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To learn more about the context within which the following questions are being framed, please read the 

narrative document available on our website (click on ‘key platform issues’ page). 
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PARLIAMENTARY SEAT: Blackburn 

 

1.       Anti Discrimination & Islamophobia 

Do you support the establishment of a parliamentary committee on Islamophobia, akin to the 

parliamentary committee on anti-Semitism? Do you feel current legislation is sufficiently robust to 

protect against Islamophobia? How would you campaign over the next four years to combat 

Islamaphobia? 

 Yes, I would support the setting up of such a Committee. I believe discrimination laws are probably 

okay at present. I would like to see and would campaign the prevention of inflamatory and alarmist 

headlines by the media which fuel Islamophobia. I have worked for the past 7 years on Islamic 

Awareness events which have proved to be very succesful and would roll these events out across the 

country. 

2.       Climate Change & The Environment 

How would you co-opt faith communities to encourage more responsible consumption? How would 

you work with churches / mosques / synagogues and temples to combat climate change? 

Climate Change is not just an issue that effects religion. It effects entire communities, entire nations 

and the entire globe. However education and information would be provided, not just to the 

buildings as mentioned above, but to all the users of religious buildings to use in their own homes 

and businesses. As an example, I support the initiative that would set a target for 40 per cent of UK 

electricity to come from clean, non-carbon-emitting sources by 2020, rising to 100 per cent by 2050. 

3.       Crime & Security 

Do you feel the balance between liberty and security has tipped too far in recent times in favour of 

security? Do you support the provisions contained within Section 44 of the Terrorism Act? Do you 

support the use of control orders and secret evidence? 

Yes, I believe laws have gone too far and are often being misused from their original intention. I am a 

natural Liberal and very passionate about personal freedoms without state interference. I support 

the reduction of time an individual can be held without charge. 

4.       Education & Muslim Faith Schools 



How might the number of Muslim faith schools granted voluntary aided status be improved? Do you 

support an increase in the cost of tuition fees for university students?  Given Muslim levels of 

educational achievement lag considerably behind the national average  how would you 

campaign over the next four years to improve matters? 

I would vote to scrap unfair university tuition fees for all students. However due to the current 

economic situation, this would have to be phased in over a period of 6 years. To begin with, 

students taking their first degree, including those studying part-time, would have no fees to pay, 

saving  them over £10,000 each. 

I would back parents to continue to choose faith-based schools within the 

state-funded sector and allow the establishment of new faith schools. 

I support the cutting of class sizes in primary schools. 

I am a former Chairman of Governors at a school in which 98% of the pupils were Muslim. We 

managed to raise standards considerably by working within the community and encouraging families 

to have a greater input in their childrens education. Learning does not begin and end at the school 

gates. 

5.       EU Policies & EU enlargement 

Has the EU been an effective party in the Quartet for peace in the Middle East? Do you support 

Turkey’s EU accession? Do you think the EU has done enough to condemn the Gaza blockade? Over 

the next four years how would you campaign for a firm and fair UK and EU foreign policy ?  What 

actions would you take to support good governance and democracy in neighbour countries 

bordering the Mediterranean? 

I am fully supportive of Turkey joining the EU. I visit Turkey on an annual basis and speak Turkish to a 

reasonable standard. I believe Turkey and the EUU would benefit if Turkey became a Member of the 

EU. 

The EU has been reasonablly proactive in the Middle East, but I do beliee it could use its influence to 

a greater degree. 

Liberal Democrats will put British values of fairness and the rule of law back at the heart of our 

foreign policy. British people used to be proud of what our country stood for. But Britain’s 

reputation has been damaged by unscrupulous arms deals with dictators, allegations of involvement 

in torture, and of course the disastrous and illegal invasion of Iraq. We will also give greater support 

to conflict prevention – which saves money and saves lives. 

6.       Foreign Policy & Counter Terrorism 

Is the UK government right to exclude Hamas from direct discussions in negotiations for peace in the 

Middle East? What is your view on the UN Goldstone report? Do you think the Arab citizens of Israel 

are subject to apartheid policies? Do you support Palestinians claims of sovereignty over Masjid Al 

Aqsa (located in occupied East Jerusalem). What would you do over the next four years to campaign 

for peace and justice for the Palestinian peoples? 



I can confirm I am extremely sympathetic to the Palestine situation and the one sided nature in 

which both parties are treated by the West. 

It is my belief that the media coverage of the situation is also very biased towards Israel. 

I will always stand up for the rights of Palestinians, and am not afraid to speak out on this subject, 

which is often conveniantly brushed under the carpet by many politicians. 

Israel must be forced to abide by International Law. 

  

Israel is confirmed to have weapons of mass destruction and has been more than aggresive in the 

region for many decades. UN resolutions have been passed against them? 

  

Will the West ever invade Israel? No, they just continue to arm them. This is a most unacceptable 

situation. 

 7.       Labour Market Participation & Income Equality 

What would you do to counter workplace discrimination based on religion and race? How would you 

combat shockingly low levels of employment amongst Muslim youth and women? How would you 

ensure greater levels of Muslim participation in white collar and managerial positions? 

Liberal Democrats want to build a society where everyone has the opportunity to get on in life. Most 

businesses do a great job of supporting their employees, but there is more to do to tackle 

discrimination on the grounds of gender, sexuality, age, race, religion or disability. We want to give 

employees fair opportunities to make the best use of their talents, and greater control over their 

working lives and conditions. Women are still paid less than men. It can be hard to juggle work and 

family life. People from Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic communities are still more likely to suffer 

discrimination. I support  the requirement of name-blind job application forms to reduce sex and 

race discrimination in employment, initially for every company with over 100 employees. 

As stated in an earlier respose, education is key for individuals to advance themselves.Equally is 

opportunity, and I will always advocate opportunity and equality for all. 

8.       Prevent 

Do you feel the Prevent exercise has been a success? Has Prevent skewed the perception and 

participation of Muslims in politics and society through the dominance of a prism of "violent 

extremism" and terrorism? Moving forwards, would you retain or modify Prevent? 

The Government spent millions of pounds trying to prevent Muslim radicalisation in the past few 

years but i believe the initiative has been flawed. It's purpose was and is unclear and it has possibly 

not helped to achieve what it was intended to do. 

Prevent is “producing a sense of victimisation among Muslims and a growing sense of resentment 

and marginalisation in other religious communities.” 

I would modify Prevent.  

9.       A Responsible Media 



Is self-regulation of the press effective enough? How might it be tightened? Do sufficient sanctions 

exist to prevent newspapers engaging in absurdly hostile reporting – like recent Daily Express front 

pages? 

A stated above, I would support legislation to prevent deliberate hostile and alarmist reporting. 

Journalists should report the facts only when reporting a story. However, I do support freedom of 

speech, but that freedom should not be taken for granted or disrespected. 

10.   Voter Apathy & Disengagement 

Has your party done enough to attract ethnic minorities to stand as parliamentary candidates and if 

so, why has this not translated into a more representative Commons? How would you improve 

matters in subsequent elections? If you are elected, how would you ensure ethnic minority views are 

regularly listened to in your constituency?  

The Liberal Democrats have an excellent track record in attracting ethnic minorities to stand in 

elections at all tiers of Government. However a more representative Commons is difficult to be 

achieved with the current electoral first past the post system. This needs reforming immediately. 

As an elected member of a local Council, my Ward has the largest Muslim population in North 

Yorkshire. I have great experience and expertie working within the community and have build great 

friendships. i believe I am trusted and respected and regularly visit mosques, elders and other 

representatives of the community and have a proven track record in delivering their needs. 

 


