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To learn more about the context within which the following questions are being framed, please read the narrative 

document available on our website (click on ‘key platform issues’ page). 
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PARTY: Labour   

PARLIAMENTARY SEAT: Peterborough 

 

 

1. Anti Discrimination & Islamophobia 

 

Do you support the establishment of a parliamentary committee on Islamophobia, akin to the parliamentary committee 

on anti-Semitism? Do you feel current legislation is sufficiently robust to protect against Islamophobia? How would you 

campaign over the next four years to combat Islamophobia? 

Definitely, because it would at least acknowledge that there is still a problem with anti-Muslim prejudice and 

discrimination, and the first step to help overcoming a problem is to first get people to recognise and get the collective to 

do something about it. This would also demonstrate to Muslims that the authorities are taking Islamophobia seriously 

and give them some form of reassurance. I think the legislation put in place at the moment is sufficient but needs to be 

monitored more closely, like any other hate crime; I think the police should do a better job. In the next four years I would 

ensure that the police are responding effectively to any hate crimes, and in particular those coming from Islamophobes, 

since Peterborough does not tolerate intolerance. The police therefore need to get on top of these hate crimes, record 

them better, detect and persecute the perpetrators, in order to stop any future offenders, and purge out city of all this 

nonsense. 

2.       Climate Change & The Environment 

How would you co-opt faith communities to encourage more responsible consumption? How would you work with 

churches / mosques / synagogues and temples to combat climate change? 

Organising informal all year round events, where members of different communities are invited to come along. These 

events should be advertised in churches, mosques and synagogues, urging families to come along, while offering some 

sort of incentives, to guarantee participation.  Different presentations aimed at this target audience could be based on 

more personal matters, for example what each individual can do to decrease their carbon footprint. This can include 

habitual rituals such as switching off the lights or arranging neighbourhood or community organised school buses etc, 

anything to get people from different communities contributing towards this cause. By meeting all year round, it will give 

these people belonging to different faiths a common ground and an event at which they can all gather and get to know 

each other. Also at these events we can introduce some sort of community and faith group energy saving competitions, 

where we can get them to adopt pro-active attitudes. The tenants of most faiths offer positive messages on looking after 

the earth and the environment and so much can be achieved by faith communities working together on this issue.   

3.       Crime & Security 
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Do you feel the balance between liberty and security has tipped too far in recent times in favour of security? Do you 

support the provisions contained within Section 44 of the Terrorism Act? Do you support the use of control orders and 

secret evidence? 

Yes, but I can see why. People will choose convenience over idealistic measures anytime, and in this case, people want to 

feel safe, but that by no means gives anybody the right to adopt such draconian measures, where the minority’s rights 

and interests are marginalised this way. A worrying statistic suggests that if you are Black or Asian then you are four times 

likely to get arrested. However, section 44 violates the right to respect private life as guaranteed by Article 8 of the 

convention on Human Rights and that is largely why I do not support this Act. No I do not support the use of control 

orders since they undermine freedom to individuals who can be potentially innocent and once again breaches the Human 

Rights Act. Also the whole aspect of secret evidence makes it impossible for a fair hearing. Internment in Northern Ireland 

was wrong and counter productive, banging up innocent people and going over the top on protesters are not the way to 

bring about security. Indeed this might radicalise people who are already angry, alienated or confused. 

4.       Education & Muslim Faith Schools 

How might the number of Muslim faith schools granted voluntary aided status be improved? Do you support an increase 

in the cost of tuition fees for university students?  Given Muslim levels of educational achievement lag considerably 

behind the national average how would you campaign over the next four years to improve matters? 

No I do not support an increase in cost of tuition fees for university students, since they already have to face great debts 

after they graduate. Many potential students are being put off by this and so our country may experience a decline in 

specialised experts, like a lack of doctors, lawyers and teachers. In the next four years, I could try and work with a Muslim 

voluntary organisation that are very active already in providing educational services to state schools, local education 

authorities and government departments. The state does fund religious schools and this should apply across the faiths, 

Labour created the first state funded Muslim faith school in Britain. The major camping for Peterborough is to raise 

standards and aspiration, we need a University and Improved secondary schools, both of these would have a much 

greater impact in increasing the number of Muslim heritage students from Peterborough going into higher education. I 

recently arranged a focus group of young Muslim to meet with the minister for higher education in Peterborough.  

5.       EU Policies & EU enlargement 

Has the EU been an effective party in the Quartet for peace in the Middle East? Do you support Turkey’s EU accession? 

Do you think the EU has done enough to condemn the Gaza blockade? Do you support French attempts to outlaw the 

niqab? Over the next four years how would you campaign for a firm and fair UK and EU foreign policy ?  What actions 

would you take to support good governance and democracy in neighbour countries bordering the Mediterranean? 

