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To learn more about the context within which the following questions are being framed, please read the narrative 

document available on our website (click on ‘key platform issues’ page). 
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1.       Anti Discrimination & Islamophobia 

Do you support the establishment of a parliamentary committee on Islamophobia, akin to the parliamentary committee 

on anti-Semitism? Do you feel current legislation is sufficiently robust to protect against Islamophobia? How would you 

campaign over the next four years to combat Islamophobia? 

I am glad to affirm my support for a Parliamentary Committee on Islamaphobia. I feel that current legislation is largely 

robust enough to protect against Islamaphobia - the problem lies in the fact that the Government is far too willing to stir 

up scares about the Muslim community for its own ends, and that the police and intelligence services seem incapable of 

recognising that the vast majority of Muslims in the UK are law-abiding, community minded citizens. I would campaign 

for greater understanding between communities - as a Unitarian, I strongly believe that religious traditions share 

fundamental truths (the importance of compassion, action in service of others, social justice, and many more) and would 

work with the Muslim community in Hackney to build better links with other communities, both from other faith 

traditions and the secular community.  

2.       Climate Change & The Environment 

How would you co-opt faith communities to encourage more responsible consumption? How would you work with 

churches / mosques / synagogues and temples to combat climate change? 

Faith communities have a vital part to play in the fight against climate change, and it is particularly important to work 

with the Muslim community on these issues, given the immense effects that will be felt in the Islamic world as a result of 

our consumption. I have worked on this issue for my whole professional life, including working closely with faith 

organisations such as Operation NOAH and CAFOD. I would appeal to the religious traditions which I mentioned above 

(compassion, humility, social justice and so on) to make a case that action on climate change, and the environment, 

should be a matter of grave concern for people of faith. 

3.       Crime & Security 

Do you feel the balance between liberty and security has tipped too far in recent times in favour of security? Do you 

support the provisions contained within Section 44 of the Terrorism Act? Do you support the use of control orders and 

secret evidence? 
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 Yes, the balance has tipped far too far towards a surveillance state. I do not support Section 44 of the Terrorism Act, nor 

do I support control orders and secret evidence. Justice must be carried out with due process, or it is not justice. As 

someone who has been stopped under Section 44 myself, I particularly object! 

4.       Education & Muslim Faith Schools 

How might the number of Muslim faith schools granted voluntary aided status be improved? Do you support an increase 

in the cost of tuition fees for university students?  Given Muslim levels of educational achievement lag considerably 

behind the national average  how would you campaign over the next four years to improve matters? 

I would not want to see faith schools of any type given aid from the state sector. I believe in comprehensive education for 

all, and am not in favour of private education. I oppose not only an increase in tuition fees, but tuition fees more 

generally. I believe that levels of education within the Muslim community can be improved not only by ensuring the 

widespread availability of translation services, free ESOL classes and other means of widening access to education, but 

also by addressing the poverty and inequality which are the root causes of much of the 'education gap' in the UK today. 

5.       EU Policies & EU enlargement 

Has the EU been an effective party in the Quartet for peace in the Middle East? Do you support Turkey’s EU accession? 

Do you think the EU has done enough to condemn the Gaza blockade? Do you support French attempts to outlaw the 

niqab? Over the next four years how would you campaign for a firm and fair UK and EU foreign policy ?  What actions 

would you take to support good governance and democracy in neighbour countries bordering the Mediterranean? 

I believe that the EU can and should pursue a stronger line on peace in the MIddle East, particularly when it comes to 

discussions with Israel. As my party's leader (Caroline Lucas MEP) has regularly pointed out, Israel cannot continue to be 

held to a more lenient standard than other countries in the region. Not enough has been done to condemn the Gaza 

blockade, and I would campaign strongly for a full and immediate withdrawal of British troops from Afghanistan. I do not 

support the outlawing of the niqab. 

6. Foreign Policy & Counter Terrorism  

Is the UK government right to exclude Hamas from direct discussions in negotiations for peace in the Middle East? What 

is your view on the UN Goldstone report? Do you think the Arab citizens of Israel are subject to apartheid policies? Do 

you support Palestinians claims of sovereignty over Masjid Al Aqsa (located in occupied East Jerusalem)? What would you 

do over the next four years to campaign for peace and justice for the Palestinian peoples? 

I believe that all parties to a conflict must be privy to discussions and negotiations for a real peace to be possible. I 

support the Goldstone report, as it seems to me to be a fair and balanced summary of a conflict in which clear war crimes 

were committed. While I would not use the phrase 'apartheid', as it pertains to a particular time and place, it is absolutely 

clear that Arab citizens of Israel are discriminated against in a disgraceful way. I do not believe that either Palestinian or 

Israeli states should own the Al Aqsa site, but that it is should be a UN protectorate, available for all to visit. I would 

remain involved, as I am now, with campaigns such as the Palestinian Solidarity Campaign, and use my voice in 

Parliament to speak out for peace and justice in Palestine. 

7.       Labour Market Participation & Income Equality 
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What would you do to counter workplace discrimination based on religion and race? How would you combat shockingly 

low levels of employment amongst Muslim youth and women? How would you ensure greater levels of Muslim 

participation in white collar and managerial positions? 

I would push for firm and consistent application of existing laws, as well as increased availability of legal aid and support. I 

would combat low levels of employment amongst Muslim youth and women through the same schemes which the Green 

Party would introduce across all sectors of society - massive investment in new social housing, low-carbon infrastructure 

and public transport, creating a massive increase in jobs. I would seek to introduce stricter laws around the reporting and 

monitoring of equality targets for companies, and press the public sector to improve its record in this area. 

8.       Prevent 

Do you feel the Prevent exercise has been a success? Has Prevent skewed the perception and participation of Muslims in 

politics and society through the dominance of a prism of "violent extremism" and terrorism? Moving forwards, would you 

retain or modify Prevent? 

I think that the Prevent agenda has been a disaster. It seeks to turn communities against one another on the basis of 

suspicion and distrust, and is completely lacking in transparency and accountability. I would immediately scrap the 

Prevent agenda, freeing up the money for targetted investment to reduce inequality in areas of high deprivation, which 

do far more than terrorism to make the lives of UK citizens a misery. 

9.       A Responsible Media 

Is self-regulation of the press effective enough? How might it be tightened? Do sufficient sanctions exist to prevent 

newspapers engaging in absurdly hostile reporting – like recent Daily Express front pages?  

Current regulation of the press by the PCC is absurdly weak. The PCC must be made truly independent, given a much 

stronger remit to pursue factually incorrect reporting, and enabled to demand front page retractions for offensive or 

inaccurate stories, as well as significant fines. 

10.   Voter Apathy & Disengagement 

 

Has your party done enough to attract ethnic minorities to stand as parliamentary candidates and if so, why has this not 

translated into a more representative Commons? How would you improve matters in subsequent elections? If you are 

elected, how would you ensure ethnic minority views are regularly listened to in your constituency? 

The Green Party's record on this matter is improving, with a number of our candidates in this election originating from 

ethnic minority communities. However, we still have a long way to go, and recognise this. Our Party's National Executive 

has a dedicated Equalities and Diversity Coordinator, who is working to ensure that more prominent BME candidates are 

fielded at every subsequent election. If elected, I will commit to regularly visiting faith and community centres to hold my 

surgeries, and to outreach to local mosques to ensure that all my constituents have access to their MP. 

 


