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Find out what Early Day Motions your local MP has sponsored or supported on the link 

below: 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/Default.aspx 

A set of EDMs that have been introduced in the last parliamentary term are listed below.  

EDM 536 

GAZA 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=40111&SESSION=903 

05.01.2010 

Sponsor: Burden, Richard 

That this House calls for the immediate lifting of the blockade of the Gaza Strip, which 12 

months on from Israel's invasion of the territory continues to prevent both the unfettered 

distribution of humanitarian aid and the reconstruction of Gaza's shattered infrastructure; 

notes that Operation Cast Lead, launched on 27th December 2008, killed 1,300 

Palestinians, including 340 children, damaged or destroyed 50,000 homes, 280 schools 

and kindergartens, as well as numerous hospitals; further notes that under Israel's 

blockade essential food items and fuel are routinely prevented from entering the territory, 

whilst over two-thirds of the population live in poverty and require United Nations aid 

merely to survive; highlights the fact that many Palestinians, now suffering in the grip of 

winter, are forced to live in temporary shelters or partially destroyed homes; and calls on 

the Government to apply meaningful pressure upon Israel to abide by UN Security 

Council Resolution 1860 and end this flagrant abuse of international law. 

 

EDM 718 

EUROPEAN CAMPAIGN TO END THE SIEGE ON GAZA 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=40309&SESSION=903 
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26.01.2010 

Sponsor: Kaufman, Gerald 

That this House welcomes the work of the European Campaign to End the Siege on 

Gaza in arranging a delegation of over 60 parliamentarians from 13 European countries 

to visit Gaza on 15 and 16 January 2010; notes this tangible act of solidarity with the 1.5 

million people living under siege with constant shortages of food, medicine, water and 

electricity which is causing irreversible damage to the health and social wellbeing of 

Gazan children, adults and elderly people; calls for the lifting of the siege through the 

reopening of all border crossings to allow people to move freely and all necessary 

supplies, including for reconstruction, to reach those in desperate need; further calls 

upon the European Union to observe the human rights clauses of the Trade Association 

Agreements; and further calls on the Government vigorously to support the findings of 

the Goldstone Report on the UN Fact Finding Mission on the Gaza conflict and to ensure 

that the perpetrators of war crimes during Operation Cast Lead should be held to 

account. 

 

EDM 449 

LABELLING OF SETTLEMENT GOODS 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=40019&SESSION=903 

14.12.2009 

Sponsor: Marshall-Andrews, Robert 

That this House welcomes the labelling guidelines recently issued by the Department for 

Environment, Food and Rural Affairs to assist consumers to identify products from Israeli 

settlements in the West Bank and East Jerusalem, regarded as illegal under 

international law; and calls on all catering establishments in both Houses of Parliament 

strictly to adhere to these guidelines. 

 

EDM 489 

VOTING AGE OF 16 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=40061&SESSION=903 
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15.12.2009 

Sponsor: Swinson, Jo 

That this House welcomes the Prime Minister's confirmation that he would support 

lowering the voting age to 16 years; notes that in the eyes of the law young people aged 

16 years can take on full-time jobs, pay taxes and become parents; further notes that a 

recent report by the Electoral Reform Society shows that polling of 16 and 17 year-olds 

consistently shows that a majority want the voting age lowered to 16 years; recognises 

that the UK Youth Parliament voted for lowering the voting age to 16 years as their top 

campaign priority of the year after debating in the House of Commons Chamber; 

acknowledges that Jersey and the Isle of Man have both introduced a reduction in the 

voting age to 16 years, setting a predecent for the UK to follow; and urges the 

Government to introduce a bill to lower the voting age to 16 years before the next 

General Election. 

 

EDM 634 

CHANGES TO LEGISLATION ON UNIVERSAL JURISDICTION 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=40218&SESSION=903 

18.01.2010 

Sponsor: Pelling, Andrew 

That this House opposes any proposed changes to UK legislation on universal 

jurisdiction that would compromise the UK's obligations under the Fourth Geneva 

Convention to seek out and prosecute persons suspected of war crimes wherever and 

whoever they are, whatever their status, rank or influence, against whom good prima 

facie evidence has been laid. 

 

EDM 502 

LAW AND HUMAN RIGHTS 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=40074&SESSION=903 
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15.12.2009 

 

Sponsor: Corbyn, Jeremy 

That this House believes that universal jurisdiction for human rights abuses is essential 

as part of the cause of bringing to justice those who commit crimes against humanity 

and will oppose any legislation to restrict this power of UK courts. 

