
www.GetOutAndVote.info 

 

 

March 2010 

 

 

General Election 2010 - Parliamentary Candidate Responses to Get Out & Vote! Key Platform Issues 

 

To learn more about the context within which the following questions are being framed, please read the narrative 

document available on our website (click on ‘key platform issues’ page). 

 

NAME: Mark Hendrick   

PARTY: Labour   

PARLIAMENTARY SEAT: Preston 

 

 

1. Anti Discrimination & Islamophobia 

 

Do you support the establishment of a parliamentary committee on Islamophobia , akin to the 

parliamentary committee on anti-Semitism?   

 

Yes  

 

Do you feel current legislation is sufficiently robust to protect against Islamophobia?  

 

No legislation can be sufficiently robust to wholly protect against religious hatred or racial hatred, 

although the Racial and Religious Hatred Act (opposed by the Conservative Party in Parliament) that we 

passed in 2006 is a huge milestone and adds to the strengthening that we carried out to the Race 

Relations Act in 2000. 

 

How would you campaign over the next four years to combat Islamophobia?   

 

I will continue to campaign publicly against all forms of discrimination as I have done over the 25 years 

of my life in politics. 

  

2. Climate Change & The Environment  

 

How would you co-opt faith communities to encourage more responsible consumption? How would you 

work with churches / mosques / synagogues and temples to combat climate change?  

 

I spent three years working in the Department of the Environment with the Secretary of State for the 

Environment, the Rt Hon Margaret Beckett helping to establish the European Emissions Trading Scheme 

which is the basis of the UK's approach to dealing with CO2 emissions.  In addition we established the 

Carbon Trust which is encouraging all organisations, including faith groups, on how they can minimise 

their carbon footprint and actively tackle climate change.  I am willing to work with any organisation 

including faith groups that is willing to make a contribution to reducing CO2 emissions in the UK. 

  

3. Crime & Security 
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Do you feel the balance between liberty and security has tipped too far in recent times in favour of 

security? Do you support the provisions contained within Section 44 of the Terrorism Act? Do you 

support the use of control orders and secret evidence?  

 

I do not accept that the balance between liberty and security has tipped too far in favour of security.  I 

have heard from private discussions with previous Home Secretaries about the level of threat of 

terrorism and the problems we face which are not generally known to the wider public.  I generally 

support Section 44 of the Terrorism Act but do have concerns about the stop and search powers which 

are open to possible abuse by the Police.  I do support the use of control orders and of secret evidence, 

as control orders are a more acceptable alternative to incarceration, and by making the source of 

evidence known to secure a conviction could jeopardise the integrity of the intelligence services. 

  

4. Education & Muslim Faith Schools  

 

How might the number of Muslim faith schools granted voluntary aided status be improved?  

 

The government has taken the lead on this issue and we have passed legislation to allow Muslim faith 

schools to be maintained on a grant basis the same as Catholic and Jewish schools.  However, I believe 

that this could be improved by the government offering guidance to local authorities where local 

authorities are reluctant to implement faith schools where it is the wish of schools to establish 

themselves. 

 

Do you support an increase in the cost of tuition fees for university students?  

 

No 

 

Given Muslim levels of educational achievement lag considerably behind the national average how 

would you campaign over the next four years to improve matters?   

 

It is the policy of my government to raise all standards of educational achievement and here in Preston 

there is to my knowledge no lag in educational achievement on the part of Muslim students.  In 

particular, Preston Muslim Girls Schools produces some of the best results in the county. 

  

5. EU Policies & EU enlargement  

 

Has the EU been an effective party in the Quartet for peace in the Middle East?  

 

Yes 

 

Do you support Turkey’s EU accession?  

 

Yes 

 

Do you think the EU has done enough to condemn the Gaza blockade?  

 

Yes 

 

Do you support French attempts to outlaw the niqab?  
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No 

 

Over the next four years how would you campaign for a firm and fair UK and EU foreign policy ?  

 

I have served in the Foreign Office as Parliamentary Private Secretary to Margaret Beckett as Foreign 

Secretary and I am currently serving as PPS in the Foreign Office.  I am currently bringing all the 

influence I can on Ministers to ensure a firm and fair UK & EU foreign policy. 

