnic minorities to stand as parliamentary candidates and if so, why has 

this not translated into a more representative Commons? How would you improve matters in subsequent 

elections? If you are elected, how would you ensure ethnic minority views are regularly listened to in your 

constituency? 

The Ethnic Minority Liberal Democrats (EMLD) exists to develop the education, participation and 

representation of ethnic minorities and others within the Liberal Democrats. This internal organisation is 

very proactive in encouraging, guiding and assisting EMLD members to play a full role in the democratic 

processes of the party at all levels; ensure that formulation of party policy takes due regard of the needs 

and views of ethnic minorities; work towards an equitable representation of members of ethnic minority 

communities on public bodies and in elected public office; campaign and work with ethnic minorities to 

promote and project a positive image of ethnic minorities in the United Kingdom.  

When he became Leader, Nick Clegg pledged to find ways to ensure that we as a Party become more 

representative, including encouraging those from a diverse range of backgrounds and communities to 

represent the Liberal Democrats at every level.  
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There is now a dedicated Diversity unit based at HQ that is responsible for coordinating diversity 

initiatives across the Party. The 'New Generation' initiative has been established to provide those from 

black, Asian and minority ethnic backgrounds with targeted support, training, networking, and 

development opportunities. New Generation members are able to develop their skills, and increase 

their profile both within and outside the Party, in order to achieve their political ambitions.  

Since its launch last year the group has grown to over 60 members, made up of current and potential 

BME parliamentary candidates, councillors and activists. The Party has 43 (7%) candidates from BME 

backgrounds standing in the upcoming election. Regular and on-going targeted support is being 

provided by the Diversity Unit to these candidates.  

The Liberal Democrats have also called for the introduction of the Single Transferable Vote electoral 

system due, in part, to its ability to secure more women and ethnic minorities MPs and enhance 

constituency representation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


