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To learn more about the context within which the following questions are being framed, please read the narrative 

document available on our website (click on ‘key platform issues’ page). 
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PARTY: Liberal Democrat  

PARLIAMENTARY SEAT: Peterborough 

 

I have tried to give honest answers to these questions and give you my own views and not merely copy out sections of 

party policy.   I think it is important to have an honest debate about such issues and I am grateful to you for asking  the 

questions.  

 

1.       Anti Discrimination & Islamophobia 

Do you support the establishment of a parliamentary committee on Islamophobia, akin to the parliamentary committee 

on anti-Semitism? Do you feel current legislation is sufficiently robust to protect against Islamophobia? How would you 

campaign over the next four years to combat Islamophobia? 

I believe that all groups within our society have a right to respect and protection against abuse, harassment or 

discrimination.   I think a lot can be done by enforcement of current legislation and by working towards harmonious 

community relations.  Here in Peterborough we have a very diverse population and in the main they live together fairly 

well.   

I would be open to discussion about whether further legislation is needed or the benefits of having a parliamentary 

committee focussing on Islamophobia. 

2.       Climate Change & The Environment 

How would you co-opt faith communities to encourage more responsible consumption? How would you work with 

churches / mosques / synagogues and temples to combat climate change? 

I think this is a very important issue.  People of all faiths who attend churches, mosques, synagogues, temples etc are 

often highly motivated to improve their environment and the lives of their fellow citizens and there is no more important 

issue than tackling climate change.   

I am currently involved in leading a series of Lent discussions on environmental issues at my local church but I am sure 

there is more which can be done. 

3.       Crime & Security 

Do you feel the balance between liberty and security has tipped too far in recent times in favour of security? Do you 

support the provisions contained within Section 44 of the Terrorism Act? Do you support the use of control orders and 

secret evidence? 



4.       Education & Muslim Faith Schools 

How might the number of Muslim faith schools granted voluntary aided status be improved? Do you support an increase 

in the cost of tuition fees for university students?  Given Muslim levels of educational achievement lag considerably 

behind the national average  how would you campaign over the next four years to improve matters? 

In general I would like to see all state funded schools offer a balanced curriculum which ensures that students get an 

opportunity to explore and learn about all the major religions which are found in the UK.   However, I agree that the 

current system is unfair where schools promoting one faith are given greater benefits as opposed to those promoting 

another.  

The Liberal Democrats are pledged to phase out university tuition fees as quickly as possible and therefore our policy is to 

reduce not increase them.  

We have said that we would invest £2.5 billion in improving early years education with a particular focus on those areas 

with significant levels of social deprivation.  In Peterborough it is likely that Central Ward and some other areas with 

significant Muslim communities would benefit greatly from this policy.  

5.       EU Policies & EU enlargement 

Has the EU been an effective party in the Quartet for peace in the Middle East? Do you support Turkey’s EU accession? 

Do you think the EU has done enough to condemn the Gaza blockade? Do you support French attempts to outlaw the 

niqab? Over the next four years how would you campaign for a firm and fair UK and EU foreign policy ?  What actions 

would you take to support good governance and democracy in neighbour countries bordering the Mediterranean? 

 I am a strong supporter of the EU and the UK playing a positive role within it.   I would also support enlargement of the 

EU to include other countries such as Turkey, subject to them satisfying the criteria for entry, including guarantees about 

democracy, political freedom, human rights etc.   I support a strong role for the EU in foreign policy and the UK playing a 

positive role in developing this policy, which should be used as a force to oppose aggression and promote peace and 

respect for human rights wherever possible, including in the Middle East.  

I do not support attempts by any government to outlaw wearing of items of clothing as this is authoritarian and 

unnecessary.   

The best way of guaranteeing good governance and democracy is by promoting an effective role for international bodies 

such as the EU,  the Council of Europe and the United Nations and encouraging all countries to sign up to the conventions 

and codes of behaviour which they promote.  

6.       Foreign Policy & Counter Terrorism 

Is the UK government right to exclude Hamas from direct discussions in negotiations for peace in the Middle East? What 

is your view on the UN Goldstone report? Do you think the Arab citizens of Israel are subject to apartheid policies? Do 

you support Palestinians claims of sovereignty over Masjid Al Aqsa (located in occupied East Jerusalem)? What would you 

do over the next four years to campaign for peace and justice for the Palestinian peoples? 



It has to be recognised that Israel is a democracy but its policies towards its neighbours and to its own arab citizens have 

often not displayed full respect for democratic principles and human rights.  I would like to see a separate independent 

Palestinian state which aims to live in peace with its neighbours.    

7.       Labour Market Participation & Income Equality 

What would you do to counter workplace discrimination based on religion and race? How would you combat shockingly 

low levels of employment amongst Muslim youth and women? How would you ensure greater levels of Muslim 

participation in white collar and managerial positions? 

 Improving educational opportunities as I have mentioned previously is important and removal of barriers to education 

such as tuition fees.   Enforcement of anti discrimination legislation in employment is necessary but I would also like to 

see a more positive approach of promoting the achievments of muslim men and women who have succeeded in business, 

commerce or in other fields ….. both to encourage others to be ambitious but also to show people in control of these 

organisations that race or religion should not be a barrier to promotion or success.  

8.       Prevent 

Do you feel the Prevent exercise has been a success? Has Prevent skewed the perception and participation of Muslims in 

politics and society through the dominance of a prism of "violent extremism" and terrorism? Moving forwards, would you 

retain or modify Prevent? 

I am not familiar in detail with this initiative and would not want to comment on it without further information. 

9.       A Responsible Media 

Is self-regulation of the press effective enough? How might it be tightened? Do sufficient sanctions exist to prevent 

newspapers engaging in absurdly hostile reporting – like recent Daily Express front pages?  

As a Liberal Democrat, I support a free press and I think we all have to accept that sometimes newspapers report the 

news in ways that we do not like.  I believe that current laws on racial discrimination and intentionally stirring up racial 

hatred should be enforced but I would not be in favour of further restrictions being placed on press freedom. 

10.   Voter Apathy & Disengagement 

 

Has your party done enough to attract ethnic minorities to stand as parliamentary candidates and if so, why has this not 

translated into a more representative Commons? How would you improve matters in subsequent elections? If you are 

elected, how would you ensure ethnic minority views are regularly listened to in your constituency? 

If I am honest, the answer is probably no and that is true for all the major parties.  In Peterborough in recent years we 

have usually had two or three Lib Dem candidates from ethnic minorities which is not bad considering we have often only 

put up around 8 to 10 candidates.  We only have a small membership and would welcome people from ethnic minority 

communities who want to join us and help us engage better with their communities. 

We propose to change the electoral system to the Single Transferable Vote system of PR using multi member 

constituencies.  Evidence from other countries indicates that under such a system you get more women, more younger 

people and more people from ethnic minorities elected to councils and to Parliament.  


