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Hustings are an important way of offering constituency members the opportunity to quiz 
incumbent MPs and prospective parliamentary candidates about their respective party’s 
manifesto for the next election as well as gauge their responses to constituents’ 
concerns over local political issues. 
 
This brief guide is designed to provide you with the bare essentials in hosting a hustings 
in your constituency. Use it as a guide, not a manual. There may be things that are you 
can do in addition to all the suggestions listed below – you know your constituency better 
than others – use that information to organise and host a successful hustings event! 
 
 
Getting Started 
 

1. Check the names and party affiliations of all candidates that will be contesting the 
local constituency seat at the next election and write to invite all to take part in an 
election hustings. Find your local candidates on the party links provided: 
 
Conservative Party candidates: 
http://www.conservatives.com/People/Prospective%20Parliamentary%20Candida
tes.aspx?by=Constituency 
 
Labour Party candidates:  
http://www.labour.org.uk/ppc/constituencies/ 
 
Liberal Democrat Party candidates:  
http://www.libdems.org.uk/in_your_area.aspx 
 
Plaid Cymru candidates: 
http://www.plaidcymru.org/content.php?nID=564;lID=1 
 
Scottish National Party (SNP) candidates:  
http://www.snp.org/people/candidates/Westminster 

 
2. Draft some key questions to give the incumbent and prospective parliamentary 

candidates (PPC’s) some idea of the general themes that are likely to crop up in 
the discussion 

3. Write to them/ email them well in advance – candidates will have a diary-load of 
engagements in the run up to an election and you need to be sure to allow plenty 
of time for them to commit to taking part 

4. Choose a venue and time that is optimal and allows for most people to attend 
5. Inform your local media outlets and invite them to send reporters along to cover 

the event 
6. Book your venue early to allow sufficient time to advertise the event through your 

local mosque during the khutbah, through the mosque noticeboard, by word of 
mouth and via leafleting in your local area 

7. Give some thought to who you’d like to invite to chair the event  
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Making a Difference 
 

8. Approach your local mosque and check if the imam and board of trustees would 
welcome the opportunity to host the election hustings in the mosque – Masajid 
are intended to be the hub of community activity and selecting your local MP is 
among the most important decisions you exercise in your local area. 

9. Contact your local party associations and ensure that party application forms are 
readily available at the meeting for those that would like to fill in an application to 
join a political party on the day 

10. Contact the Electoral Commission for literature on elections, voting and related 
issues, and make this literature available to attendees on the day. Elections are a 
fundamental pillar of representative democracy – it is important that people know 
why registering to vote and exercising the right to vote is a prized asset of life in a 
democratic society. Find more information on ‘Doing Politics’ on this link: 
http://www.dopolitics.org.uk/ 

11. Other organisations to approach for useful literature or helpful advice are the 
Hansard Society, Unlock Democracy and the Local Government Association (if in 
London – London Councils covers the entire 32 boroughs in London) 

12. Remember Local Council elections will also fall on the day of the general election 
to use the opportunity to connect Muslims to different levels of the democratic 
process, from local councillors and council executives to the local constituency 
MP and party association 

13. Consider also hosting an event that invites members of all faith communities 
together to tackle questions that resonate in all religions on social inclusion, 
poverty, climate change, international development aid and faith in politics and 
the public sphere 

 
 
Amplifying your Initiative through Local Media 
 

14. If possible, arrange for the televising or audio recording of the hustings to make 
these recordings available to those that were not able to attend the event. Be 
sure to inform  the candidates that the hustings will be recorded for post-event 
transmission 

15. Nominate someone from among your team to write the event up for publication in 
the local press and make sure it is submitted as quickly as possible after the 
event for the newspapers to still consider it newsworthy 

16. Make sure you edit and send off the audio recording of the event to local radio 
stations, or upload the video footage onto YouTube, in good time for it still to be 
newsworthy and relevant 

 
 
 


