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To learn more about the context within which the following questions are being framed, please read the narrative 

document available on our website (click on ‘key platform issues’ page). 

 

NAME: Martin Francis   

PARTY: Green Party 

PARLIAMENTARY SEAT: Brent North 

 

 

1.       Anti Discrimination & Islamophobia 

Do you support the establishment of a parliamentary committee on Islamophobia, akin to the parliamentary committee 

on anti-Semitism? Do you feel current legislation is sufficiently robust to protect against Islamophobia? How would you 

campaign over the next four years to combat Islamophobia? 

I think there are two strands to Islamophobia. The first  is institutional Islamophobia akin to institutional racism, where 

organisations through their structures and processes discriminate against Muslims.  The parliamentary committee and 

legislation may be useful here. It should be noted that the government’s Prevent Strategy itself is an example of 

institutional Islamophobia, as it tends to treat the whole Muslim community as potential terrorists. This in turn gives 

official backing to the claims of extreme right-wing groups. 

The second is that represented by Islamophobic  groups on the far right. The main way to combat Islamophobia in the 

community is through mobilisation, campaigning and education. In a multi-cultural, multi-faith area such as Brent this can 

be done through the community uniting together as they did in Harrow when the Mosque was under attack from Stop 

the Islamisation of Europe and the English Defence League. I was one of the organisers of the counter-demonstration.  

Many right-wing organisations have substituted overt racism for an attack on the Muslim community instead, providing a 

highly visible scapegoat to discontents prevalent in the current economic and social climate. The Green Party opposes 

such right wing organisations and our policies address issues such as unemployment, housing and the banking crisis that 

feed discontent. It is important that Muslim citizens take part in the political process, whichever party they support, in 

order to tackle these issues. 

As well as the education that takes place in schools and colleges there is also a case for broader education in the 

community so that misinformation and stereotypes can be challenged.  This can be done through meetings, open days, 

community events and ongoing work in community organisations. The work of An-Nisa at their Sunday school in Park 

Lane, Wembley is exemplary in this regard. 

At a wider level we need to look at British involvement in the Middle East and Afghanistan.  The Green Party supports the 

Palestine Solidarity Campaign and I am chair of the Brent branch. The Green Party conference has voted for the 

withdrawal of troops from Afghanistan and a regional settlement.   

2.       Climate Change & The Environment 
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How would you co-opt faith communities to encourage more responsible consumption? How would you work with 

churches / mosques / synagogues and temples to combat climate change? 

 Such organisations are often already involved in the issue in Brent North and umbrella organisations such as the Brent 

Campaign Climate Change and the Brent Sustainability Forum should make faith groups, community organisations, 

residents associations, businesses and individuals welcome. The Brent Town Hall Library recently displayed some 

sustainability posters produced by a Muslim organisation aimed at the whole community. Climate Change threatens the 

future of the whole human race and we need to all come together to take immediate action locally, as well as develop 

long-term approaches. Places of worship have an enormous role to play in making their participants aware of the issue 

and mobilising them. 

3.       Crime & Security 

Do you feel the balance between liberty and security has tipped too far in recent times in favour of security? Do you 

support the provisions contained within Section 44 of the Terrorism Act? Do you support the use of control orders and 

secret evidence? 

The government has used ‘national security’ and the threat of terrorism to undermine the liberty of UK citizens and I am 

opposed to control orders and the use of secret evidence. It is clear that its powers under the Terrorism Act are often 

misused, whether via Stop and Search or the banning of photography in particular places or at particular events. The 

most damning evidence are the disproportionate sentences currently being served on young Muslims who were arrested 

when protesting outside the Israeli Embassy during the Gaza conflict.  

4.       Education & Muslim Faith Schools 

How might the number of Muslim faith schools granted voluntary aided status be improved? Do you support an increase 

in the cost of tuition fees for university students?  Given Muslim levels of educational achievement lag considerably 

behind the national average how would you campaign over the next four years to improve matters? 

 Although while voluntary-aided Jewish and Christian schools exist there can be no justification for refusing voluntary 

status to properly constituted Muslim schools, and such a Muslim primary school exists in Brent, I am against state 

supported faith schools.  I am also against privately sponsored but publicly funded academies. I think all schools should 

be open to people of all faiths or none and directly democratically accountable through the local authorities. Education in 

these schools should include a celebration and recognition of religious diversity and spirituality. I was headteacher in 

school with more than 30% Muslim pupils (other faiths included Christian, Hindu and Buddhist) and parents were 

consulted about religious worship in the school and overwhelmingly endorsed our multi-faith approach – as did the pupils 

when consulted via the School Council. Some Muslim parents told me that they had deliberately chosen the school 

because of its multi-faith approach and inclusive policies. 

The issue of Muslim under-achievement requires research. I was involved in the work of the Inner London Education 

Authority, which investigated under-achievement in terms of ethnicity, gender and class. As the Muslim community 

includes people from many different ethnicities and different social classes, the under-achievement needs unpicking. 

There needs to be a major inquiry along the lines of the reports into Black under-achievement to investigate whether 

under-achievement is linked to economic deprivation, housing issues, institutional attitudes in schools (including low 

expectations), access to resources, the disaffection of Muslim youth etc.  The Muslim community needs to be well 

represented in any such inquiry and the government committed to taking action on its findings. 
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The Green Party’s position on tuition fees and student loans means that students will not have to pay tuition fees. The 

Green Party supports grants not loans, providing a basic income sufficient for needs while in full time education. 

