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1. In retrospect, taking into view the massive damage on buildings, food & water supplies and 

giving consideration to the numbers of elderly, women and children killed in the onslaught on 

Gaza, do you condemn the over handed action by the Israeli Defence Force? 

 

I do condemn the excessive force used by Israel against the citizens of Gaza, despite living in an 

area with a large Jewish population. The actions were not measured to reflect the indiscriminate 

rocket attacks which led Israel to “defend” itself, and such rocket attacks I also condemn. 

Disproportionate use of force should not be condoned from any source, and I call upon the 

Israeli Government to end the blockades and seek peaceful settlement with their neighbours. 

 

2. On the back of recent oppressive decisions on what women can or cannot wear, do you support 

a women’s right to dress in a manner & attire as she wishes? 

 

As a Liberal (in the original form of the term), I support in most circumstances the rights of 

individuals to wear the clothing of their choice. Where this conflicts with the rules of 

organisations, I support these rules as long as the logic & reason is sound (for example for 

identification purposes at airports, banks etc.).However, I can also understand the arguments of 

youths told to remove their hoodies in town centres, when someone else’s features are even 

more obscured, so the balance has to be struck somewhere: My view is that people have the 

right to dress in a manner they desire, as long as the societal norms of identification are not 

defeated, and so the veiling of women is not something that is beneficial to society, even if it is 

beneficial to that individual. 

 

3. Do you feel all possible diplomatic means should be exhausted in situations or areas of possible 

dispute or conflict? To what extent would you pursue this? 

 

Diplomatic means should be the primary source of conflict resolution in all circumstances. The 

complicated element is who and when decisions are made about whether such means are 

exhausted. There are good institutions set up locally, nationally & internationally to clarify such, 

and thus the rule of democratic law should apply, except in circumstances where this is patently 

historical & out-of-step with those institutions, and the people they represent. 

 

4. Where there is a need, would you support planning applications for religious education & prayer 

facilities? Have you ever had cause to not support or refuse any faith school applications? 
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I attended a faith school, and continue to support this as a Governor. I also support a secular 

school as a Governor, and feel both have a place in society, as long as they interact well with 

their own and wider societies. I am on a local planning committee, and so understand the rules 

governing such fairly well. I would support a faith school planning application upon planning 

policies & guidance, and make no differentiation based upon the nature of applicant. I do not 

recall ever having refused or failing to support any such application. 

 

5. Would you lend your support to faith groups to have facilities in place for provision of religious 

slaughter of food (Halaal or Kosher)? 

 

I have no problems with religious slaughter, as long as it complies with the appropriate British 

Standards, guidance and good practice procedures. I would decide to support or otherwise 

based upon the merits of the case. 

 

6. At this time of economic austerity and the significant budget deficit, exactly where would you 

affect cuts in public spending and how deep would such cuts be? 

 

Cuts in public spending are a matter of national policy for the Lib Dems, decided in a democratic 

process by voting members of the party. I have no significant deviations from the party policy, 

although naturally I have preferences for some changes which I would deal with through 

internal party process. In brief, we recommend cuts in public sector salaries over £100k by 25%, 

with zero overall growth in public sector pay; earnings to be tax free up to £10k; cuts to specific 

defence projects including the renewal of Trident and certain aeroplane projects; raising the 

pension age and increases in contributions to public sector pensions; dissolution of expensive 

education Quangos & Strategic Health Authorities. The aim is to even out the burden of paying 

for this downturn from the poorest to the richest in society, and do away with unnecessary 

layers of bureaucracy. 

 

7. What long term policies do you have to deal with the demands of the provision of care and 

support services for the elderly? 

 

Nick Clegg recently put forward to offer a Respite Guarantee paid for out of money allocated for 

the recently-announced “Personal Care at Home Bill” proposed by Labour. It offers a realistic 

way of using cash for care, and is achievable, unlike Labour’s plans, which are far more costly. 

With regards to social care for the elderly, we would set up a cross party commission to gain all 

party agreement for reform of the existing system, which is not fit for purpose. Given the 

budgetary constraints, we foresee a partnership model where the individual and the state 

contribute, with a guaranteed contribution to care levels. 

