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document available on our website (click on ‘key platform issues’ page). 
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1.       Anti Discrimination & Islamophobia 

Do you support the establishment of a parliamentary committee on Islamophobia, akin to the parliamentary committee 

on anti-Semitism? Do you feel current legislation is sufficiently robust to protect against Islamophobia? How would you 

campaign over the next four years to combat Islamophobia? 

Yes, I would support the establishment of a Parliamentary committee on Islamophobia and discrimination. 

However, I do not believe legislation alone will help build the fair, united society I want to see. My 

campaigning would be as with all groups of our community, namely to promote inclusiveness, greater 

understanding and opportunities for all groups within our society. 

 

The main issue I have already campaigned on is discrimination against young Muslim men, in particular by 

calling for the scrapping of ID Cards, removal of all innocent people from the DNA database and the scrapping 

of court orders. 

 

2.       Climate Change & The Environment 

How would you co-opt faith communities to encourage more responsible consumption? How would you work with 

churches / mosques / synagogues and temples to combat climate change? 

Liberal Democrats believe that climate change poses the biggest threat to our world than anything else. The 

biggest polluters are industries and buildings. As many faith communities own many buildings across the 

country and indeed across the world, I would look at ways in which local authorities/government could help 

such faith groups address the problems of climate change. 

 

As pillars of our society I also believe faith groups have an important role to play in promoting more 

responsible consumption within our communities. 

 

3.       Crime & Security 

Do you feel the balance between liberty and security has tipped too far in recent times in favour of security? Do you 

support the provisions contained within Section 44 of the Terrorism Act? Do you support the use of control orders and 

secret evidence? 
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 Whilst security is paramount to protecting our citizens, I do not believe that ID Cards would effectively help in 

the fight against terrorism and serious crime. Arguably, they set a false sense of security. The way to tackle 

terrorism and security issues is by intelligence led work within our communities. That requires the confidence 

and trust of Muslim communities.  

 

I do not see how such relationships are engendered by the use of ID Cards, control orders or keeping innocent 

people’s DNA on a database, which ‘targets’ minority groups. 

 

I do not support the provisions of s44 Terrorism Act and would seek to scrap control orders. 

 

4.       Education & Muslim Faith Schools 

How might the number of Muslim faith schools granted voluntary aided status be improved? Do you support an increase 

in the cost of tuition fees for university students?  Given Muslim levels of educational achievement lag considerably 

behind the national average  how would you campaign over the next four years to improve matters? 

The Liberal Democrats would scrap tuition fees completely over a period of 6 years, starting with final year 

students in the next academic year. This would subsequently be scrapped for part time students and then 

second year and then first year full time students. This policy recognises the state of our public finances and 

puts a priority on access to higher education based on ability and not ones bank balance. 

 

In order to promote a fair start in life for our children, Liberal Democrats will also put extra money into schools 

(£53m across Lancashire each year) to enable smaller class sizes and one to one tuition for those students who 

need it. The policy would particularly benefit those students who fall below the National Average in 

attainment levels. 

 

5.       EU Policies & EU enlargement 

Has the EU been an effective party in the Quartet for peace in the Middle East? Do you support Turkey’s EU accession? 

Do you think the EU has done enough to condemn the Gaza blockade? Do you support French attempts to outlaw the 

niqab? Over the next four years how would you campaign for a firm and fair UK and EU foreign policy ?  What actions 

would you take to support good governance and democracy in neighbour countries bordering the Mediterranean? 

 I am not sure the EU has been as effective as it could be. Within the coming days they will again decide 

whether to upgrade Israel in the EU. This decision was originally suspended in December 2008 following 

Israel’s bombing of Gaza. Given the continued blockade of Gaza I hope the EU again deny Israel greater access 

to the EU. In fact I believe the EU could do more by an embargo of trade with Israel. Only when Israel fails to 

gain legitimacy in the world will they begin to seriously engage in peace talks acknowledging the Palestinian 

state and withdrawing from the settlements. 