5.       EU Policies & EU enlargement 

Has the EU been an effective party in the Quartet for peace in the Middle East? Do you support Turkey’s EU accession? 

Do you think the EU has done enough to condemn the Gaza blockade? Do you support French attempts to outlaw the 

niqab? Over the next four years how would you campaign for a firm and fair UK and EU foreign policy?  What actions 

would you take to support good governance and democracy in neighbour countries bordering the Mediterranean? 

The Quartet has not been very effective and this can be attributed to the EU’s less than robust approach to Israel’s 

treatment of the Palestinian people.  I support Turkey’s EU accession application and believe that they should be treated 

no differently than any other applicant in terms of conditions etc. The problem is that that the extent of Islamophobia in 

some EU states and political parties means that such equal treatment is not forthcoming. I do not support the French 

attacks on the Niqab.  There are a tiny number of users and it is clearly a populist campaign exploiting Islamophobia. I 

would support the Green Party MEPs in our policy, which is that:  ‘We believe the EU should be transparent and 

accountable. It should respect the ability of people to make decisions about their own communities. We believe in a 

Europe that is culturally, ethnically and economically diverse, where rights are protected for all and discrimination, 

poverty and inequality are consigned to history. ‘ As an MP I would campaign at every opportunity to get the government 

to adopt a similar policy.  Although we can encourage and support moves on good governance and democracy in 

countries bordering the Mediterranean, this is a matter for the people themselves and the social movements that are 

developing in places such as Egypt. I would not support the imposition of ‘democracy’ through war and foreign 

occupation 

 

6.       Foreign Policy & Counter Terrorism 

Is the UK government right to exclude Hamas from direct discussions in negotiations for peace in the Middle East? What 

is your view on the UN Goldstone report? Do you think the Arab citizens of Israel are subject to apartheid policies? Do 

you support Palestinians claims of sovereignty over Masjid Al Aqsa (located in occupied East Jerusalem)? What would you 

do over the next four years to campaign for peace and justice for the Palestinian peoples? 

 We cannot support democracy on one hand and then refuse to deal with those elected on the other. We should be 

speaking to Hamas as we did to the IRA and other organisations in the past.  The Green Party endorses the 

recommendations of the Goldstone Report and Caroline Lucas MEP and Green Party leader called for such in the 

European Parliament.  I believe that Israel should withdraw from all its occupied territories and cease its actions in East 

Jerusalem. I will carry on campaigning for peace and justice for the Palestinian people in my parliamentary role as I 

already do through the Green Party and the Palestine Solidarity Campaign. 

7.       Labour Market Participation & Income Equality 

What would you do to counter workplace discrimination based on religion and race? How would you combat shockingly 

low levels of employment amongst Muslim youth and women? How would you ensure greater levels of Muslim 

participation in white collar and managerial positions? 

 Although legislation may be part of the answer it is also important that these issues be taken up by trade unions. I would 

campaign for increased membership of trade unions by Muslim workers and also for trade unions to take the issue of 

workplace discrimination or grounds or race and religion seriously and pursue such cases with vigour. In my former role 
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as President of West London Teachers Association (NUT) some years ago I took on several such cases, one of which went 

to an Industrial Tribunal.   

Increasing participation in white-collar jobs and managerial positions involves a twin strategy of changing the attitudes of 

employers and of increasing the confidence and aspiration of Muslim workers. This can be pursued through work in 

schools and universities with successful Muslim speakers and through special courses aimed at giving Muslim workers the 

skills and confidence to go for higher positions. Courses along these lines already exist with regard to ethnic minority 

workers in education. 

8. Prevent 

 

Do you feel the Prevent exercise has been a success? Has Prevent skewed the perception and participation of Muslims in 

politics and society through the dominance of a prism of "violent extremism" and terrorism? Moving forwards, would you 

retain or modify Prevent? 

 See 1 above. It has not been a success and has promoted disaffection.  I would want to look at alternative positive 

strategies to improve Muslim participation in civic life and encourage recognition by the rest of the population of the 

positive contribution that the Muslim community makes to the UK. 

9.       A Responsible Media 

Is self-regulation of the press effective enough? How might it be tightened? Do sufficient sanctions exist to prevent 

newspapers engaging in absurdly hostile reporting – like recent Daily Express front pages?  

 I am for a free press and oppose censorship. The Green Party wants to reform OFCOM so that it takes on statutory 

responsibility for regulation of the print media. Its scope should be widened so that it considers social and cultural 

concerns as well as commercial ones. It would provide the regulatory framework for the Press Complaints Commission. 

We would seek stronger controls on the concentration of media ownership in a few hands 

10.   Voter Apathy & Disengagement 

 

Has your party done enough to attract ethnic minorities to stand as parliamentary candidates and if so, why has this not 

translated into a more representative Commons? How would you improve matters in subsequent elections? If you are 

elected, how would you ensure ethnic minority views are regularly listened to in your constituency? 

 

We are not yet represented in the House of Commons but do need to do more to attract ethnic minority members and 

candidates.  This can be best achieved by making our policies relevant to these communities in terms of our commitment 

to environmental and social justice, and demonstrating that when we do get elected in local councils we implement our 

policies effectively. 

 

 