 

What actions would you take to support good governance and democracy in neighbour countries 

bordering the Mediterranean?  

I am a big supporter of the Euromed policy of the European Union which supports good government and 

democracy by enabling countries in the Mediterranean to adopt similar standards of government and 

human rights to our own.  Several years ago I gave a major key note speech in Morocco at a conference 

organised by the EU on these issues, and will continue to promote good relations between the EU and 

Mediterranean states to improve trade, reduce poverty and thereby minimise the attractions of 

terrorism in particular in North African countries. 

 

6. Foreign Policy & Counter Terrorism  

 

Is the UK government right to exclude Hamas from direct discussions in negotiations for peace in the 

Middle East?  

 

Yes, Hamas is still considered a terrorist organisation despite its success in democratic elections within 

Palestine.  The British government will only engage with Hamas through Egypt which acts as an 

intermediary until Hamas fully renounces terrorism this will continue to be the case. 

 

What is your view on the UN Goldstone report?  

 

The report was balanced and in my view the UK government should have supported the report rather 

than abstain on it at the United Nations. 

 

Do you think the Arab citizens of Israel are subject to apartheid policies?  

 

Yes 

 

Do you support Palestinians claims of sovereignty over Masjid Al Aqsa (located in occupied East 

Jerusalem)?  

 

Yes I have visited the Al Aqsa mosque in East Jerusalem, and have made two visits to Palestine since 

being elected and in once of those visits entered Gaza as well. 

 

What would you do over the next four years to campaign for peace and justice for the Palestinian 

peoples?  

 

I will continue to campaign for peace and justice for the Palestinian people both here in the UK and 

when travelling abroad. 
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7. Labour Market Participation & Income Equality  

 

What would you do to counter workplace discrimination based on religion and race?  

 

We have passed the Racial and Religious Hatred Act which is aimed at combating discrimination in the 

workplace in particular where public authorities are concerned.  I believe that this should be extended 

to cover private employers as well. 

 

How would you combat shockingly low levels of employment amongst Muslim youth and women? 

 

 The strengthening of legislation is one lever to use however, we must endeavour to change 'hearts and 

minds' and this can best be achieved through good education in schools for the long term aims of 

improving employment and countering discrimination; but also in the improvement of the economy 

which will create a larger supply of jobs and with good legislation should help combat discrimination in 

employment. 

 

How would you ensure greater levels of Muslim participation in white collar and managerial positions?  

 

Answer as previous question. 

  

8. Prevent  

 

Do you feel the Prevent exercise has been a success? Has Prevent skewed the perception and 

participation of Muslims in politics and society through the dominance of a prism of "violent extremism" 

and terrorism? Moving forwards, would you retain or modify Prevent? 

 

 I am aware of the programme and the large amounts of money that have been spent on it.  However, I 

don’t know how success can be measured on a project like this because we don’t know how many 

Muslims would have turned to violent extremism or terrorism had this project not been in place. 

  

9. A Responsible Media  

 

Is self-regulation of the press effective enough?  

 

No 

 

How might it be tightened?  

 

Either the PCC should be given more teeth or regulation/legislation should be much tougher. 

 

Do sufficient sanctions exist to prevent newspapers engaging in absurdly hostile reporting – like recent 

Daily Express front pages?  

 

No 

  

10. Voter Apathy & Disengagement  
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Has your party done enough to attract ethnic minorities to stand as parliamentary candidates and if so, 

why has this not translated into a more representative Commons?  

 

The Labour Party has not yet done enough to attract ethnic minorities to stand as parliamentary 

candidates to produce a more representative Commons.  However, the Labour Party has done more 

than any other party in British history and we have approaching 30 parliamentary representatives in 

both the House of Commons and the House of Lords at the moment.   

 

How would you improve matters in subsequent elections?  

 

This situation should improve after the next election where we have selected more ethnic minority 

candidates. 

 

If you are elected, how would you ensure ethnic minority views are regularly listened to in your 

constituency?  

 

I will continue to seek out and listen to the views of my ethnic minority communities, and as an ethnic 

minority Member of Parliament I feel that I am the best placed to understand these views even though I 

may not on every instance agree with them. 

  

  

  

 


