
Anti-discrimination and Islamophobia

Recent years have seen a mushrooming of anti-Muslim groups and hostile sentiment in 
our public and political discourse. The BNP has made no secret of its anti-Muslim agenda 
with party leader Nick Griffin saying:

"We bang on about Islam. Why? Because, to the ordinary public out there, it's the thing 
they can understand. It's the one thing the newspaper editors sell newspapers with. If we 
were to attack some other group – some people say we should attack the Jews … But … 
we've got to get to power. And if that was an issue to bang on about when the press don't  
talk about it … the public would just think we were barking mad."

The virulence of the BNP’s anti-Muslim campaign was ratched up with the two seat gains 
in the European Parliament elections in June 2009.

On the day of the electoral win Griffin in an interview with Sky News said:

"This is a Christian country and Islam is not welcome, because Islam and Christianity,  
Islam and democracy, Islam and women's rights do not mix.”

He later went on to describe Islam as ‘a cancer’.

The English Defence League is a recent phenomenon, leading to the formation of the 
Scottish and Welsh Defence Leagues, all of whom have undertaken demonstrations 
across towns and cities in the UK, sometimes specifically targeting masajid for their 
protests. Protests in Birmingham and Stoke on Trent have descended into violence with 
Muslim property and businesses damaged. There have also been several recent cases of 
arson in mosques and Islamic centres across the country, such as Greenwich and Luton.

The media has not been absent from the anti-Muslim hysteria that has been fuelled by far 
right racist groups. Newspapers and columnists have at times given succour to the views 
of bigots who have sought to rationalise religious and racial hatred.

A recent study by the EU-Minorities and Discrimination Survey Data in Focus report on 
Muslims found that:

 On average 1 in 3 Muslim respondents (34% of men and 26% of women) stated 
that they had experienced discrimination in the past 12 months. Those Muslim re-
spondents who had been discriminated against stated that they had experienced, 
on average, 8 incidents of discrimination over a 12 month period.

 Muslims aged 16-24 experience more discrimination in comparison with other age 
groups

 1 in 4 Muslims experienced discrimination and did not report their experiences any-
where. If this was extended to the entire Muslim population in the 14 Member 
States where Muslim respondents were surveyed, the level of non-reporting would 
translate into thousands of cases that do not reach any complaints bodies – includ-
ing State bodies and NGOs.
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It also found that:

‘Minorities’ [have] low levels of rights awareness in the areas of discrimination, including 
their lack of knowledge about organisations where they can report discrimination 

‘The vast majority of people never report experiences of discrimination either at the place 
where the discrimination occurs or to an organisation that can receive complaints.’

A DCLG report on ‘Attitudes, values and perceptions - Muslims and the general population 
in 2007-08’ found that:

In 2007-08, majorities of both the Muslim and general population perceived that there was 
a lot or a fair amount of religious prejudice in Britain and felt that religious prejudice had 
increased in the previous five years. In addition, all faith groups perceived that religious 
prejudice against Muslims in particular had increased.

The Crown Prosecution Service have complained of the burden of proof required under 
current legislation which hinders its ability to prosecute those suspected of promoting 
literature that incites hatred. Examples include a leaflet which blamed Muslims for the 
heroin trade and a BNP leaflet which showed the ‘Changing face of London’, juxtaposing 
white British females with veiled Muslim women.

Suggested questions:

1. How can we tackle the tide of anti-Muslim prejudice that seems to be becoming 
more acceptably mainstream in recent years? Is current legislation sufficiently ro-
bust to protect British Muslims against incitement to religious hatred and hate 
crimes motivated by anti-Muslim prejudice?

2. Are mechanisms that monitor hate crimes sufficiently well known, like the work-
shops supported by the Home Office on reporting anti-Semitism, so that Muslims 
who are victims of hate crimes are educated in the process of reporting them?

3. Do you support the establishment of a parliamentary committee on Islamophobia, 
akin to the parliamentary committee on anti-Semitism, to eradicate hate crimes 
through accurate monitoring and reporting?

