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1.       Anti Discrimination & Islamophobia 

Do you support the establishment of a parliamentary committee on Islamophobia, akin to the parliamentary committee 

on anti-Semitism? Do you feel current legislation is sufficiently robust to protect against Islamophobia? How would you 

campaign over the next four years to combat Islamophobia? 

 I would support a Parliamentary Committee. I believe that the current legislation is sufficient but it what is required 

is a wide educational programme  involving schools but particularly the print media which has been, I believe,  

responsible for a great deal of the public’s misunderstanding. I would be very happy to use my contacts in the world 

of sport to assist the campaign and I believe it is the younger generation of Muslims who can play a pivotal role.  

2.       Climate Change & The Environment 

How would you co-opt faith communities to encourage more responsible consumption? How would you work with 

churches / mosques / synagogues and temples to combat climate change? 

Again, it is young people who need to be the key participants in this vital campaign. I frequently visit schools in my 

constituency to discuss these issues with children and, frequently, when posing the question to them, “what is the 

main problem?” The answer has come back, “Grown ups!”  

3.       Crime & Security 

Do you feel the balance between liberty and security has tipped too far in recent times in favour of security? Do you 

support the provisions contained within Section 44 of the Terrorism Act? Do you support the use of control orders and 

secret evidence? 

This is a very difficult balance to achieve. I believe that all legislation connected with this issue needs constant 

review. Again, it is absolutely essential that young people of all faiths need to be engaged. It cannot be successful 

without the involvement of those whose future is critical. There are certain situations where confidentiality is 

essential but this, again, needs to be monitored closely by independent judges. 

4.       Education & Muslim Faith Schools 
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How might the number of Muslim faith schools granted voluntary aided status be improved? Do you support an increase 

in the cost of tuition fees for university students?  Given Muslim levels of educational achievement lag considerably 

behind the national average how would you campaign over the next four years to improve matters? 

If we were starting with a clean sheet now in modern times, it is more likely that religious teaching would be 

separate from the general education system. The origins of our education system began when Christianity 

dominated in this country. Later, other faith schools were gradually added to the system. I would like to see a new 

debate on this issue and, as a grandad probably too wedded to the existing system, I would demand that the 

younger generation be predominant in the decision making. The argument on tuition fees cannot be divorced from 

the overall debate on the financing of further education. As an MP, I am frequently accosted by constituents who 

argue very strongly that they feel that too much of their taxes is already spent on education. It is, therefore, the duty 

of government to decide on the balance after listening to all views. It is always easy to give the answer “yes” to 

every worthy cause but in the end governments are responsible to the voters. That is our democratic system. I fear 

we would not get the right answer if we used referenda so it has to be government that makes the final decisions.    

5.       EU Policies & EU enlargement 

Has the EU been an effective party in the Quartet for peace in the Middle East? Do you support Turkey’s EU accession? 

Do you think the EU has done enough to condemn the Gaza blockade? Do you support French attempts to outlaw the 

niqab? Over the next four years how would you campaign for a firm and fair UK and EU foreign policy?  What actions 

would you take to support good governance and democracy in neighbour countries bordering the Mediterranean? 

I fear this needs a whole book to cover anywhere the answers to these questions but it should be clear to everyone 

that the Middle East is critical to the future of a peaceful world. A partial answer is not satisfactory but there needs 

to be a substantially increased effort by all nations to ensure there is steady and unyielding progress towards a 

settlement involving all nations. 

6.       Foreign Policy & Counter Terrorism 

Is the UK government right to exclude Hamas from direct discussions in negotiations for peace in the Middle East? What 

is your view on the UN Goldstone report? Do you think the Arab citizens of Israel are subject to apartheid policies? Do 

you support Palestinians claims of sovereignty over Masjid Al Aqsa (located in occupied East Jerusalem)? What would you 

do over the next four years to campaign for peace and justice for the Palestinian peoples? 

 The British government learnt in Northern Island that it was necessary to involve all organisations in talks but many 

of these were held in secret because other participants would definitely have pulled out of all negotiations and we 

would not now have reached a peaceful settlement in Ireland. The lesson is that there has to be as much flexibility 

as possible in order have any chance of success. I have, purposely, no pre-conceived ideas on the detailed issues you 

ask about and the best way for someone in a neutral position like me to help bring peace and justice is to refuse to 

take sides but to encourage others to talk. 

7.       Labour Market Participation & Income Equality 

What would you do to counter workplace discrimination based on religion and race? How would you combat shockingly 

low levels of employment amongst Muslim youth and women? How would you ensure greater levels of Muslim 

participation in white collar and managerial positions? 
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The law is in place but it is lack of thought and knowledge of this unacceptable situation. The best contribution I 

could make as an MP is to use my knowledge and experience of local industry and educational authorities to arrange 

talks and visits to build links. It is also vital that parents and young people are assisted to raise their expectations and 

aspirations. In some areas this is not restricted to the Muslim community but the effort needs to be extended right 

throughout working class communities.  

8.       Prevent 

Do you feel the Prevent exercise has been a success? Has Prevent skewed the perception and participation of Muslims in 

politics and society through the dominance of a prism of "violent extremism" and terrorism? Moving forwards, would you 

retain or modify Prevent? 

 The only acceptable answer I, who has not been directly involved, can give to this is that I would like to listen to 

those with experience of the Prevent exercise. All evidence I have received second hand appears to be that serious 

modification needs to be made. 

9.       A Responsible Media 

Is self-regulation of the press effective enough? How might it be tightened? Do sufficient sanctions exist to prevent 

newspapers engaging in absurdly hostile reporting – like recent Daily Express front pages?  

 No! Unfortunately, our press is struggling against severely falling circulation and this is increasing its determination 

to seek sensationalism to sell papers. I have just been engaged in a year long inquiry by the Culture, Media & Sport 

Select Committee into Press Standards. A free press is essential to our democracy but my patience has been severely 

tested. Again, there is not time to expand sufficiently within the confines of this survey. 

10.   Voter Apathy & Disengagement 

 

Has your party done enough to attract ethnic minorities to stand as parliamentary candidates and if so, why has this not 

translated into a more representative Commons? How would you improve matters in subsequent elections? If you are 

elected, how would you ensure ethnic minority views are regularly listened to in your constituency? 

There is always more to do but the  Labour Party has, because of its basic principles, made massively more progress 

than others with ensuring representation by ethnic minority candidates. Thank goodness, even though cynically it 

may be in order to gain votes, the other major party has finally begun to make some progress. 

 

 

 

 

 