 

I support an enlargement of the EU with countries like Turkey and the Balkans eventually joining the EU. I not 

support the outlawing of the niqab. 

6.       Foreign Policy & Counter Terrorism 

Is the UK government right to exclude Hamas from direct discussions in negotiations for peace in the Middle East? What 

is your view on the UN Goldstone report? Do you think the Arab citizens of Israel are subject to apartheid policies? Do 
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you support Palestinians claims of sovereignty over Masjid Al Aqsa (located in occupied East Jerusalem)? What would you 

do over the next four years to campaign for peace and justice for the Palestinian peoples? 

No, I do not believe the government were right to exclude Hamas from the negotiations for peace. They are 

the democratically elected government for Palestine. If anything their exclusion has caused more damage than 

benefit. 

 

As with many of my LibDem colleagues I would call on the UN to act on the Goldstone Report. There should be 

an international tribunal to look at allegations of war crimes. Both Labour and the Conservatives have tried to 

bury this report. 

 

I believe there is a ground swell against the apartheid type policies of Israel. For my part, I will continue to 

speak up for the people of Palestine, both publicly and in my lobbying. With a sense for common humanity, 

maybe an anti-apartheid type movement will gain the critical mass needed to influence world opinion against 

the actions of Israel. 

 

7.       Labour Market Participation & Income Equality 

What would you do to counter workplace discrimination based on religion and race? How would you combat shockingly 

low levels of employment amongst Muslim youth and women? How would you ensure greater levels of Muslim 

participation in white collar and managerial positions? 

 I think this is all tied to a fairer Britain and a united society which has opportunities for everyone. Liberal 

Democrats will give greater support to people needing training or finding a job. Rather than waiting for 12 

months before the current government offer any help, LibDems will provide help from day one of being 

unemployed. 

 

I do not support the idea of positive discrimination towards any particular group. However, I do acknowledge 

that certain groups do need more support and help to gain access to the jobs they want. 

 

8.       Prevent 

Do you feel the Prevent exercise has been a success? Has Prevent skewed the perception and participation of Muslims in 

politics and society through the dominance of a prism of "violent extremism" and terrorism? Moving forwards, would you 

retain or modify Prevent? 

I am not familiar with the details of the government’s Preventing Violent Extremism program. However, I fully 

support the need for all sections of society, including British Muslims, to play an active role in society and 

politics. 

 

Nonetheless, to frame such inclusiveness as preventing violent extremism seems to me to paint British 

Muslims as ‘potential terrorists’ rather than ‘valued members of our society’. 

 

We need to promote inclusiveness, but that is undermined if cast under the suspicions of the state. 
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9.       A Responsible Media 

Is self-regulation of the press effective enough? How might it be tightened? Do sufficient sanctions exist to prevent 

newspapers engaging in absurdly hostile reporting – like recent Daily Express front pages?  

If something has incorrectly reported I believe and would support legislation that forces newspapers to print 

an apology on the same page and covering the same area as the original report. Since this would not help sell 

papers they may just be more selective in what they print and be more fair and accurate in their reporting, 

particularly of Islamic issues. 

 

The real point here is that the current modus operandi of the Press Complaints Commission is not working and 

needs to be changed. 

 

10.   Voter Apathy & Disengagement 

 

Has your party done enough to attract ethnic minorities to stand as parliamentary candidates and if so, why has this not 

translated into a more representative Commons? How would you improve matters in subsequent elections? If you are 

elected, how would you ensure ethnic minority views are regularly listened to in your constituency? 

 

I am not sure we have done enough because there is still a gross imbalance of ethnic minorities and woman in 

Parliament. How would I improve matters? I think we have to be more engaging of all groups, which means 

actively seeking out and listening to ethnic minority groups and campaigning on the issues that matter to 

them. That is best done face to face and whether elected as an MP or not I hope to continue with the dialogue 

I have established with Muslim groups. 

 


