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To learn more about the context within which the following questions are being framed, please read the narrative 

document available on our website (click on ‘key platform issues’ page). 
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1.       Anti Discrimination & Islamophobia 

Do you support the establishment of a parliamentary committee on Islamophobia, akin to the parliamentary committee 

on anti-Semitism? Do you feel current legislation is sufficiently robust to protect against Islamophobia? How would you 

campaign over the next four years to combat Islamophobia? 

I do support this proposal. I think that current legislation aimed at tackling racism in general is sufficient. However the 

government itself, through the initial stages of the ‘Prevent’ agenda, has been responsible for singling out the Islamic 

community. The media has tended to make matters worse. I would want to highlight the fact that the vast, vast majority 

of the Muslim community are totally opposed to any form of violence.  

 

2.       Climate Change & The Environment 

How would you co-opt faith communities to encourage more responsible consumption? How would you work with 

churches / mosques / synagogues and temples to combat climate change? 

 All faith communities play a leading role in encouraging and inspiring ethical behaviour. I think faith communities in 

Slough are well aware of the evils of our consumer-driven society and our obligations to the poorest parts of the world, 

especially  when considering how best to tackle climate change. I would hope to play a leading role in helping all these 

communities learn from each other. 

3.       Crime & Security 

Do you feel the balance between liberty and security has tipped too far in recent times in favour of security? Do you 

support the provisions contained within Section 44 of the Terrorism Act? Do you support the use of control orders and 

secret evidence? 

Security is vitally important and the government has a very difficult balancing act. However it is undoubtedly the case 

that the balance has tipped to far from Liberty. I support the ruling of The European Court of Human Rights that ‘Section 

44’ is so broad that it fails to provide safeguards against abuse. Indeed we have already seen many instances of abuse. 

Control orders are unacceptable; the government should not be able to put people under house arrest without even 

telling them why. 

4.       Education & Muslim Faith Schools 



How might the number of Muslim faith schools granted voluntary aided status be improved? Do you support an increase 

in the cost of tuition fees for university students?  Given Muslim levels of educational achievement lag considerably 

behind the national average how would you campaign over the next four years to improve matters? 

The Liberal Democrats are the only party committed to completely phasing out student tuition fees. (The other two major 

parties would almost certainly raise these fees significantly.) 

Schools should be paid a ‘Pupil Premium’ for each child from a poor background, so that extra money goes to educating 

the children most in need. It is also important to keep class size down for the youngest, as it is in these early years that 

underachievement starts to take hold. 

5.       EU Policies & EU enlargement 

Has the EU been an effective party in the Quartet for peace in the Middle East? Do you support Turkey’s EU accession? 

Do you think the EU has done enough to condemn the Gaza blockade? Do you support French attempts to outlaw the 

niqab? Over the next four years how would you campaign for a firm and fair UK and EU foreign policy ?  What actions 

would you take to support good governance and democracy in neighbour countries bordering the Mediterranean? 

 It has been impossible for the EU to play an effective part in the push for peace in the Middle East because of the 

involvement of Tony Blair, who I believe should face prosecution for his role in the Iraq War. 

The EU has certainly not done enough to condemn the blockade of Gaza. It is a tragic failure of the international 

community as a whole, and the US in particular, that Israel has been allowed to behave in this way. Nick Clegg is the only 

leader of a major party to call for an end to arms sales to Israel. 

I support the accession of Turkey to the EU provided it meets all the conditions on respect for Human Rights. I am a 

member of Amnesty International, which continues to have significant concerns about a number of issues in Turkey. 

I do not support French attempts to outlaw the niqab. 

The priority in UK foreign policy should be to help all those around the world living in poverty. Two important aspects are 

ensuring that the poorest are not expected to pay the price of Climate Change and supporting Fairtrade initiatives, such 

as the Palestinian Olive grower, who recently visited Slough. 

6.       Foreign Policy & Counter Terrorism 

Is the UK government right to exclude Hamas from direct discussions in negotiations for peace in the Middle East? What 

is your view on the UN Goldstone report? Do you think the Arab citizens of Israel are subject to apartheid policies? Do 

you support Palestinians claims of sovereignty over Masjid Al Aqsa (located in occupied East Jerusalem)? What would you 

do over the next four years to campaign for peace and justice for the Palestinian peoples? 

 The UK government is not right to exclude Hamas from direct discussions. (We supported talking to the ANC in South 

Africa, and the IRA, so there are precedents.) I support the findings of the Goldstone report that both Israel and Hamas 

may well have committed war crimes. 

I believe the UN should administer all parts of the territory not recognised by the UN as part of Israel. All citizens of Israel 

should be treated equally in every way by the state; ie for education, housing, rights of residence etc, etc. 



7.       Labour Market Participation & Income Equality 

What would you do to counter workplace discrimination based on religion and race? How would you combat shockingly 

low levels of employment amongst Muslim youth and women? How would you ensure greater levels of Muslim 

participation in white collar and managerial positions? 

 The answer must be to raise educational standards, so please see earlier answers. It is also important to provide more 

‘English as a Second Language’ classes and encourage as many as possible to attend them. 

8.       Prevent 

Do you feel the Prevent exercise has been a success? Has Prevent skewed the perception and participation of Muslims in 

politics and society through the dominance of a prism of "violent extremism" and terrorism? Moving forwards, would you 

retain or modify Prevent? 

 It is impossible to say whether ‘Prevent’ has been a success; it has alienated some in the Muslim community but it might 

have also achieved some positives. ‘Prevent’ has skewed the perception of some Muslims but it has already been 

adapted and will inevitably need to stay under constant scrutiny and review. 

9.       A Responsible Media 

Is self-regulation of the press effective enough? How might it be tightened? Do sufficient sanctions exist to prevent 

newspapers engaging in absurdly hostile reporting – like recent Daily Express front pages?  

 Self-Regulation is not enough; individuals and groups need far better protection and redress from the press. 

10.   Voter Apathy & Disengagement 

 

Has your party done enough to attract ethnic minorities to stand as parliamentary candidates and if so, why has this not 

translated into a more representative Commons? How would you improve matters in subsequent elections? If you are 

elected, how would you ensure ethnic minority views are regularly listened to in your constituency? 

 

The Ethnic Minorities Liberal Democrats (EMLD) exists to develop the education, participation and representation of 

ethnic minorities within the party. EMLD organises recruitment and training and promotes ethnic minority members 

towards greater involvement in the political processes of the party. EMLD pursues a policy of equal opportunities for all 

and seeks positive action to bring about equal opportunities for ethnic minority members of the Liberal Democrats. 

I strongly believe that the efforts of EMLD will start to bear fruit over the next decade. 

 

If elected I and my team would regularly advertise our availability throughout the year; Liberal democrats are known 

for staying in touch with all parts of their constituencies.  


