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General Election 2010 - Parliamentary Candidate Responses to Get Out & Vote! Key Platform Issues 

 

To learn more about the context within which the following questions are being framed, please read the narrative 

document available on our website (click on ‘key platform issues’ page). 

 

NAME: Chris Brice    

PARTY: Lib Dem 

PARLIAMENTARY SEAT: East Ham 

 

 

1.       Anti Discrimination & Islamophobia 

Do you support the establishment of a parliamentary committee on Islamophobia, akin to the parliamentary committee 

on anti-Semitism? Do you feel current legislation is sufficiently robust to protect against Islamophobia? How would you 

campaign over the next four years to combat Islamophobia? 

I will engage actively in inter-faith relations and Muslim community issues, both in East Ham and in 

Parliament.  I will work passionately to address issues of social justice and to reduce economic inequality.   I 

will encourage all people of faith and goodwill to contribute toward building a peaceful and just society.  I 

would work against Islamophobia, both in Parliament and outside, through the best available means.  The 

Liberal Democrats have supported the Equality Bill which aims to help combat discrimination. 

2.       Climate Change & The Environment 

How would you co-opt faith communities to encourage more responsible consumption? How would you work with 

churches / mosques / synagogues and temples to combat climate change? 

Increasing awareness of climate change is a challenge for all sectors of society.  I was one of the early pioneers 

in the Church of England on this issue.  I will use this experience to work alongside both religious and non-

religious groups to promote change.  I will work at the national level for a green economy with zero carbon 

emissions and seek wide support for this. 

 

3.       Crime & Security 

Do you feel the balance between liberty and security has tipped too far in recent times in favour of security? Do you 

support the provisions contained within Section 44 of the Terrorism Act? Do you support the use of control orders and 

secret evidence? 
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The balance has tipped too far away from liberty.  The Liberal Democrats propose to restore traditional 

liberties through a Freedom Bill.   

Under Section 44 of the Terrorism Act 2000, police have the power to stop and search anyone in a specific 

area.  Previously, police could only stop and search individuals if they had ‘reasonable grounds’ for suspicion.  

The Liberal Democrats are calling for an end to random and disproportionate stop and search which we 

believe alienates the communities we rely on most for the intelligence and witnesses we need to fight 

terrorism.   

 

I believe that the control orders regime is fundamentally flawed and unsustainable. Control orders both blur 

the distinction between guilt and innocence and restrict the right to a fair trial. They allow suspected terrorists 

to be subjected to a variety of restrictions from surrendering their passport to virtual house arrest.  The Liberal 

Democrats have voted against the continuation of control orders on all three opportunities.  We will scrap 

control orders (and particularly the use of secret evidence to obtain them) which have been criticised in the 

courts. We will instead concentrate on prosecuting terrorists.  We will also reduce the maximum period of 

detention without charge back to 14 days, which would still be the longest in the free world.  The Liberal 

Democrats have long called for the removal of the current prohibition on the use of UK telephone intercept 

evidence in court.  

  

4.       Education & Muslim Faith Schools 

How might the number of Muslim faith schools granted voluntary aided status be improved? Do you support an increase 

in the cost of tuition fees for university students?  Given Muslim levels of educational achievement lag considerably 

behind the national average  how would you campaign over the next four years to improve matters? 

The Liberal Democrats will allow parents to continue to choose faith-based schools within the state-funded 

sector and allow the establishment of new faith schools, provided that they develop an inclusive admissions 

policy.  Liberal Democrats favour the phased abolition of university tuition fees.  Liberal Democrats will invest 

a further £2.5bn in education to reduce class sizes and to help struggling pupils.  Educational under-

achievement is linked to inequality in society and I will work passionately to reduce inequality.  

 

5.       EU Policies & EU enlargement 

Has the EU been an effective party in the Quartet for peace in the Middle East? Do you support Turkey’s EU accession? 

Do you think the EU has done enough to condemn the Gaza blockade? Do you support French attempts to outlaw the 

niqab? Over the next four years how would you campaign for a firm and fair UK and EU foreign policy ?  What actions 

would you take to support good governance and democracy in neighbour countries bordering the Mediterranean? 

I think that progress made by the Quartet in the Middle East peace process has been disappointing.  I support 

Turkey’s accession to the European Union and would encourage it to make further progress in implementing 

the EU requirements for entry.   

I think the EU should press more strongly for an end to the Gaza blockade.  During the Israeli invasion of 

Gaza in early 2009, the Liberal Democrats called for a suspension of British arms sales to Israel and for 

suspension of enhanced EU-Israel agreements.  