4. How can the mainstream parties effectively tackle the threat the BNP poses to our 
democracy and community relations? Have the parties been brave enough to chal-
lenge the BNP and take seriously the dangers it poses to our multicultural, multieth-
nic society?
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Further information:

EU-MIDIS Data in Focus Report: Muslims

Monitoring Minority Protection in the EU: The Situation of Muslims in the UK
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http://www.eumap.org/topics/minority/reports/minority01-02/eu/international/sections/uk/2002_m_uk.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/EU-MIDIS_MUSLIMS_EN.pdf


Climate change and the environment

Climate change and sustainable development have become bywords of our future 
economic and demographic growth. Concerns with damage to the environment, 
investment in renewable energy sources and reducing our carbon emissions are all part of 
our current economic and industrial development agenda to address the problems of 
climate change.

In 2008, parliament passed the Climate Change Act, which commits future governments to 
the reduction of our greenhouse gas emissions and a global summit to agree an agenda 
on tackling climate change was held in Copenhagen in December last year.

Climate change will have a considerably devastating impact on the developing world and it 
is the greater burden of responsibility of the developed world, which consumes a 
disproportionate share of the world’s resources, to take the climate change agenda 
seriously and invest appropriately for the future of their own citizens and the rest of the 
world.

Suggested questions:

1. Is government doing enough to support and promote responsible consumption? 
How might faith communities help in the endeavour?

2. How might we work better with partners to assure multilateral responses to the 
global problem presented by climate change? And how do the failures of the 
Copenhagen Summit augur for the future?

3. What policies will a future Labour/Conservative/LibDem government enact to push 
climate change further up the agenda and demonstrate a discernable difference in 
policy and outcomes?

4. How might business be encouraged to contribute to sustainable growth strategies?

Further information:

Stern Review on the Economics of Climate Change

Share the World’s Resources
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http://www.stwr.org/
http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/stern_review_report.htm


Crime and Security 

There has been much new legislation passed since the tragic events of July 2005. The 
Terrorism Act 2000 has been amended with changes advanced to the number of days 
individuals can be held before being formally charged with a crime. The Act has introduced 
measures to allow policemen to stop and search individuals citing suspicion as just cause. 
The government has also introduced the use of ‘control orders’ to restrict the movements 
of individuals often citing ‘secret evidence’ for the imposition of a control order. 

The government has also banned Muslim groups in the UK, Al- Ghurabaa, the Saviour 
Sect and more recently, Al-Muhajiroun. Furthermore, the government has moved to ban 
individuals from entering the UK on grounds of their ‘not being conducive to the public 
good’.

The measures taken raised considerable concerns that the balance between liberty and 
security has tipped too far towards unnecessary curtailments of civil liberties without 
returning any demonstrable gains in security.

Recent miscarriages of justice have also reinforced the view that counter-terrorism 
strategy is being applied without due diligence in intelligence gathering and without due 
consideration of the devastation visited on innocent parties whose lives and livelihoods are 
damaged by the process. The arrests of 12 Pakistani men in the North of England for the 
so-called ‘Easter bomb plot’ and their subsequent deportation, as well as the arrest of 
Shaykh Asif Farooqui in Bolton, has raised alarm in communities of the disregard for the 
consequences of unjustified arrest and detention.

The use of stop and search has recently been questioned with the European Court ruling 
that the practice conflicted with Article 8 of the European Convention on Human Rights. 
And the use of control orders by the government is subject of criticism in the Home Affairs 
select committee report which stated:

‘…control orders no longer provide an effective response to the continuing threat and it  
appears from recent legal cases that the legality of the control order regime is in serious 
doubt. It is our considered view that it is fundamentally wrong to deprive individuals of their  
liberty without revealing why. The security services should take recent court rulings as an 
opportunity to rely on other forms of monitoring and surveillance.’

The government has also been advised by the Equality and Human Rights Commission 
that the introduction of body scanners at airports, following the foiled bomb plot in Detroit 
on Christmas Day 2009, conflicts with rights to privacy under Article 8 of the European 
Convention and potentially breaches regulation on non-discrimination policy.

Suggested questions:

1. Has the balance between liberty and security tipped too far in favour of security 
with liberties wantonly sacrificed without due regard for whether it actually en-
hances security? Where should we draw the line in the trade off between liberty 
and security?

2. Will the government revoke provisions under Section 44 of the Terrorism Act follow-
ing the ruling by the European Court that it conflicts with the individual’s right to 
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family and privacy as protected under Article 8 of the European Convention on Hu-
man Rights?

3. Where do you stand on control orders and on the use of secret evidence, particu-
larly in light or recent court rulings?

4. What can be done to improve restorative justice and reduce rates of re-offending? 

5. Is banning groups the best way of tackling abhorrent ideas? And if Al-Muhajiroun is 
banned, shouldn’t we ban the English Defence League and its spin-offs too?

