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General Election 2010 - Parliamentary Candidate Responses to Get Out & Vote! Key Platform Issues 

 

To learn more about the context within which the following questions are being framed, please read the narrative 

document available on our website (click on ‘key platform issues’ page). 

 

NAME: Derek Bennett 

PARTY: UK Independence Party   

PARLIAMENTARY SEAT: Walsall South 
 

 

1.       Anti Discrimination & Islamophobia 

Do you support the establishment of a parliamentary committee on Islamophobia, akin to the parliamentary committee 

on anti-Semitism? Do you feel current legislation is sufficiently robust to protect against Islamophobia? How would you 

campaign over the next four years to combat Islamophobia? 

The law should be equal to all and not concentrate on single religions.  All people should have the right and freedom to 

practice their chosen religion without persecution and the law should ensure that this right is upheld.  

2.       Climate Change & The Environment 

How would you co-opt faith communities to encourage more responsible consumption? How would you work with 

churches / mosques / synagogues and temples to combat climate change? 

 Climate change is not proven and in recent times the figures used by those who have a vested interest in promoting 

climate change have been proven to have falsified their figures and findings.  Green taxes will not stop people using their 

cars or changing their lifestyles and should be removed.  People should not waste food and other items and recycling 

should be encouraged as it is common sense, but there is no need to harangue people in religious institutions regarding 

what is now proven to be suspect science.  

3.       Crime & Security 

Do you feel the balance between liberty and security has tipped too far in recent times in favour of security? Do you 

support the provisions contained within Section 44 of the Terrorism Act? Do you support the use of control orders and 

secret evidence? 

 Recent laws on terrorism are far too draconian and go against everything that British Common Law has ever stood for.  

These terrorism laws need cutting back drastically if Britain is to remain a free country and all plans for identity cards 

scrapped. 

4.       Education & Muslim Faith Schools 
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How might the number of Muslim faith schools granted voluntary aided status be improved? Do you support an increase 

in the cost of tuition fees for university students?  Given Muslim levels of educational achievement lag considerably 

behind the national average  how would you campaign over the next four years to improve matters? 

 All children of whatever race or religion should be treated equally to give equal opportunities to all, there should be no 

bias in favour of one group over others.  UKIP has in its manifesto the reintroduction of grammar schools, the scrapping 

of tuition fees and the return of student grants. 

5.       EU Policies & EU enlargement 

Has the EU been an effective party in the Quartet for peace in the Middle East? Do you support Turkey’s EU accession? 

Do you think the EU has done enough to condemn the Gaza blockade? Do you support French attempts to outlaw the 

niqab? Over the next four years how would you campaign for a firm and fair UK and EU foreign policy ?  What actions 

would you take to support good governance and democracy in neighbour countries bordering the Mediterranean? 

 The best way to have good governance is to ensure the people we elect are those that govern us.  UKIP is opposed to 

membership of the EU which has proven to be ineffective and a financial and regulatory burden to Britain, its people and 

British businesses.  Britain should have its own foreign policy and not an unsuitable foreign policy imposed on it by an 

uncaountable and unelected EU bureaucracy. 

With regard to face coverings such as the niqab, it should be for the people and government of France to decide their 

own affairs.  UKIP has recently adopted a policy of banning the niqab which, like most Western people, I personally do 

not like as it treats women as second class citizens and chattle, I beliee in equality and women should have the same 

equality as men, who are not forced to cover their faces.  Such things belong to the past and are not part of the modern 

world.  However, despite my dislike for such things which demean women, I am out of step with my own party, UKIP, as I 

would not personally like to see them banned but rather encourage people of the Muslim religion to adapt to the 21
st

 

century and integrate with the society in which they have chosen to live by using reason. 

6.       Foreign Policy & Counter Terrorism 

Is the UK government right to exclude Hamas from direct discussions in negotiations for peace in the Middle East? What 

is your view on the UN Goldstone report? Do you think the Arab citizens of Israel are subject to apartheid policies? Do 

you support Palestinians claims of sovereignty over Masjid Al Aqsa (located in occupied East Jerusalem)? What would you 

do over the next four years to campaign for peace and justice for the Palestinian peoples? 

7.       Labour Market Participation & Income Equality 

What would you do to counter workplace discrimination based on religion and race? How would you combat shockingly 

low levels of employment amongst Muslim youth and women? How would you ensure greater levels of Muslim 

participation in white collar and managerial positions? 

8.       Prevent 

Do you feel the Prevent exercise has been a success? Has Prevent skewed the perception and participation of Muslims in 

politics and society through the dominance of a prism of "violent extremism" and terrorism? Moving forwards, would you 

retain or modify Prevent? 
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9.       A Responsible Media 

Is self-regulation of the press effective enough? How might it be tightened? Do sufficient sanctions exist to prevent 

newspapers engaging in absurdly hostile reporting – like recent Daily Express front pages?  

10.   Voter Apathy & Disengagement 

 

Has your party done enough to attract ethnic minorities to stand as parliamentary candidates and if so, why has this not 

translated into a more representative Commons? How would you improve matters in subsequent elections? If you are 

elected, how would you ensure ethnic minority views are regularly listened to in your constituency? 

 


