
 

 

 

March 2010 

 

 

General Election 2010 - Parliamentary Candidate Responses to Get Out & Vote! Key Platform Issues 

 

To learn more about the context within which the following questions are being framed, please read the narrative 

document available on our website (click on ‘key platform issues’ page). 

 

NAME: Atiq Malik   

PARTY: Independent   

PARLIAMENTARY SEAT: Brent North 
 
 

1.       Anti Discrimination & Islamophobia 

Do you support the establishment of a parliamentary committee on Islamophobia, akin to the parliamentary committee 

on anti-Semitism? Do you feel current legislation is sufficiently robust to protect against Islamophobia? How would you 

campaign over the next four years to combat Islamophobia? 

I fully support the establishment of a parliamentary committee on Islamophobia. However, I don’t think setting up a 

committee goes far enough. There has to be recognition that Islamophiba has been institutionalised. We need to 

recognise that a healthy society is a united society.  

Current legislation does not take sufficient appreciation of the impact of anti-Muslim sentiment and institutional racism. I 

would commission a report on racism in Britain including Islamophobia or anti-Muslim hatred as well as champion 

minority rights.  

2.       Climate Change & The Environment 

How would you co-opt faith communities to encourage more responsible consumption? How would you work with 

churches / mosques / synagogues and temples to combat climate change? 

I will initiate programs that will promote healthy living. I will work with various voluntary organisations and religious 

institutions to encourage responsible consumption and a greater appreciation of the environment. I support legislation 

which in real terms helps to ensure a better environment for our future generations.  

3.       Crime & Security 

Do you feel the balance between liberty and security has tipped too far in recent times in favour of security? Do you 

support the provisions contained within Section 44 of the Terrorism Act? Do you support the use of control orders and 

secret evidence? 

I believe that there should be an effective balance between security and liberty which under the current climate is 

completely imbalanced on the side of security at the expense of civil liberties. Anti-terror laws have been a knee-jerk 

reaction to criminal acts which has created fear in the society.  Provisions like stop and search of section 44 of the 

terrorism Act as described by organisations like the Islamic Human Rights Commission and the Equality and Human Rights 

Commission are discriminatory and racist. It has been costly and ineffective and has only succeeded in alienating and 

marginalising the Muslim Community.  

 

The issue of control orders, it is an outrageous concept which belongs to the dark ages.  

 



4.       Education & Muslim Faith Schools 

How might the number of Muslim faith schools granted voluntary aided status be improved? Do you support an increase 

in the cost of tuition fees for university students?  Given Muslim levels of educational achievement lag considerably 

behind the national average how would you campaign over the next four years to improve matters? 

I don’t support an increase in cost of tuition fees since lower income earners would not have the chance for an education. 

It is important for our future prosperity that every young adult has the opportunity to for a university education. Recent 

statistics show that faith schools show that they serve the community more effectively and we should recognise its utility, 

the choice of faith schools should be an option for parents.  

5.       EU Policies & EU enlargement 

Has the EU been an effective party in the Quartet for peace in the Middle East? Do you support Turkey’s EU accession? 

Do you think the EU has done enough to condemn the Gaza blockade? Do you support French attempts to outlaw the 

niqab? Over the next four years how would you campaign for a firm and fair UK and EU foreign policy?  What actions 

would you take to support good governance and democracy in neighbour countries bordering the Mediterranean? 

 Last September, Javier Solana, the EU's foreign policy chief for a decade, told an audience in Jerusalem: “Israel is, allow 

me to say, a member of the European Union without being a member of the institutions.” How can the European Union 

be considered to be an honest broker with such a statement? There needs to be more transparency and seriousness in 

challenging Israel when it comes to violations of international law.  

Turkey should not be denied accession simply on account of their Muslim majority but should be honestly subjected to 

the same criteria for accession as other countries and the voices for the different EU, Turkish should be exempted 

because of its Islamic roots is xenophobic and unacceptable  

I do not support the niqab ban. I believe that the choice of wearing the Niqab should be up to the woman and the right of 

freedom of religion should safeguard her decision. There should be no legitimisation of Xenophobia under any pretext.  

6.       Foreign Policy & Counter Terrorism 

Is the UK government right to exclude Hamas from direct discussions in negotiations for peace in the Middle East? What 

is your view on the UN Goldstone report? Do you think the Arab citizens of Israel are subject to apartheid policies? Do 

you support Palestinians claims of sovereignty over Masjid Al Aqsa (located in occupied East Jerusalem)? What would you 

do over the next four years to campaign for peace and justice for the Palestinian peoples? 

Hamas is democratically elected and needs to be engaged in any discussion or negotiations for peace since they have the 

mandate to lead. The findings of Goldstone report  

7.       Labour Market Participation & Income Equality 

What would you do to counter workplace discrimination based on religion and race? How would you combat shockingly 

low levels of employment amongst Muslim youth and women? How would you ensure greater levels of Muslim 

participation in white collar and managerial positions? 

I would provide greater access to information about religious groups and minorities which will create a better 

understanding and appreciation of minority and religious groups.  I would look at the root causes for unemployment in 

various communities in regards to lack of educations. I would facilitate adult literacy programs as well as lift the language 

barriers which are impediments to employment.  

 

8.       Prevent 



Do you feel the Prevent exercise has been a success? Has Prevent skewed the perception and participation of Muslims in 

politics and society through the dominance of a prism of "violent extremism" and terrorism? Moving forwards, would you 

retain or modify Prevent? 

 

Prevent has been an abject disaster since it has encouraged spying and mistrust among the community. Organisations 

like the Islamic Human Rights Commission have shown how the prevent strategies are a way to redefine Islam for 

Muslims in a more palatable form.  I would completely call for the abandoning of prevent and other policies that 

exacerbates the problem. 

 

9.       A Responsible Media 

Is self-regulation of the press effective enough? How might it be tightened? Do sufficient sanctions exist to prevent 

newspapers engaging in absurdly hostile reporting – like recent Daily Express front pages?  

Freedom of press should be respected however, there needs to be a more careful scrutiny of the press so that racism and 

targeting of communities should not be a part of the discourse.  

10.   Voter Apathy & Disengagement 

 

Has your party done enough to attract ethnic minorities to stand as parliamentary candidates and if so, why has this not 

translated into a more representative Commons? How would you improve matters in subsequent elections? If you are 

elected, how would you ensure ethnic minority views are regularly listened to in your constituency? 

 I am standing as an independent with a broad platform that should appeal to everyone.  