I think the EU could have been harder on restricting trade with Israel concerning the Gaza blockade and war crimes. Our 

MEP has been very active on these issues and attended national demonstrations and protests and well as medical aid 

fundraiser held in Peterborough. Our council was asked to condemn the killings in Gaza and ask the government to end 

all arms sales to the Israeli military. However the Conservative Councillors including the Muslim Conservative councillor 

for Central Ward secretly voted against this. Turkey’s accession to the EU should be explored and Turkey encouraged to 

improve its human rights record. No I do not support French, UKIB and some Conservative MP’s call for banning the 

niqab. 

6.       Foreign Policy & Counter Terrorism 
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Is the UK government right to exclude Hamas from direct discussions in negotiations for peace in the Middle East? What 

is your view on the UN Goldstone report? Do you think the Arab citizens of Israel are subject to apartheid policies? Do 

you support Palestinians claims of sovereignty over Masjid Al Aqsa (located in occupied East Jerusalem)? What would you 

do over the next four years to campaign for peace and justice for the Palestinian peoples? 

Hamas must be listened to and included in solution. The state of Israel is acting like a terrorist sate in assassinating 

opposition members. As for the UN Goldstone report, I think it clearly shows the atrocities committed against the 

Palestinians and how much they have endured. The Israelis have violated and neglected basic Human Rights to the 

Palestinians- even vulnerable children and women- the report also reflects their indifference to civilian life and direct 

killings of innocent people. This is disgusting behaviour. Yes, the Arab citizens of Israel are subject to apartheid policies, 

because they are treated like second class citizens who inhabit the same land. There are inequities in infrastructure, legal 

rights and access to resources. I believe that the two state solution has much merit with East Jerusalem part of a 

Palestine state. The Masjid Al Aqsans is a mosque, the whole site contains much history and there are many Muslims who 

would be delighted to share what features in the shared history of Christians, Jews and Muslims. 

7.       Labour Market Participation & Income Equality 

What would you do to counter workplace discrimination based on religion and race? How would you combat shockingly 

low levels of employment amongst Muslim youth and women? How would you ensure greater levels of Muslim 

participation in white collar and managerial positions? 

Improved education attainment and accessible higher education is the key in places like Peterborough. Labour and I are 

committed to equality and opportunity for all and this should be reflected in the workforces. Under the Peterborough 

Community Plan targets have been set for the key partners to ensure that minorities are reflected in the workforce. We 

have some major health and deprivation to tackle.  The Central ward (predominately Pakistani heritage) has an infant 

mortality rate over 12 per thousand compared to 6 per thousand in all the other Wards in Peterborough.   I will ensure 

that Muslim representatives along with faith communities have equal access to government. 

8.       Prevent 

Do you feel the Prevent exercise has been a success? Has Prevent skewed the perception and participation of Muslims in 

politics and society through the dominance of a prism of "violent extremism" and terrorism? Moving forwards, would you 

retain or modify Prevent? 

I think the prevent exercise has been a success though some see it a sweet shop rather as a tool for improved community 

cohesion. Quite frankly I think the extremist of the future will probably come from the right wing. We need to ensure that 

a cohesion strategy means that there are opportunities and economic participation and the real prospect of gainful study 

and employment for all. 

9       A Responsible Media 

Is self-regulation of the press effective enough? How might it be tightened? Do sufficient sanctions exist to prevent 

newspapers engaging in absurdly hostile reporting – like recent Daily Express front pages?  

We have a local press in Peterborough that is manipulated by many to portray immigration as the cause of all problems 

with quotes from politicians who refuse to back up comments with facts and use parliamentary privilege to peddle lies. 

The conservative MP regularly talks of Migrants, Asylum seekers and BAME communities as the cause of all our problems. 
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More journalists and less people working in the media simply reporting would help. Also the media should refrain from 

running anonyms sourced stories which we have seen on a number of occasion. For example, when using terrorism 

powers against innocent people and then using unnamed quotes to make out that the innocent have been up to no good. 

10.   Voter Apathy & Disengagement 

 

Has your party done enough to attract ethnic minorities to stand as parliamentary candidates and if so, why has this not 

translated into a more representative Commons? How would you improve matters in subsequent elections? If you are 

elected, how would you ensure ethnic minority views are regularly listened to in your constituency? 

 

My local party is made up of local residents and BAME members make up much of the active membership. Both our 

Councillors are Muslim heritage and Labour take steps to positively discriminate in favour of minority candidates. We 

ensured that a minority candidate was short listed and automatically short listed a female BAME candidate. I would 

ensure that Labour minister continue to regularly come to the area and meet grassroots Muslim organisations.    

 

 