 

EDM 439 

USE OF SECRET EVIDENCE IN COURTS 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=40009&SESSION=903 

14.12.2009 

Sponsor: Abbott, Diane 

 

That this House believes the use of secret evidence in courts is fundamentally wrong; 

notes that secret evidence is evidence held by the Home Office against an individual that 

neither the individual, nor their legal representation, may see; further notes that in recent 

cases secret evidence has been used to detain individuals in prison for up to three years 

without charge or trial; further notes that these individuals may also be put under a 

control order or severe bail conditions; further believes that the use of secret evidence 

by the state against individuals runs entirely contrary to habeas corpus; recognises the 

European Court of Human Rights' ruling that detaining individuals on the basis of secret 

evidence is unlawful because `detainees had not been able to effectively challenge the 

allegations against them'; further recognises the High Court's rulings that `everyone is 

entitled to the disclosure of sufficient material to enable him to answer effectively the 

case that is made against him' in both control order and deportation order cases; is 

disappointed to learn that recent Special Immigration Appeals Court hearings have 

denied bail on the basis of no evidence whatsoever; and calls on the Government to 

respond immediately to the High Court ruling by ending the use of secret evidence in 

courts. 

 

EDM 529 
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AL-MUHAJIROUN DEMONSTRATION 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=40105&SESSION=903 

05.01.2010 

Sponsor: Evans, Nigel 

That this House notes that Anjem Choudary, the UK leader of al-Muhajiroun, plans to 

stage a march through Wootton Bassett town carrying empty coffins as a protest against 

Britain's presence in Afghanistan; considers that such a demonstration would be a gross 

mark of disrespect to the soldiers who have died or been wounded in Afghanistan, their 

families and those who continue to fight on active service in Afghanistan; believes that 

such a march would cause great distress to those who have lost loved ones; further 

notes that the Muslim Council of Britain has described the proposed march as 

`deplorable'; calls on the Home Secretary urgently to investigate the breaching of public 

order and other related offences; and urges Wootton Bassett Town Council and Wiltshire 

Police to ensure that any proposed demonstration that breaches the Public Order Act 

1986 be rightly refused. 

 

EDM 314 

DRAFT EUROPEAN STATEMENT ON EAST JERUSALEM 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=39874&SESSION=903 

01.12.2009 

Sponsor: Linton, Martin 

That this House supports the proposed statement by the Council of the European Union 

drafted by the Swedish Presidency calling for negotiations on a two-state solution 

leading to an independent, democratic, contiguous and viable state of Palestine with 

East Jerusalem as its capital; welcomes the statement's clear reiteration that settlements 

are illegal under international law, as are the separation barrier on occupied land and the 

demolition of homes; agrees that all three constitute an obstacle to peace by threatening 

to make a two-state solution impossible; and asks the Secretary of State for Foreign and 

Commonwealth Affairs to endorse this document at the meeting in Brussels on 7 

December 2009. 
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EDM 616 

STOP AND SEARCH 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=40196&SESSION=903 

14.01.2010 

Sponsor: Pelling, Andrew 

That this House welcomes the European Court of Human Right's ruling that stop and 

search without suspicion, as exercised under section 44 of the Terrorism Act, is illegal 

under Clause 8 of the European Convention on Human Rights, the right to a private and 

family life; notes the comments of Lord Carlile, the Government's independent reviewer 

of anti-terrorist legislation, that the stop and search powers under section 44 are `being 

used far too often on a random basis without any reasoning behind their use'; further 

notes that individuals should not feel shackled by laws designed to ensure their safety 

and liberty, but recognises that a power to stop and search which does not infringe the 

rights of the individual is necessary in the defence of the realm; and believes that, while 

the Government undertakes its appeal, stop and search powers should be used with 

more discretion. 

