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To learn more about the context within which the following questions are being framed, please read the narrative 

document available on our website (click on ‘key platform issues’ page). 

 

NAME: Michael Meacher   

PARTY: Labour   

PARLIAMENTARY SEAT: Oldham West & Royton 

 

1.       Anti Discrimination & Islamophobia 

Do you support the establishment of a parliamentary committee on Islamophobia, akin to the parliamentary committee 

on anti-Semitism? Do you feel current legislation is sufficiently robust to protect against Islamophobia? How would you 

campaign over the next four years to combat Islamophobia? 

I do support the establishment of a committee on Islamaphobia.  I believe the terms of reference should be widely based 

to achieve a maximum benefit.  I feel the current legislation is robust, however I feel the implementation of the 

legislation could be improved.  Campaigning should include representing an area where community problems have and 

do exist.  I constantly campaign and will carry on doing so, both to combat Islamaphobia and bring communities to an 

understanding of people’s religious views and culture.  I have always and will continue to campaign against any racist 

groups. 

2.       Climate Change & The Environment 

How would you co-opt faith communities to encourage more responsible consumption? How would you work with 

churches / mosques / synagogues and temples to combat climate change? 

As a former Environment Minister, I established a number of cutting edge Bills to combat climate change.  I feel very 

strongly that we can all assist in changing how we use the earth’s resources.  A significant amount of my time is devoted 

to speaking out and trying to influence all groups regardless of race, religion or culture.  I believe climate change is our 

biggest challenge and engagement of our whole society is needed to ensure progress. 

3.       Crime & Security 

Do you feel the balance between liberty and security has tipped too far in recent times in favour of security? Do you 

support the provisions contained within Section 44 of the Terrorism Act? Do you support the use of control orders and 

secret evidence? 

I do feel the balance in favour of security has gone too far and fair and more practicable laws need introducing in order to 

protect liberty.  I do not support Section 44 of the Terrorism Act and I voted against it in Parliament.  I do not support the 

use of control orders, but on a very limited basis I think secret evidence may have a use if used legitimately. 

4.       Education & Muslim Faith Schools 
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How might the number of Muslim faith schools granted voluntary aided status be improved? Do you support an increase 

in the cost of tuition fees for university students?  Given Muslim levels of educational achievement lag considerably 

behind the national average  how would you campaign over the next four years to improve matters? 

Regarding grant aided status for schools, I feel this is about all faiths presenting quality educational alternatives to 

parents, improvement needs to come from the bodies responsible, overseen by robust Governance.   I feel in regard to 

Tuition fees, that it’s not necessarily the increase, but in my view it’s about protecting poor income families to make 

absolutely certain they do not suffer disadvantage. Attainment – this is about investment in quality schools and teachers.  

Presently in my constituency the Government are investing £220 million to replace and improve all secondary schools to 

give pupils excellent facilities 

5.       EU Policies & EU enlargement 

Has the EU been an effective party in the Quartet for peace in the Middle East? Do you support Turkey’s EU accession? 

Do you think the EU has done enough to condemn the Gaza blockade? Do you support French attempts to outlaw the 

niqab? Over the next four years how would you campaign for a firm and fair UK and EU foreign policy ?  What actions 

would you take to support good governance and democracy in neighbour countries bordering the Mediterranean? 

1) No, I don’t believe the EU has been effective 

2) I feel Turkey should become an EU partner, but it has to fulfil the test that has been given to other member states 

3) I don’t think the EU has done enough to condemn the Gaza blockade 

4) I don’t support the French initiative regarding the niqab 

5) I think I have always spoken out in Parliament about major issues that affect my constituents on the basis of my 

conscience and what I believe to be right in regard to Foreign policy. 

6) I believe in democracy and good governance as the way forward in any country, no matter wherever it is.  

 6.       Foreign Policy & Counter Terrorism 

Is the UK government right to exclude Hamas from direct discussions in negotiations for peace in the Middle East? What 

is your view on the UN Goldstone report? Do you think the Arab citizens of Israel are subject to apartheid policies? Do 

you support Palestinians claims of sovereignty over Masjid Al Aqsa (located in occupied East Jerusalem)? What would you 

do over the next four years to campaign for peace and justice for the Palestinian peoples? 

1) I believe Hamas should be engaged in discussions for peace 

2) I am totally committed to the Geneva Convention on Human Rights and any contraventions should be dealt with via 

the appropriate processes 

3) Yes I feel strongly that Arab citizens of Israel are treated in a discriminatory manner 

4) I do think Jerusalem presents a special problem.  I believe it should be a city free of domination and governed by and 

for all its residents 

5)  I have been campaigning for many years in national and international forums expressing my views about how to bring 

fairness and peace to the people of Palestine and the whole of Middle East. 

7.       Labour Market Participation & Income Equality 
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What would you do to counter workplace discrimination based on religion and race? How would you combat shockingly 

low levels of employment amongst Muslim youth and women? How would you ensure greater levels of Muslim 

participation in white collar and managerial positions? 

I am totally opposed to any discrimination in the workplace and remain in full support of legislation brought in by the 

Labour Government to strengthen this.   Combating low levels of unemployment is in the main about giving skills to be 

competitive in the work-place . Therefore providing appropriate education, whilst engaging employers is I feel the way 

forward.   Greater levels of participation is about education, in particular in public services.  In Oldham BME people are 

reasonably proportionally represented in the public sector workforce, which I think shows that positive discrimination 

and educational policies in Oldham has had an impact. 

8.       Prevent 

Do you feel the Prevent exercise has been a success? Has Prevent skewed the perception and participation of Muslims in 

politics and society through the dominance of a prism of "violent extremism" and terrorism? Moving forwards, would you 

retain or modify Prevent? 

I feel the Prevent programme has only been partially successful.  I do feel that skewing of perception has been a problem 

of the Prevent exercise.  I think many organisations that have been funded and taken part in the Prevent exercise have in 

the main done a good job, but an evaluation is now needed to make sure that resources are being well directed. 

9.       A Responsible Media 

Is self-regulation of the press effective enough? How might it be tightened? Do sufficient sanctions exist to prevent 

newspapers engaging in absurdly hostile reporting – like recent Daily Express front pages? 

I do feel self-regulation is not enough.  I believe regulation should be from an independent organisation as the complaints 

process if not robust enough.  However other laws exist in this country to protect against race hate and libellous 

statements and these have to be used in conjunction.  

10.   Voter Apathy & Disengagement 

 

Has your party done enough to attract ethnic minorities to stand as parliamentary candidates and if so, why has this not 

translated into a more representative Commons? How would you improve matters in subsequent elections? If you are 

elected, how would you ensure ethnic minority views are regularly listened to in your constituency? 

 

I feel the Labour Party has done a great deal to attract under represented groups to encourage them to be Parliamentary 

or local candidates.  Labour councillors in my constituency number 16, of which 7 are Asian.  The Asian population of 

Oldham is 20% of the total, so I feel Labour policies with regard to this matter are heading in the right direction.  

Improving voter engagement is about communication, equality of opportunity and these are things I always promote.   

  

I see many constituents on a regular basis through weekly advice sessions, attending regular meetings, and engaging 

people from all communities.  I also provide a fully staffed local office that deals with constituent’s problems daily. 

 

 

 

 


