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1.       Anti Discrimination & Islamophobia 

Do you support the establishment of a parliamentary committee on Islamophobia, akin to the 

parliamentary committee on anti-Semitism? Do you feel current legislation is sufficiently robust to 

protect against Islamophobia? How would you campaign over the next four years to combat 

Islamaphobia? 

Current legislation is not robust enough and Islamophobia is engrained in public life as well as in 

public services. It is fostered by MP’s like Jack Straw, whose public debate about Hijabs stirred half of 

Europe into rejecting this Muslim garment. Are we rejecting nuns for wearing the habit?  Jack Straw 

could resolved this argument locally but had to make a big national issue of it, using one community 

against the other thereby creating more rifts and divisions in society. I think that a parliamentary 

committee on Islamophobia does need to be formed because I feel that in today’s society Muslims 

are being victimised in a similar manner as Jews were in the days of Hitler.  

2.       Climate Change & The Environment 

How would you co-opt faith communities to encourage more responsible consumption? How would 

you work with churches / mosques / synagogues and temples to combat climate change? 

Climate change is a serious issue, just as the so called war on terror, if we do not become more 

sustainable in our consumption as well as our lifestyles we will leave a legacy of neglect.  Recycling 

must apply to producers and industry as much as for consumers, I would like to encourage industry 

to use more recycled materials, burning it, creating more pollution and ill health is not a solution 

that’s  sustainable. 

In Norfolk schools children are encouraged to grow their own food on unused school grounds, 

teaching children self sufficiency and how to grow food is an important lesson for the future, we 

must encourage wherever we find it and promote it in any community setting, whether it is a school, 

mosque or college. 

3.       Crime & Security 



Do you feel the balance between liberty and security has tipped too far in recent times in favour of 

security? Do you support the provisions contained within Section 44 of the Terrorism Act? Do you 

support the use of control orders and secret evidence? 

No, the terrorism act discriminates because it can be used as a blanket ban, it denies people access 

to fair justice and keeps defendants and their lawyers in the dark, whilst the accuser is kept 

incognito. Secret evidence is being used to cover human rights abuses. Torture is common practise 

and rendition, using third countries, is covering the tracks this torture takes. 

Totalitarian regimes, such as that of Karimov’s Uzbekistan, are supported by the Labour 

Government, they boil people alive to get confessions, regardless of facts, truth or human rights. 

These torture confessions of totally unconnected persons are then used to perpetuate a war on 

terror. 

I therefore don’t support the use of control orders or secret evidence. 

4.       Education & Muslim Faith Schools 

How might the number of Muslim faith schools granted voluntary aided status be improved? Do you 

support an increase in the cost of tuition fees for university students?  Given Muslim levels of 

educational achievement lag considerably behind the national average  how would you 

campaign over the next four years to improve matters? 

Those in Government, now asking students to pay ever more for their higher  education, have 

benefitted from having no tuition fees, I would support a  re introduction of free education, whats 

good enough for the Scots has got  to be available for us.  Faith schools have been established in this 

country since it existed, muslims should be encouraged by establishing extra curricular activities that 

brings their education up to the same level achieved elsewhere, to cite one good example as good 

practise is not good enough, the average has to rise and that takes commitment from the local MP 

and coordination with the education authorities. 

In fact the muslim faith schools have better records of academic achievement just as the old convent 

schools did. I will attempt to encourage good schools, smaller classes and higher academic 

achievement. 

5.       EU Policies & EU enlargement 

Has the EU been an effective party in the Quartet for peace in the Middle East? Do you support 

Turkey’s EU accession? Do you think the EU has done enough to condemn the Gaza blockade? Over 

the next four years how would you campaign for a firm and fair UK and EU foreign policy ?  What 

actions would you take to support good governance and democracy in neighbour countries 

bordering the Mediterranean? 

Regardless of what an individual can do this is a pan European issue and  Germany as well as France 

will not agree to turkey’s accession until their human rights record, as well as their protracted 

relationship with the Kurds in the east of their country improves or is settled. In my opinion it is 

inevitable one day and it would make the EU stronger as Turkey is the gateway to the Middle East. 