 

EDM 408 

GAZA 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37423 

12.01.2009 

Sponsor: Burden, Richard 

That this House expresses outrage at Israel's overwhelmingly disproportionate use of 

force in Gaza which continues to inflict massive civilian casualties, particularly amongst 

children and which has involved strikes on aid convoys, United Nations schools and 

medical personnel; calls for an immediate ceasefire including the end of Israel's attacks 

on Gaza, the withdrawal of its troops and the cessation of rocket attacks from Gaza into 

Israel; further calls for the demands of the Security Council to allow the unimpeded 

provision and distribution throughout Gaza of humanitarian assistance, including food, 

fuel and medical treatment to be implemented and for the end of the long-term Israeli  



 

 

 

blockade of Gaza; further calls on the Government to initiate proceedings, with the other 

High Contracting Parties to the Geneva Convention, to require the protection of civilians 

in times of war and to require accountability for military action which contravenes the 

Convention; further calls for an arms embargo on both sides and for the remit of any 

international forces deployed to include protection of Palestinian civilians from blockade 

and attack as well as the prevention of arms supplies which threaten Israeli civilians; 

further calls on the European Union to demonstrate that the continued implementation of 

its Association Agreement with Israel is conditional on Israel's respecting human rights; 

demands that Israel stops blocking international journalists from entering Gaza; and calls 

on the international community to redouble its efforts to achieve the lasting settlement of 

a secure and independent state of Palestine alongside a secure and independent Israel. 

 

EDM 1991 

UNITED NATIONS REPORT ON GAZA 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=39221 

12.10.2009 

Sponsor: Austin, John 

That this House welcomes the United Nations' mandated report led by eminent judge 

Richard Goldstone, which details transgressions by both the Israeli military and 

Palestinian groups during fighting from December 2008 to January 2009 in Gaza; notes 

that the report concludes that Israel's actions amounted to war crimes and possibly 

crimes against humanity due to disproportionate use of force that involved the deliberate 

targeting of civilian infrastructure and the use of illegal weapons and human shields as 

part of an intentional policy directed at the people of Gaza as a whole; further notes that 

the Mission urges the UN Security Council to refer the matter to the Prosecutor of the 

International Criminal Court should Israel's internal investigations not prove satisfactory; 

further notes that Hamas was also considered to have committed war crimes and crimes 

against humanity in the firing of rockets and mortars at civilians, but that whilst Hamas 

already faces sanctions from the international community Israel enjoys widespread 

patronage and support from many nations, including the UK; and calls on the British 

Government to insist that all parties are held fully accountable for their actions in order to 

deter future war crimes and crimes against humanity from taking place. 

 

EDM 585 

DEC GAZA CRISIS APPEAL 



 

 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37619 

26.01.2009 

Burden, Richard 

That this House is astonished by the refusal of the BBC and Sky to broadcast the 

Disasters Emergency Committee (DEC) Gaza Crisis Appeal; considers that the 

explanations given for this decision by BBC spokespersons are both unconvincing and 

incoherent; and draws attention to the fact that people wishing to obtain information 

about the Gaza appeal can contact the DEC by visiting www.dec.org.uk. 

EDM 112 

HUMANITARIAN CRISIS IN GAZA 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37104 

04.12.2008 

Austin, John 

That this House notes the appalling humanitarian disaster in the Gaza Strip, which UN 

officials have described as the worst crisis to have befallen the 1.5 million Palestinians of 

Gaza; further notes that Israel has prevented basic humanitarian supplies from entering 

the Gaza Strip, including some medicines, clothing for children and essential spare 

parts; further notes that prohibited items even include some foodstuffs; is extremely 

concerned that hospitals are running short of fuel supplies, and that this threatens basic 

health care, including babies in incubators; considers that this blockade is a form of 

collective punishment in fundamental breach of international law; calls upon the 

Government to insist on the immediate ending of the blockade of the Gaza Strip both on 

the Israel-Gaza and Egypt-Gaza borders; and further calls on the Government to support 

all efforts to bring about a permanenet ceasefire in the Gaza Strip, including a complete 

cessation of violence by all parties including rocket attacks on Israel and attacks on 

Gaza by Israeli military forces. 

 

 

 

EDM 98 

LLOYDS TSB PLC AND BRITISH CHARITIES 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37088 
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03.12.2008 

Corbyn, Jeremy 

That this House notes the excellent work of the British charity Interpal in helping the 

Palestinians with £40 million worth of humanitarian aid development since 1994; 

acknowledges that Lloyds TSB Group Plc has served notice to the Islamic Bank of 

Britain to discontinue its services to Interpal or subsequently to face closure itself without 

offering any reason; further notes the wide distress that this has the potential to cause, in 

both the local Muslim community and the wider Arab world, since both hold the charity in 

particularly high regard; further notes that Interpal has withstood three previous 

investigations by the Charity Commission; and calls upon the Government to note the 

precedent this will lay down regarding any other charities Lloyds may choose to target 

and to ensure that this bank which is in receipt of enormous state benefit be pressurised 

to behave in a socially responsible manner. 

