
www.GetOutAndVote.info 

 

 

March 2010 

 

 

General Election 2010 - Parliamentary Candidate Responses to Get Out & Vote! Key Platform Issues 

 

To learn more about the context within which the following questions are being framed, please read the narrative 

document available on our website (click on ‘key platform issues’ page). 

 

NAME: Abjol Miah   

PARTY: The Respect Party 

PARLIAMENTARY SEAT: Bethnal Green & Bow 

 

 

1.       Anti Discrimination & Islamophobia 

Do you support the establishment of a parliamentary committee on Islamophobia, akin to the parliamentary committee 

on anti-Semitism? Do you feel current legislation is sufficiently robust to protect against Islamophobia? How would you 

campaign over the next four years to combat Islamophobia? 

The fact that Dutch MP Geert Wilders was able to show his anti-Islam film in the House of Lords without a  national 

outcry or any police investigation confirms the need for a parliamentary committee on Islamophobia and that legislation 

currently in place is not effective. There is still a need for laws against incitement to religious hatred, for example. I will 

work with like-minded MPs across the board to review the current legislation and campaign for strong, effective anti-

racist laws so that British Muslims are protected from Islamophobia.   

 

2.       Climate Change & The Environment 

How would you co-opt faith communities to encourage more responsible consumption? How would you work with 

churches / mosques / synagogues and temples to combat climate change? 

Man-made climate change is the greatest threat to the future of humanity.  Action has to be taken now before we reach 

a tipping point and it is too late.  Society can learn a lot from the anti-consumerist values at the heart of our faith 

communities. Organisations in my area such as The East London Communities Organisation (TELCO) bring together faith 

groups for the common good of society, including tackling pressing issues such as climate change and environment, and I 

encourage the creation of similar forums across the country. 

 

3.       Crime & Security 

Do you feel the balance between liberty and security has tipped too far in recent times in favour of security? Do you 

support the provisions contained within Section 44 of the Terrorism Act? Do you support the use of control orders and 

secret evidence? 

I believe since 9/11 civil liberties have been rolled back.  The present Government has used fear tactics to pass a lot of 

laws that would have been unthinkable just a decade ago.  Its approach isn’t just wrong in terms of civil liberties – it is 

also self-defeating. To defeat terrorism we will need active co-operation from everyone, and this is not facilitated by 

curbing freedoms and criminalising communities. So yes, I think the balance between liberty and security has been tipped 

too far in favour of security. I do not support measures such as control orders and secret evidence.   
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4.       Education & Muslim Faith Schools 

How might the number of Muslim faith schools granted voluntary aided status be improved? Do you support an increase 

in the cost of tuition fees for university students?  Given Muslim levels of educational achievement lag considerably 

behind the national average how would you campaign over the next four years to improve matters? 

I will work to give faith schools a greater voice and help them improve links with different educational establishments so 

that they are able to join the mainstream.  This would help allay propaganda and fears about Muslim schools being taken 

over by extremists.   

I believe tuition fees for university students should be abolished to enable equal access to further education for all.  I feel 

giving students greater choice and access to education, good advice and training and career prospects would help lift 

Muslim educational achievements.   

 

5.       EU Policies & EU enlargement 

Has the EU been an effective party in the Quartet for peace in the Middle East? Do you support Turkey’s EU accession? 

Do you think the EU has done enough to condemn the Gaza blockade? Do you support French attempts to outlaw the 

niqab? Over the next four years how would you campaign for a firm and fair UK and EU foreign policy?  What actions 

would you take to support good governance and democracy in neighbour countries bordering the Mediterranean? 

I don’t believe that the EU has put anywhere near enough pressure on Israel to stop building on occupied land. Nor have 

they done enough to condemn the Gaza blockade.  From my recent visit to Gaza I can confirm that life is so hard in Gaza 

that the EU needs to take immediate actions and not merely produce ineffective statements.  Ending the EU-Israel 

preferential trade agreement would be a good place to start. I support Turkey’s EU accession – a large part of Turkish 

history lies in Europe.  