6. Will the introduction of body scanners at airports inevitably lead to profiling 
whatever protestations to the contrary? And do the scanners infringe on rights to 
privacy as recently argued by the Equality and Human Rights Commission.

Further information:

Home Office Statistical Bulletin: Operation of police powers under the Terrorism Act 2000 
and subsequent legislation: Arrests, outcomes and stops and searches

Equality and Human Rights Commission, letter to the Secretary of State for Transport, 
Lord Adonis, on airport body scanners

Reprieve

Cage Prisoners
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http://www.cageprisoners.com/
http://www.reprieve.org.uk/
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/2010_02_16_letter_from_trevor_phillips_re_full_body_scanning_at_heathrow_and_manchester_airports.pdf
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs10/hosb0410.pdf
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs10/hosb0410.pdf


Education and Muslim faith schools

The issue of Muslim faith schools has been on the agenda of late with criticisms levelled at 
the alleged segregation of schoolchildren and communities that faith schools foment.

The presumption that faith schools are inherently divisive has been proven to be a 
falsehood in a recent report by the Church of England on faith schools and community 
cohesion. The report, ‘Strong Schools for Strong Communities’ found that faith schools 
performed better than community schools and foundation schools in advancing community 
cohesion and fostering links between children from different racial and religious 
backgrounds.

The issue of Muslim faith schools is also pertinent given the great number of them that are 
privately funded and are not voluntary aided, thus part of the state sector. The financial 
difficulties faced by Muslim faith schools are only likely to increase as the recession 
endures.

Further areas of concern focus on low levels of educational attainment among Muslim 
schoolchildren in the state sector and the impact of tuition fees on Muslims entering Higher 
Education. 

The foiled Christmas Day bomb plot and Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab’s tenure as president 
of the UCL Islamic Society have also brought the issue of Muslim students on university 
campuses and university Islamic societies under closer scrutiny.

Suggested questions:

1. How might the number of Muslim faith schools granted voluntary aided status be 
improved so that Muslim parents may exercise a choice in sending their child to a 
faith school without fear of incurring prohibitive costs?

2. How will the next government deliver on its education targets when huge public 
spending cuts are on the horizon?

3. How might the effects of rising tuition fees be mitigated so that students from 
poorer backgrounds are not disproportionately disadvantaged in the higher educa-
tion sector?

4. How might Muslim pupils’ educational attainment levels be improved and what role 
is there for faith communities and religious institutions to assist in these efforts?

5. Are Muslim students on university campuses being unfairly targeted and how can 
we ensure that universities retain their reputation for instilling critical thought 
without pandering to the ‘hotbeds of extremism’ narrative?

6. Are schoolchildren being adequately taught and prepared for life in a multicultural 
society? Are the values of tolerance and respect for diversity, as well as citizenship 
skills, being satisfactorily imparted via the teaching curricula?
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Further information:

1001 Inventions

Association of Muslim Schools

Association of Muslim Governors
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http://www.muslimgovernors.org/
http://www.ams-uk.org/
http://www.1001inventions.com/


EU policies and EU enlargement

With the signing of the Lisbon Treaty the relationship between the UK and the EU has 
been fundamentally altered with new institutional dynamics coming into operation. Among 
them is the new post of EU President and a High Representative for Foreign Affairs and 
Security Policy. This latter post is currently held by Baroness Ashton of Upholland.

Britain’s membership of the EU is important not just on account of the EU legislation which 
finds its way onto our statute book, but also for the EU’s role in international affairs. 
Notably, its part in the Quartet negotiating for peace in the Middle East. There is also the 
matter of Turkey’s ongoing negotiations towards EU accession.

The EU has recently passed a directive on the labelling of food from the illegal settlements 
in the West Bank and Gaza to ensure that the Israeli occupation of these lands is not 
advantaged by the preferential trade agreement that exists between the EU and Israel. 
The measure also allows consumers correct information on the source of the produce 
entering the EU.

The EU suspended negotiations on the upgrade of the trade agreement following Israel’s 
war against Gaza in Dec 2008-Jan 2009. 

In the European parliament elections of June 2009 the far right made gains across Europe 
with the BNP winning two European Parliament seats. 

The UK Independence Party (UKIP), which has a presence in the European Parliament, 
recently announced that it would introduce a ban on burqas in the UK.