 

EDM 2463 

KASHMIR CONFLICT AND TRADE RELATIONS 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=36867 

10.11.2008 

Godsiff, Roger 

That this House records that 27th October 2008 marked the 61st anniversary of the 

Indian occupation of large areas of the state of Jammu and Kashmir; welcomes recent 

confidence building measures which have seen a trade agreement between the 

governments of India and Pakistan allowing the resumption of a modest level of trade 

along the Jhelum Valley Road and across the line of control; notes, however, that the 

respective governments have made little progress in settling the core issue at the heart 

of the Kashmir conflict and recognises that the question of self-determination for the 

people of Kashmir remains unresolved; and calls on the Government not only to support 

vigorously the UN resolutions of 1948, 1949 and 1957 which upheld the right of the 

Kashmiri people to self-determination through a United Nations supervised plebiscite but 

also to take the lead in raising these matters again in the United Nations. 

 

EDM 2441 
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POWER SHARING IN IRAQ AND AFGHANISTAN 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=36841&SESSION=891 

06.11.2008 

Cohen, Harry 

That this House calls on the Government and its allies urgently to change its policy in 

order to bring about a widespread powersharing arrangement in the governments of 

both Iraq and Afghanistan. 

 

EDM 2371 

MORE WOMEN, MORE POWER CAMPAIGN 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=36758 

29.10.2008 

Thornberry, Emily 

That this House is concerned that less than 20 per cent. of parliamentarians worldwide 

are women; recognises that this is a matter of justice and democracy and essential to 

tackling poverty and inequality and achieving the Millennium Development Goals; 

encourages hon. Members to support One World Action's More Women, More Power 

Campaign for greater political representations globally and in the UK by pressing for 

more aid to go to programmes in developing countries which promote and support 

women's political participation; and calls for action now to implement Article 7 of the 

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women on ending 

discrimination in political and public life. 

 

EDM 2347 

FREE GAZA CAMPAIGN 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=36727 

27.10.2008 

Corbyn, Jeremy 
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That this House applauds the excellent work of the Free Gaza (FG) Movement in 

highlighting the fact that Israel is imposing collective punishment on the 1.5 million 

people of Gaza, in contravention of Article 33 of the Fourth Geneva Convention; 

acknowledges the considerable pressure applied by the Israeli government on a FG 

voyage in August 2007; wishes the latest boat travelling from the port of Cyprus to Gaza 

carrying both a large group of concerned human rights workers, including among them 

Palestinian MP, Dr Mustafa Barghouti, and the Nobel Peace Prize winner Mairead 

Maguire, as well as medical practitioners and supplies, a safe voyage with no outside 

interference; and calls upon the Government to take action to ensure that the massive 

economic, political and humanitarian catastrophe in Gaza is brought to an end as a 

matter of urgency. 

 

EDM 2303 

FOOTBALL AGAINST RACISM IN EUROPE (FARE) ANTI-RACISM WEEK 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=36671 

21.10.2008 

Mann, John 

That this House notes the Football Against Racism in Europe (FARE) anti-racism week 

celebrates 15 years of Kick Racism Out of Football campaigns; sees the need for more 

progress across the board but particularly to combat anti-Semitism and Islamophobia in 

football; welcomes local projects like Game On that are being launched as part of the 

2008 FARE anti-racism week; commends the creation of the FA Working Group on anti-

Semitism and Islamophobia in Football; recognises the best practice that has taken 

place in UEFA; and congratulates the leadership of FARE, Kick it Out and other national 

affiliates for their excellent anti-racism campaigns. 

 

EDM 2324 

OECD REPORT ON INEQUALITY 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=36703 

22.10.2008 

Caton, Martin 
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That this House welcomes the report from the Organisation for Economic Co-operation 

and Development (OECD) showing that the gap between rich and poor in the UK 

narrowed in the first five years of this century; notes, however, that it still found this 

country to be a more unequal society than three quarters of OECD nations; and agrees 

with the OECD secretary general that growing inequality is divisive, polarizes society, 

divides regions and carves up the world between rich and poor. 