People should be able to dress as they wish – governments should be dealing with the global recession rather than 

scapegoating Muslim women. In Parliament, I will campaign for the ethical foreign policy which Respect was created to 

fight for and which the current Government has buried – starting with the withdrawal of our troops from foreign 

occupations.   

6.       Foreign Policy & Counter Terrorism 

Is the UK government right to exclude Hamas from direct discussions in negotiations for peace in the Middle East? What 

is your view on the UN Goldstone report? Do you think the Arab citizens of Israel are subject to apartheid policies? Do 

you support Palestinians claims of sovereignty over Masjid Al Aqsa (located in occupied East Jerusalem)? What would you 

do over the next four years to campaign for peace and justice for the Palestinian peoples? 

The Government needs to talk to the democratically elected Government in Palestine.  Excluding groups from the 

political process would not help the Government achieve peace in Middle East.  The Government needs to learn from the 

Northern Ireland peace process.   

International law should apply equally to all.  The Government must make use of its seat at the UN Security Council to 

ensure the UN Goldstone report is followed through to ensure there is justice for those wronged by the recent war in 

Gaza.  Where war crimes are committed, the perpetrators must be brought to account.  Under international law the 

whole of East Jerusalem belongs to the Palestinians – and this must be recognised. 
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I have a strong track record in supporting the Palestinian people.  I recently visited the Gaza strip where I was part of a 

convoy – Viva Palestina - that took aid to the besieged people there.  I will continue to raise the injustices that are taking 

place in Palestine on local, national and international platforms.  

 

7.       Labour Market Participation & Income Equality 

What would you do to counter workplace discrimination based on religion and race? How would you combat shockingly 

low levels of employment amongst Muslim youth and women? How would you ensure greater levels of Muslim 

participation in white collar and managerial positions? 

 As explained in the earlier questions (1 and 4) , I will work to tackle Islamophobia in all its forms, and work to improve 

access to education, training and end employment to broaden choices, raise peoples’ skills, and improve career prospects 

– which would in the long term help alleviate the high levels of unemployment in the community.   

 

8.       Prevent 

Do you feel the Prevent exercise has been a success? Has Prevent skewed the perception and participation of Muslims in 

politics and society through the dominance of a prism of "violent extremism" and terrorism? Moving forwards, would you 

retain or modify Prevent? 

The problem with the government’s approach to tackling terrorism is that it does not acknowledge that British foreign 

policy fuels it. Instead, they say, support for terrorism is solely rooted in social deprivation and alienation, or in a 

completely distorted understanding of their faith. In effect, then, more often than not the government has victimised 

Muslims in schools, universities and workplaces.  We need a policy that identifies the root causes of extremism and 

tackles this root cause – and not one which simply follows the Government’s agenda.  

 

9.       A Responsible Media 

Is self-regulation of the press effective enough? How might it be tightened? Do sufficient sanctions exist to prevent 

newspapers engaging in absurdly hostile reporting – like recent Daily Express front pages?  

It is clear that self-regulation in the media isn’t working.  I support calls for the Press Complaints Commission to be 

entirely overhauled to make it effective. New legislation against Islamophobia would help address the hostility Muslims 

face from certain parts of the media.  

 

10.   Voter Apathy & Disengagement 

 

Has your party done enough to attract ethnic minorities to stand as parliamentary candidates and if so, why has this not 

translated into a more representative Commons? How would you improve matters in subsequent elections? If you are 

elected, how would you ensure ethnic minority views are regularly listened to in your constituency? 

 

The Respect party has arguably the highest proportion of candidates from ethic minority backgrounds than any other 

party.  Out of the three main seats we are on course to win at the general election, two of the candidates are of from 

ethnic minority backgrounds.  We are well ahead of all other parties in this achievement.   
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You will see from our policies (http://www.therespectparty.net/) that they are in tune with the views of our constituents. 

And this is why we’ve been so successful despite being a new political party.    

 