Suggested questions:

1. Are voters sufficiently informed about Europe and how might debates about the im-
pact on the UK of European policy directives be better disseminated?

2. Are sections of our media unnecessarily hostile to the EU and how might politicians 
counter this prejudice?

3. Will you retain the Human Rights Act (the European Convention on Human Rights) 
to ensure that a bill of rights exists and protects citizens in the UK?

4. Do you support Turkey’s EU accession?

5. What role does the EU play in global affairs and how can it be strengthened? Has 
the EU been an effective party in the Quartet for peace in the Middle East? How 
can its roel be improved?

6. Has the EU done enough to lift the Gaza blockade? Has it used the diplomatic 
tools at its disposal, and if not, why not? 

7. The Lisbon Treaty commits EU institutions to an ‘open, transparent and regular dia-
logue’ with European Churches. Given the multiethnic, multireligious nature of the 
EU, how will other faith communities be included in a dialogue with EU institutions?
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Further information:

European Commission representation in the UK

UK Office of the European Parliament
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http://www.europarl.org.uk/section/your-meps/your-meps
http://ec.europa.eu/unitedkingdom/index_en.htm


Foreign policy and counter-terrorism

Foreign policy has played a significant role in the life of this parliament and earlier ones 
since Britain joined the US-led invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq in 2001 and 2003 
respectively. The issue has been magnified since the devastating bomb attacks in London 
in July 2005 on tube trains and a London bus. The attacks killed 52 people and left 
hundreds of others injured. Several other foiled attacks, from Glasgow airport to the Tiger, 
Tiger nightclub in London, have continued to keep foreign policy at the forefront of 
concerns with domestic security, not least given the justifications given by the perpetrators 
of these atrocities, that British foreign policy has played a chief role in their radicalisation.

From debates on whether our foreign policy adventures have made us more or less secure 
from the threat of terrorism at home, to the patent dismissal of the notion that foreign policy 
has played a role in the radicalisation of Muslims in the UK, to the inclusion of projects on 
Projecting British Islam, Bringing Foreign Policy Back Home and ‘Flying Diplomats’ in the 
government’s CONTEST 2 counter-terrorism strategy, foreign policy continues to inform 
and animate much of the discussion around engaging with British Muslim opinion and 
attitude.

The Government’s feeble responses to the Israeli assaults on Lebanon (2006) and Gaza 
(2008 - 09), extraordinary rendition, cases of the torture of British citizens abroad, and the 
recent cases involving arrest warrants for foreign officials suspected of committing war 
crimes, have all, rightly, stirred political and legal discourses on where foreign policy ends 
and domestic policy concerns begins.

The dilemma fixates on crucial issues such as peace in the Middle East and our role in the 
Quartet negotiating for peace between Palestine and Israel, our democracy promotion 
efforts in Afghanistan and Iraq, and our role in Europe and the world. How are we to 
secure our national interest as a member state of a regional bloc in a globalised world of 
international institutions, transnational socio-political movements and transnational terror 
networks?

Suggested questions:

1. Is the UK government right to exclude Hamas from direct discussions in negoti-
ations for peace in the Middle East, despite recommendations by the Foreign Af-
fairs select committee to include them into the process with a view to making great-
er progress in conflict resolution?

2. How are we progress on peace in the Middle East when the Occupied Territories 
remain occupied and efforts to cease settlement building or prosecute for war 
crimes in Gaza are not rigorously pursued by the UK or Europe?

3. Was the government’s response to the invasions of Lebanon and Gaza sufficiently 
robust and timely to deter grave losses of civilian lives? What of the government’s 
response to the UN Goldstone report, was this acceptable or defensible?

4. Is there reasonable trade off between liberty and security and do the cases of tor-
ture abroad and extraordinary rendition prove that the government has exceeded 
it?
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5. How are we to credibly build coalitions and win consent if we persist in neglecting 
our shortcomings in Iraq and Afghanistan?

6. Is the ‘Bringing Foreign Policy Back Home’ initiative a talking shop or a serious ef-
fort to engage with Muslims on foreign policy and its effects on radicalisation? If so, 
how?