 

EDM 839 

STOP AND SEARCH AND SOCIAL COHESION 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=35007&Session=891 

31.01.2008 

Galloway, George 

That this House recalls the systemic use of police stop and search powers in the 1970s 

and 1980s, and the social consequences - in the form of the inner city riots of 1981 and 

1985 - which followed; is mindful of the increased use of stop and search in recent years 

and the deleterious consequences which that has had for social cohesion; is further 

mindful of the evidence which shows that not only is stop and search an ineffective 

method of dealing with crime and terrorism, but also that its widespread use leads to the 

alienation of the very communities whose co-operation is vital to tackling extremism; and 

is therefore alarmed at the apparent willingness of the Government and the official 

Opposition to encourage still more use of stop and search, and abandonment of checks 

and balances which were part of the lessons learned from the tragic murder of Stephen 

Lawrence. 

 

EDM 114 

PALESTINIAN OLIVE GROVES 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=34204 

07.11.2007 

Weir, Mike 
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That this House notes that olive groves are an important part of the Palestinian 

economy; further notes that the separation wall currently being constructed by Israel 

separates many Palestinian farmers from their olive groves and that the United Nations 

has stated that one million trees will be inaccessible or access restricted behind the 

barrier once the route is completed; recognises that economic progress is vital for 

peace; and calls upon the Government to make strong representations to the 

government of Israel to allow Palestinian farmers full access to their olive groves. 

 

EDM 366 

ISRAELI SETTLEMENTS IN THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=34486 

22.11.2007 

Burden, Richard 

That this House calls for a complete freeze on all Israeli settlement activity in the 

Occupied Territories; welcomes the Israeli announcement to partially freeze settlement 

construction prior to the Annapolis meeting; however, notes that despite the transfer of 

Israeli civilians into the Occupied Territories being illegal under international law, the 

Israeli settler population in the West Bank has grown steadily by around 5.5 per cent. 

each year to a total of 450,000; acknowledges that this is significantly higher than the 

population growth rate inside Israel (1.8 per cent.); further notes that Israel has failed to 

take any action to dismantle the 106 outposts which it accepts are unauthorised; calls on 

the Government to urge Israel to immediately and permanently cease all settlement 

expansion in the West Bank, East Jerusalem and Golan Heights, including construction 

for so-called natural growth and the construction of infrastructure supporting the 

settlements, bypass roads and the barrier, and the provision of Government subsidies 

and other incentives for settlers; regards with serious concern the devastating impact on 

the Palestinians' freedom of movement caused by the settlements which dissect the 

West Bank into fragmented enclaves; and considers that the settlements are a serious 

threat to a viable independent Palestinian state as part of a negotiated two-state 

solution. 

 

EDM 493 

VOTING AGE 
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http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=34626 

05.12.2007 

Morgan, Julie 

That this House welcome the Government's plans to consider the arguments for 

lowering the voting age to 16, as stated in the Governance of Britain Green Paper; notes 

that 16 and 17 year olds have been calling for the right to vote for many years through 

the Votes at 16 coalition; notes that 16 is the age at which young people start to make 

real decisions about their lives, and many significant rights come into play; recognises 

that lowering the voting age could play a huge role in helping young people feel more 

connected with political processes and is the next logical extension for citizenship 

education; and therefore supports the Voting Age (Reduction) Bill introduced into this 

House; and calls on the Government to establish without delay the Youth Citizenship 

Commission with a clear remit to develop the necessary framework for reducing the 

voting age to 16. 

 

EDM 623 

IRAN AND THE MIDDLE EAST 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=34776&SESSION=891 

18.12.2007 

Corbyn, Jeremy 

That this House notes the findings of the International Atomic Energy Agency-Iran work 

plan of 27th August and the IAEA's report of 15th November clarifying and clearing a 

number of major outstanding issues in relation to Iran's past nuclear activities; notes the 

judgement of the recent US National Intelligence Estimate that Iran does not have an 

active nuclear weapons programme at present; is strongly concerned about the 

continued threats of a military attack against Iran which could start another catastrophic 

war in the Middle East; urges immediate, direct and unconditional negotiations between 

the US and Iran on all points of dispute; and calls on the Government to oppose publicly 

any military intervention by the US and/or Israel in Iran. 

 

EDM 677 
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YOUNG PEOPLE IN DEPRIVED AREAS 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=34831 

10.01.2008 

Sheerman, Barry 

That this House is concerned about the plight of young people in deprived areas and 

welcomes Save the Children and British Gas grants scheme aimed at empowering and 

engaging children and young people in those areas who actively want to make a 

difference to their lives and the lives of their community; congratulates Save the Children 

and British Gas Help Yourselves award winners; encourages young people with ideas 

about improving their local community to apply for awards of £1,000 to £10,000 through 

the scheme; and calls on the Government to do more to support young people living in 

deprived areas. 