 

8. What do you think should be done to ensure that any counter-terrorism and security measures 

are proportionate, reasonable and non-discriminatory? 

 

I personally believe “Stop & Search” powers require overhaul, even though many police think 

that they work. Our plans would see the ID card binned, and the money saved channelled into 

better border security. We will scrap “Control Orders” and replace them with measures 

designed to secure convictions of terrorist suspects. The crucial element of any policy is to 

develop increased understanding, two-way communication & respect between police, 
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communities most at risk of radicalisation, and we would spend more time & money on matters 

to improve this. 

 

9. Do you feel that MPs should be entitled to claim parliamentary privilege when it comes to their 

expense claims?  

 

Absolutely not! Expenses should be legitimately connected with their work, parliamentary 

privilege was originally designed to give free speech in the Bill of Rights of 1689, although 

additional rights were conferred which may indeed be used as an escape route by those shown 

to have abused their positions in the modern era, a situation I deplore. 

 

10. Do you acknowledge that our current incitement legislation is insufficient to protect minority 

communities? If so, what changes would you propose?  

 

I don’t know enough detail about our current incitement legislation to comment positively or 

negatively, although I feel that the legal changes brought in by successive Labour governments 

have stripped away many hard-earned rights under a cloak of “counter-terrorism”. 

 

11. Muslim communities are often misrepresented in the press. What legislative or regulatory 

changes would you introduce to prevent this?  

 

All communities and many individuals are often misrepresented to financially benefit the press, 

with little power for apology or correction. A re-balance in such power is long overdue, and I 

would like to see all apologies and retractions to be equal in size and prominence as the 

offending article (in whatever media format). In such a way, the emphasis upon the press to be 

factually correct becomes more onerous, as audience figures are likely to reduce if they are seen 

to be regularly wrong. This is a personal view, not party policy. 

 

12. In the light of the war in Afghanistan and military activities in other countries, in which direction 

would you take your future foreign policy? 

 

Our party policy is clear and reflects my views: A full inquiry into allegations of state complicity 

in torture & kidnapping; Support for the action in Afghanistan, whilst being a critical friend to 

identify the meaning of “success” in this war; Meeting our promises on International Aid. The 

process is a delicate balance, and there is obviously more to international diplomacy than meets 

the eye, but we must be strong and true to our ideals whilst recognising our size and influence 

on the international stage. 

 

13. What is your parties’ view of a sensible immigration policy? 

 

Sensible immigration policy requires accurate figures, something that Labour & Tories before 

them have failed at miserably, which has left us in a sorry situation. Liberal Democrats want an 

immigration system that works. A system that is firm but fair, which plans for the effects of 

managed legal migration and promotes integration. We believe in the benefits that immigration 

has brought this country but we do not believe our borders should be a soft touch. Liberal 

Democrats would take control of our borders and immediately reintroduce entry and exit 

checks. Our National Border Force would have the power of arrest. We will bring unscrupulous 

employers and people traffickers to justice. We will offer families who have been here for years 



www.GetOutAndVote.info 

 

 

and want to pay taxes a route to citizenship, provided they want to work, speak English and 

want to commit to the UK in the long term. We would also introduce a Regional Points-Based 

Immigration System to ensure that immigration is targeted on areas that are under-populated 

and want more immigration, like Scotland.  

 

14. What is your strategy to raise educational attainments in our schools? 

 

Introduce a “Pupil Premium” to reduce class sizes; Cut bureaucracy of “Early Years” and ensure 

SEN tests for 5-year olds so we know who needs most help at the crucial development stage; 

Amend testing at age 11, and improve teacher assessment to improve marking quality; Ban 

political meddling in day-to-day school affairs by introducing an Educational Freedom Act; Phase 

out University Tuition Fees. There’s more, but that’s enough for now! 

 

15. What is the single value or principle that sets your party and its policies apart from the others? 

 

Liberalism to me is underpinned by respect for Individual Liberty; the need for Equality; the use 

of a Mixed (public & private) Economy; a Fair Welfare System; Fair Democracy; and a Positive 

Approach to International Affairs, including a cooperative European Community. These must all 

work simultaneously, which is why I am a Liberal Democrat and not a single-issue politician. 

 