Further information:

Cruel Britannia 

OXCIS speech by David Miliband, ‘Building coalitions, winning consent’ and the ENGAGE 
response

Foreign Affairs committee report - Global Security: Iraq and Afghanistan
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmselect/cmfaff/302/302.pdf

Foreign Affairs committee report - Global Security: Israel and Occupied Palestinian 
Territories

Amnesty International '‘Operation ‘CAST LEAD’: 22 Days of Death and Destruction'

UN Goldstone Report

IPPR ‘Engaging with Islamists in the MENA region’
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http://www.ippr.org/publicationsandreports/publication.asp?id=700
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/specialsession/9/docs/UNFFMGC_Report.pdf
http://www.iengage.org.uk/images/stories/amnestyoperationcastleadreport.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmselect/cmfaff/261/261.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmselect/cmfaff/261/261.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmselect/cmfaff/302/302.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmselect/cmfaff/302/302.pdf
http://www.iengage.org.uk/component/content/article/1-news/349-open-letter-to-the-foreign-secretary-david-miliband-on-his-building-coalitions-and-winning-consent-speech
http://www.hrw.org/en/reports/2009/11/24/cruel-britannia


Labour market participation and income inequality

High rates of Muslim unemployment, among men and women, have been well 
documented in recent years from statistics derived from the Census 2001 to the more 
recent National Equality Panel report, ‘An Anatomy of Economic Inequality in the UK’.

The report found that:

 More than 40% of Muslim men and women have no qualifications above Level 1 
(GSCE grades D-G)

 44% of Pakistani women and 49% of Bangladeshi women are economically inact-
ive

 Male Muslim unemployment is 9%, compared to a national average of 5%

 Muslim Pakistanis and Bangladeshis and Muslim White people are disadvantaged 
in terms of both education and occupational attainment 

 Pakistani and Bangladeshi men with no qualifications experience substantial pay 
penalties (differentials in pay) compared to White British and Christian men with no 
qualifications 

 Nearly half of Bangladeshi and Pakistani households live at poverty level

The report reinforces findings from earlier research on ethnic minorities in the labour 
market, that the problem of penalties, ethnic and unexplained, persists and frustrates the 
upward social mobility of ethnic minorities in the UK.

The report makes for sobering reading and underlines how education and employment 
affect life chances, as well as the problem of passing poverty and poor life chances from 
one generation to the next.

Suggested questions:

1. Is the Equality Bill and the ‘positive duty’ sufficient to address the problems of poor 
ethnic minority labour market participation and reverse the cycle of stagnant mobil-
ity which disproportionately affects Muslim communities in the UK? How else might 
equality be better promoted?

2. How are we to address the problem of youth unemployment, particularly among 
Muslim youth?

3. Given the importance of equality to social cohesion, how much of government 
policy on cohesion has been focused on improving equality and living standards 
across communities?

4. What is to be done to improve rates of labour market participation among Muslim 
women?
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5. What role does discrimination in the workplace play in frustrating ambition and op-
portunities for ethnic minorities? Is discrimination law sufficiently robust to tackle 
the problem of workplace discrimination?

6. How are we to reverse the cycle of deprivation that starts with poor schooling and 
low qualifications? How can we improve Muslim educational attainment and what 
role could faith schools play in this regard?

Further information:

An Anatomy of Economic Inequality in the UK

Open Society Institute Muslims in Europe
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http://www.soros.org/initiatives/home/articles_publications/publications/muslims-europe-20091215
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/pdf/NEP%20Report%20bookmarkedfinal.pdf


Prevent

Preventing Violent Extremism, now known as Preventing Extremism (or Prevent) is a 
major plank in the government’s counter-terrorism strategy and a significant component in 
the relations between British Muslims and local authorities and Muslims and central 
government departments, given the scope and funds disbursed by the programme and its 
aims.

The project began with initial Pathfinder and Community Capacity Building funds made 
available under the then Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, Ruth 
Kelly. It continued under her successors Hazel Blears and the current Communities 
Secretary, John Denham.

Since its inception, Prevent has encountered a mix reception. There has, justifiably, been 
much criticism levelled at the organisations and consultancies that have mushroomed in 
the wake of the millions of pounds disbursed, as well as alarm at the creation of new 
outfits at taxpayers’ expense, eg the Quilliam Foundation.

The project’s allocation of funds for capacity building has been welcomed by a community 
that is under-resourced, such as the Muslim community is, but the conflation of capacity 
building with a counter-terrorism strategy, which is what Prevent essentially is, has 
heightened concerns that fundamental needs to enable British Muslims to play an active 
role in society and politics, through literacy and capacity building, is being addressed 
through the prism of preventing extremism and terrorism.