 

 I marched against the war in Iraq.  I was a trustee and leading volunteer organiser of the Jubilee 2000 

initiative to reduce the debt of developing countries.  To promote a fair foreign policy, I will participate in 
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debates, lobby and campaign where necessary.  I will support international initiatives to promote good 

governance and democracy such as the EU Union for the Mediterranean. 

 

6.       Foreign Policy & Counter Terrorism 

Is the UK government right to exclude Hamas from direct discussions in negotiations for peace in the Middle East? What 

is your view on the UN Goldstone report? Do you think the Arab citizens of Israel are subject to apartheid policies? Do 

you support Palestinians claims of sovereignty over Masjid Al Aqsa (located in occupied East Jerusalem)? What would you 

do over the next four years to campaign for peace and justice for the Palestinian peoples? 

The Liberal Democrats remain committed to a peaceful resolution of the Middle East dispute.  We believe a 

sustainable solution will only be reached in the context of two separate Israeli and Palestinian states, mutually 

recognised and internationally accepted.  These two states must be viable, peaceful, democratic, and exist 

within borders which are secure and based on the situation before the 1967 conflict. 

The Liberal Democrats condemn disproportionate force used by all sides, and urge all parties to reject 

violence. Israel must halt the building of settlements in the occupied territories - an act which is illegal under 

international law and threatens the future Palestinian state. 

The Liberal Democrats recognise that Hamas won a democratic mandate when it came to be part of the 

Palestinian authority.  But we supported the Quartet position that Hamas respect the “three principles” while 

in government.  Therefore we expected Hamas to renounce violence, recognise Israel’s right to exist and 

accept previous agreements.  We are concerned that the demand that Hamas recognise Israel as an absolute 

precondition to any sort of dialogue might be more of a hindrance than a help in finding a lasting agreement. 

 

7.       Labour Market Participation & Income Equality 

What would you do to counter workplace discrimination based on religion and race? How would you combat shockingly 

low levels of employment amongst Muslim youth and women? How would you ensure greater levels of Muslim 

participation in white collar and managerial positions? 

The Liberal Democrats would introduce "name-blank" application forms at the first round of a job application 

process. This would make discrimination based on background much harder and help to overcome entrenched 

inequalities. 

We would go further than the current Equality Bill and introduce pay audits for every company that employs 

100 people or more. Under these proposals, companies would be required to compare the pay of people 

doing equal work. We do, however, welcome the provisions in the Equality Bill which will allow employers to 

take positive action to appoint people from under-represented groups. 

 

8.       Prevent 

Do you feel the Prevent exercise has been a success? Has Prevent skewed the perception and participation of Muslims in 

politics and society through the dominance of a prism of "violent extremism" and terrorism? Moving forwards, would you 

retain or modify Prevent? 

The Government’s Prevent strategy has failed and needs replacing by a more co-operative approach which 

does not stigmatise or alienate Muslims. 



www.GetOutAndVote.info 

 

 

 

9.       A Responsible Media 

Is self-regulation of the press effective enough? How might it be tightened? Do sufficient sanctions exist to prevent 

newspapers engaging in absurdly hostile reporting – like recent Daily Express front pages?  

The right to a free press is a central tenet of Liberal Democrats.  But all media must comply with laws relating 

to incitement of racial hatred.   

10.   Voter Apathy & Disengagement 

Has your party done enough to attract ethnic minorities to stand as parliamentary candidates and if so, why has this not 

translated into a more representative Commons? How would you improve matters in subsequent elections? If you are 

elected, how would you ensure ethnic minority views are regularly listened to in your constituency? 

 

The Ethnic Minority Liberal Democrats (EMLD) exists to develop the education, participation and 

representation of ethnic minorities and others within the Liberal Democrats. This internal organisation is very 

proactive in encouraging, guiding and assisting EMLD members to play a full role in the democratic processes 

of the party at all levels; ensure that formulation of party policy takes due regard of the needs and views of 

ethnic minorities; work towards an equitable representation of members of ethnic minority communities on 

public bodies and in elected public office; campaign and work with ethnic minorities to promote and project a 

positive image of ethnic minorities in the United Kingdom.   

 

If elected, I will work hard to build a stronger local constituency association which would continue to draw on 

the diversity of the local communities.   I will build close relations with such communities to ensure that I am 

aware of their views.  The Liberal Democrats are promoting substantial voting reform (proportional 

representation) which would facilitate a more representative Commons.   

 