Gaza has been subjected to human rights abuses, it is in effect a large concentration camp, war 



crimes have been committed and the situation is untenable. The Eu and US should exert more 

pressure on Israel to negotiate over illegal settlements in East  Jerusalem and the West bank, which 

in turn would persuade Hamas to negotiate. 

6.       Foreign Policy & Counter Terrorism 

Is the UK government right to exclude Hamas from direct discussions in negotiations for peace in the 

Middle East? What is your view on the UN Goldstone report? Do you think the Arab citizens of Israel 

are subject to apartheid policies? Do you support Palestinians claims of sovereignty over Masjid Al 

Aqsa (located in occupied East Jerusalem). What would you do over the next four years to campaign 

for peace and justice for the Palestinian peoples? 

Hamas is the legitimately elected Government in Gaza and has to be talked to, after all we talked to 

so called terrorists before, a pre condition is that Israel stops its land grab in east Jerusalem and the 

west bank. Al Aqsa mosque is part of east Jerusalem, clearly recognised by the international 

community as Palestinian. As a member of the group of Independent MP’s, I would try and use every 

lever possible to get their support. Whoever gets elected to a hung Parliament would have to 

acknowledge our issue to get the support of the group of Independent MP’s.  Apartheid was wrong 

in South Africa and it is wrong in Israel. Israeli citizens are sick and tired of the machinations of their 

Government, they want the issues resolved. Sadly Israel has never had peaceful relations with its 

neighbours, it is a rogue state without declared borders, a pre requisite of any UN member state, 

except Israel so it seems, it is armed with a secret arsenal of nuclear weapons. The UN Security 

Council should enact economic sanctions to force Israel to the negotiating table.  Until we are willing 

to be fair in our judgements by condemning Israel for their violence we will never achieve peace 

 7.       Labour Market Participation & Income Equality 

What would you do to counter workplace discrimination based on religion and race? How would you 

combat shockingly low levels of employment amongst Muslim youth and women? How would you 

ensure greater levels of Muslim participation in white collar and managerial positions? 

I would start here in Blackburn. If there are over 40% Muslims in a town, then this should be 

reflected in public sector jobs, I favour a gradual change, next to the merit I would argue for 

positively discriminating in favour of a more balanced employment policy in the public sector, 

something local councillors should have supported years ago. The only way forward would be to 

positively discriminate to the muslims with regards to jobs and to introduce tougher legislation to 

prevent discrimination. 

 

8.       Prevent 

Do you feel the Prevent exercise has been a success? Has Prevent skewed the perception and 

participation of Muslims in politics and society through the dominance of a prism of "violent 

extremism" and terrorism? Moving forwards, would you retain or modify Prevent? 

Prevent is failing to recognise the inherent inequalities that exist, it is a blanket of mistrust and 

qualified people with legitimate rights to jobs are overlooked. It is vital that we do not discriminate 



against any social grouping because of our actions abroad. Levels of terrorism here are 

directly related to our despicable actions abroad. 

9.       A Responsible Media 

Is self-regulation of the press effective enough? How might it be tightened? Do sufficient sanctions 

exist to prevent newspapers engaging in absurdly hostile reporting – like recent Daily Express front 

pages? 

No, the only means that exist are libel laws which are skewed towards those who can pay to have 

people shut up. Our tabloids are not responsible and it is part of a debate I’m already engaged in. 

10.   Voter Apathy & Disengagement 

Has your party done enough to attract ethnic minorities to stand as parliamentary candidates and if 

so, why has this not translated into a more representative Commons? How would you improve 

matters in subsequent elections? If you are elected, how would you ensure ethnic minority views are 

regularly listened to in your constituency?  

We are talking to young voters and we are taking part in a debate at St.Joseph Church and at 

Blackburn library later this month. I have two young daughters who are constantly prompting me to 

include young voters and my Face book page is also promoting this vital necessary action. Our future 

rests in the hand of the next generations; it is up to us to keep them engaged. 

 


