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1. In retrospect, taking into view the massive damage on buildings, food & water supplies and 

giving consideration to the numbers of elderly, women and children killed in the onslaught on 

Gaza, do you condemn the over handed action by the Israeli Defence Force? 

 

Any deaths caused to innocent civilians are deplorable and any action that is not commensurate 

with the threat level is of course unacceptable. 

 

2. On the back of recent oppressive decisions on what women can or cannot wear, do you support 

a women’s right to dress in a manner & attire as she wishes? 

 

Of course I support the right of individuals to wear the attire they feel comfortable in.  Of course 

this has to be taken in the concept of what the general public think.  I fully support the right of 

individual ladies to dress as they wish as long as it is their own individual choice and not 

imposed on them by a third party. 

 

3. Do you feel all possible diplomatic means should be exhausted in situations or areas of possible 

dispute or conflict? To what extent would you pursue this? 

 

Diplomatic solutions to disagreements should obviously be the first course of action in every 

case.  

 

4. Where there is a need, would you support planning applications for religious education & prayer 

facilities? Have you ever had cause to not support or refuse any faith school applications? 

 

As you will probably be aware I am a member of Bolton councils Planning committee and have 

and continue to be involved in the decision making process of planning decisions.  Of course 

there is always a need for prayer and education facilities if the local population in the main have 

a need for such a facility.  The more controversial decisions are when applicants try and impose 

their needs against the views of the residents that have to live with the consequences of the 

application being approved.  Of course those that object to such applications have the right to 

table their objections as do supporters of any such application.  The decisions must be based on 

planning law and the need of the community / applicant. 

 

5. Would you lend your support to faith groups to have facilities in place for provision of religious 

slaughter of food (Halaal or Kosher)? 
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I am afraid that I am unable to answer the question as it may predispose any future applications 

I may have to consider. 

 

6. At this time of economic austerity and the significant budget deficit, exactly where would you 

affect cuts in public spending and how deep would such cuts be? 

 

It is vitally important that services to the most vulnerable people in our society are maintained.  

We need to look at ways of maintaining non essential services by working with voluntary sector 

organisations and charity groups that have proved that these services can be provided at a 

fraction of the cost that a council or government provided service can be provisioned. 

 

7. What long term policies do you have to deal with the demands of the provision of care and 

support services for the elderly? 

 

I declare an interest at this point as I provide supported living facilities for the elderly as a 

business.  That said I do feel that any care provision for the elderly must be based on need and 

not an aspiration to save money by the relevant authority / government.  Care within the 

community (i.e. home care provision and support) must be based on need.  I also have concerns 

that the elderly are being discharged from hospital prematurely and in some cases with 

inappropriate care packages. 

 

8. What do you think should be done to ensure that any counter-terrorism and security measures 

are proportionate, reasonable and non-discriminatory? 

 

We have to support our intelligence services and the police in their efforts to protect us all in 

this community.  The security authorities have to be free to act in a proportionate manner using 

the intelligence and knowledge that they have. 

 

9. Do you feel that MPs should be entitled to claim parliamentary privilege when it comes to their 

expense claims?  

 

Absolutely not.  MPs expenses must be transparent and open and MPs need to justify every 

penny spent of tax payers’ money. 

 

10. Do you acknowledge that our current incitement legislation is insufficient to protect minority 

communities? If so, what changes would you propose?  

 

Any legalisation needs to be proportionate to ensure that every community is protected 

irrespective of race, colour, creed, sexuality or gender. 

 

11. Muslim communities are often misrepresented in the press. What legislative or regulatory 

changes would you introduce to prevent this?  

 

All sectors are misrepresented in the press at some time or another.  This will only be addressed 

by having role models within each community portraying a positive image of that community 

either via the media, being involved in politics or voluntary organisations.  
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12. In the light of the war in Afghanistan and military activities in other countries, in which direction 

would you take your future foreign policy? 

 

Whether we like it or not we are now committed to several campaigns in foreign countries.  It 

would be unfair and irresponsible to withdraw from these countries without ensuring that the 

infrastructure is in place to ensure that the law abiding majority are able to constructively 

influence and govern their own country. 

 

Any future commitments to military intervention must be done with the full consent of 

government and the majority of the British public. 

 

13. What is your parties’ view of a sensible immigration policy? 

 

The Conservative party believes that there must be some form on immigration control into this 

county.  This could be achieved by having quotas, as the Australian Government do.  We of 

course should always offer asylum to those people that flee their own country's in fear of their 

lives. 

 

14. What is your strategy to raise educational attainments in our schools? 

 

Parent power!!  If parents are not satisfied with the performance and attainment being offered 

by their local school then they must be empowered to be able to make the necessary changes to 

meet the needs of their children.  In some cases this may be them setting up and governing their 

own schools to meet the community needs.  We must also empower head teachers and staff to 

be able to run their schools, including discipline, as they seem fit and as required by parents 

without the interference from central and local government.  Parent power will determine if a 

school is successful or not. 

 

15. What is the single value or principle that sets your party and its policies apart from the others? 

 

Family values and rewarding success.  We believe in small government and that local people 

know the issues and aspirations of their local communities.  It cannot be right that some people 

are better off on benefits that working.  We should protect the right of the law abiding majority 

and those that are found guilty of crimes through the Justice system must be dealt with using 

the full force of the criminal system. The rights of the victim must be priority. Criminals lose 

their "rights" once they have been found guilty of a crime.  Education attainment must be a right 

of everyone and not dependent on where you live or if you are able to pay for your child's 

education.  Individual communities must be protected and their identity cherished. 

 