 

EDM 794 

VISA APPLICATION OF SHEIKH YUSUF AL-QARADAWI 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=34959 

28.01.2008 

Evans, Nigel 

That this House expresses its grave concern at reports that Sheikh Yusuf al-Qaradawi of 

the Muslim Brotherhood has applied for a visa to visit London; is appalled that al-

Qaradawi has spoken in favour of suicide bombings and of the execution of 

homosexuals; further notes that al-Qaradawi has been banned from entering the USA 

since 1999; is dismayed that he could be granted entry to the UK; and calls on the 

Government to reject his visa application without delay. 

 

EDM 942 

PRESS COMPLAINTS COMMISSION 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=35123 

18.02.2008 
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Russell, Bob 

That this House notes that over the past 10 years the Press Complaints Commission 

(PCC) has received a total of 28,227 complaints from members of the public; is alarmed 

that the Commission refused to consider ruling on 25,457 complaints, with just over 90 

per cent. rejected on technical grounds without the PCC even investigating the 

complaint; is concerned that only 2,770 complaints were accepted for investigation, of 

which 2,322 were then resolved when the newspaper reacted to the PCC's acceptance 

of the complaint by agreeing to apologise or to publish a clarification; is intrigued that 

only 448 complaints representing 1.6 per cent. of the total, succeeded in persuading the 

PCC to make a formal adjudication, of which 251 were subsequently rejected; finds it 

incredible that only 197 (0.69 per cent.) of the 28,227 complaints sent to the PCC over 

the past 10 years were upheld by an adjudication; pays tribute to investigative journalist 

Nick Davies for the recent disclosure of these figures in his book Flat Earth News; and 

calls on the Government to investigate the working of the Press Complaints Commission 

in light of the findings by Mr Davies. 

 

EDM 1162 

IRAQ 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=35382 

11.03.2008 

Cohen, Harry 

That this House records that, on the fifth anniversary of the invasion of Iraq, for far too 

many reasons and outcomes to mention, the occupation of Iraq has been an utter 

failure. 

 

EDM 1366 

INSTITUTIONAL RACISM 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=35610 

21.04.2008 

McDonnell, John 
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That this House notes that as one of its final actions the Commission for Racial Equality 

(CRE) produced a report identifying 15 Government departments that failed properly to 

implement the provisions of the Race Relations (Amendment) Act 2000 - legislation 

designed to tackle institutional racism - and recommended enforcement action against 

them; further notes that job cuts in a number of the Government departments referred to 

in the report have had a negative and disproportionate impact on race grounds, and that 

despite this at least one department has proceeded to make staff compulsorily 

redundant before conducting a race equality impact assessment; is concerned that 10 

years after the publication of Sir William McPherson's report on the death of Stephen 

Lawrence which identified the need to tackle institutional racism, sufficient progress has 

not been made in central Government departments; is further concerned that failure to 

take robust action will render the review of race equality schemes for the 2008 to 2011 

period meaningless, resulting in the continued entrenchment of inequality; and calls on 

the new Equality and Human Rights Commission to pursue legal enforcement against 

those departments that have not taken urgent action to become compliant as a result of 

the CRE's report. 

 

 

EDM 1426 

EU YEAR OF INTERCULTURAL DIALOGUE 

 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=35685 

25.04.2008 

Vaz, Keith 

That this House welcomes the European Union's Year of Intercultural Dialogue, which 

seeks to recognise that Europe's great cultural diversity represents a unique advantage; 

recognises that all those living in Europe should be encouraged to explore the benefits 

of Europe's diverse rich cultural heritages; and calls upon the Government to ensure that 

the United Kingdom participates fully in promoting this important initiative. 

 

EDM 1777 

42-DAY DETENTION FOR TERRORIST SUSPECTS 
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http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=36076 

11.06.2008 

Opik, Lembit 

That this House regrets the extension of detention without charge to a maximum of 42 

days; notes that similar measures were used in Northern Ireland during the Troubles; 

recalls that this power was at that time referred to as internment; believes such 

measures led to an increase in recruiting activity by the IRA; and observes that the 

current Government has learned nothing about conflict resolution from the lessons of the 

Troubles. 

 

 


