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To learn more about the context within which the following questions are being framed, please read the narrative 

document available on our website (click on ‘key platform issues’ page). 
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1.       Anti Discrimination & Islamophobia 

Do you support the establishment of a parliamentary committee on Islamophobia, akin to the parliamentary committee 

on anti-Semitism? Do you feel current legislation is sufficiently robust to protect against Islamophobia? How would you 

campaign over the next four years to combat Islamophobia? 

I do support the establishment of a parliamentary committee on Islamaphobia. The main way I’d campaign to combat 

Islamaphobia is education, because I think the main problem is a misunderstanding of it. People jump to assumptions 

about what it is and isn’t without a base for their understanding, so I think education is one of the important actions that 

can be taken. 

2.       Climate Change & The Environment 

How would you co-opt faith communities to encourage more responsible consumption? How would you work with 

churches / mosques / synagogues and temples to combat climate change? 

I would work with any organisation, religion, charity, school, or whoever in the same way to tackle climate change. I 

wouldn’t draw any line of distinction on any grounds – the issue is the same. The main way to do it is ensure people 

understand their personal stakeholding in the problem, and that the solution sits with all of us, to change our day-to-day 

behaviours – it’s not just a problem for national governments to sort out. 

3.       Crime & Security 

Do you feel the balance between liberty and security has tipped too far in recent times in favour of security? Do you 

support the provisions contained within Section 44 of the Terrorism Act? Do you support the use of control orders and 

secret evidence? 

I do not support Section 44 – it has been used by the police in some of the most dreadful discriminatory ways, so I’m 

really pleased that the European Court of Human Rights recently ruled that it’s use was unlawful. We now need to ensure 

that the UK government acts accordingly. These threats to our liberties are one of the reasons I got involved in politics. 

Our freedoms and liberties are hard fought and so easily lost – as we’ve seen over the past few years with a government 

that seems to be going all-out to take them away from us. 

4.       Education & Muslim Faith Schools 
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How might the number of Muslim faith schools granted voluntary aided status be improved? Do you support an increase 

in the cost of tuition fees for university students?  Given Muslim levels of educational achievement lag considerably 

behind the national average  how would you campaign over the next four years to improve matters? 

I support the scrapping of tuition fees, and I’m proud that it’s one of the top Lib Dem policies. Educational achievement is 

an issue much wider than an issue for Muslims, and I would campaign in the same way for improvements to educational 

achievement in any quarter. The key is providing children with a fair start – with schools that are well equipped to 

provide the kind of education children need, such as in classes whose size is reduced. One of the other top Lib Dem 

policies is to introduce a pupil premium and put an extra £2.5 billion a year into schools to achieve it. 

5.       EU Policies & EU enlargement 

Has the EU been an effective party in the Quartet for peace in the Middle East? Do you support Turkey’s EU accession? 

Do you think the EU has done enough to condemn the Gaza blockade? Do you support French attempts to outlaw the 

niqab? Over the next four years how would you campaign for a firm and fair UK and EU foreign policy ?  What actions 

would you take to support good governance and democracy in neighbour countries bordering the Mediterranean? 

That’s a lot of questions rolled up together! Therefore I’ll answer on a general point about the EU: the EU is a force for 

good – not just in the UK and other EU nations, but globally. I mentioned above about the ruling from the European 

Courts about section 44 – that’s just one example where it’s been a force for good when our own national government 

has failed us. So, overall, I support the EU and the work that it does. 

6.       Foreign Policy & Counter Terrorism 

Is the UK government right to exclude Hamas from direct discussions in negotiations for peace in the Middle East? What 

is your view on the UN Goldstone report? Do you think the Arab citizens of Israel are subject to apartheid policies? Do 

you support Palestinians claims of sovereignty over Masjid Al Aqsa (located in occupied East Jerusalem)? What would you 

do over the next four years to campaign for peace and justice for the Palestinian peoples? 

The UK government is not right to exclude Hamas. When negotiating for a peace settlement, you can’t pick and choose 

who you engage with. A lasting solution will only be found if all parties come to the table – Israeli, Palestinian, whoever. 

The solution will not come from more fighting or not agreeing to talk. 

7.       Labour Market Participation & Income Equality 

What would you do to counter workplace discrimination based on religion and race? How would you combat shockingly 

low levels of employment amongst Muslim youth and women? How would you ensure greater levels of Muslim 

participation in white collar and managerial positions? 

Education is the key. Inclusivity is another – to ensure that organisations embrace diversity in their workforce and don’t 

think of it as a box-ticking exercise. 

8.       Prevent 

Do you feel the Prevent exercise has been a success? Has Prevent skewed the perception and participation of Muslims in 

politics and society through the dominance of a prism of "violent extremism" and terrorism? Moving forwards, would you 

retain or modify Prevent? 
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I don’t support Prevent in its current form. Some of its original objectives had good intentions, but the way it’s been 

carried out has not been good. Naming the programme “Preventing Violent Extremism” was a pretty effective way of 

alienating the very groups the programme needed to work with. I know there were a number of complaints about the 

cash they were giving to organisations with little credibility among British Muslims, or been used to fund community 

groups to spy on potential extremists. So yes, it definitely needs modification – as part of a wider review of its 

effectiveness. 

9.       A Responsible Media 

Is self-regulation of the press effective enough? How might it be tightened? Do sufficient sanctions exist to prevent 

newspapers engaging in absurdly hostile reporting – like recent Daily Express front pages?  

I don’t think sufficient sanctions currently exist, to ensure newspapers do not engage in unnecessary and hostile 

reporting. 

10.   Voter Apathy & Disengagement 

 

Has your party done enough to attract ethnic minorities to stand as parliamentary candidates and if so, why has this not 

translated into a more representative Commons? How would you improve matters in subsequent elections? If you are 

elected, how would you ensure ethnic minority views are regularly listened to in your constituency? 

 

The representation of British people generally in the Commons is dreadful, and I look forward to the next parliament 

where hopefully it will be more representative than it currently is (although it still won’t be good enough – that’s what 

you get with an out-dated electoral system). 

If I get elected then I’m an MP for each and every constituent, regardless of background, belief, or whatever. I would 

continue to do what I do currently – spend time listening to people in the area and ensure that the time is spent with as 

wide range of people as possible. 

 