These concerns have been amplified by disclosures that the Prevent programme is all-
encompassing, drawing in strands of local authority services from education and youth 
services to housing allocation and policing. As well as the more disturbing allegations that 
the programme is being used to ‘spy’ on innocent Muslims and promote an ‘apolitical’, 
quietist Sufi Islam.

Suggested questions:

Is the Preventing violent extremism programme also preventing Muslim autonomy in 
associational life and political mobilisation? Is the programme guilty of frustrating 
independent, critical engagement by Muslims in politics?

Have funds allocated under Prevent been assessed and evaluated for project delivery, 
goal achievement and value for money? How transparent has the funds allocation process 
been?

Have disclosures of spying and misuse of private information under Information Sharing 
Agreements been properly and thoroughly investigated? Can Muslims be assured that the 
mechanisms in place to govern ISAs are subject to the necessary oversight and scrutiny?

Has Prevent skewed the perception and participation of Muslims in politics and society 
through the dominance of a prism of violent extremism and terrorism?
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Further information:

ENGAGE submission to the CLG inquiry into Prevent

Institute of Race Relations - Spooked! How not to prevent violent extremism

New Local Government Network ‘Stronger Together’
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http://www.nlgn.org.uk/public/2009/stronger-together-a-new-approach-to-preventing-violent-extremism/
http://www.irr.org.uk/pdf2/spooked.pdf
http://www.iengage.org.uk/component/content/article/1-news/552-engage-submission-to-the-clg-inquiry-into-prevent


A Responsible Media

With the growing focus on Islam and Muslims in the news, not least with our military 
presence in Afghanistan, the media’s representation of Islam has become a major focal 
point of Muslim concern.

From the media’s obsession with fringe groups and personalities, like Abu Hamza, Omar 
Bakri Mohammed and Anjem Choudary, to the preponderance of prejudicial commentary 
by Islamophobic writers, like Leo McKinstry and Melanie Phillips, the representation of 
Islam and Muslims in the media has become a matter of growing significance and 
particular concern. 

A study by Cardiff University’s School of Journalism in July 2008, ‘Images of Islam in the 
UK: The Representation of British Muslims in the National Print News Media 2000-2008’, 
found that around a quarter of the stories refer negatively to Islam as dangerous, archaic 
or irrational, with only 2% positively appraising Muslims’ acceptance of dominant moral 
values. Around two thirds of the coverage of Islam and Muslims in Britain focuses on them 
as a threat, a problem, or both.

This is consistent with the study done by the Runnymede Trust in 1997, ‘Islamophobia – a 
challenge for us all’, and the findings of the OSI Muslims in 11 EU Cities report which 
found:

 On average, Muslim respondents viewed reporting by local media as more bal-
anced, fair, and representative of Muslim communities than reporting by the nation-
al media 

 Muslim respondents believe that the enormous media scrutiny of Muslims in differ-
ent European countries has contributed to the negative reinforcement of stereo-
types and prejudices

Libel wins by Muslims in recent cases, however, suggests that Muslims are taking a more 
active role in challenging inaccurate, libellous reporting by the British press.

The problem of the lack of fair and accurate reporting on Islam has been compounded by 
criticisms on the weakness of the Press Complaints Commission as a body charged with 
self-regulation of the press. In 2009, the PCC began the first ever review inviting 
submissions on its governance structures to look into ways in which the institution can be 
reformed to improve its working. 

The select committee on Culture, Media and Sport and the Media Standards Trust have 
been two of the most outspoken critics of the PCC’s current modus operandi, urging 
change to its workings if it is to continue to command the respect of the reading public and 
remain fit for purpose.

Suggested questions:

1. How might the PCC be reformed to ensure it meets public standards on fair and 
accurate reporting? Should the PCC investigate claims of breaches of its code of 
practice independent of actual complaints lodged by affected parties?
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2. Is self-regulation of the press effective enough? How might it be tightened? Do 
sufficient sanctions exist to prevent newspapers engaging in absurdly hostile 
reporting – like recent Daily Express front pages?

3. Is widening diversity in the media and addressing the problem of under-
representation of minorities working in the media an effective means of addressing 
mis-representation? 

4. How might widening diversity be promoted to ensure a more ‘representative’ press 
corps?

Further information:

Runnymede Trust - Islamophobia – A Challenge for Us All

Media Standards Trust submission on the PCC governance review
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http://www.mediastandardstrust.org/projects/pressselfreg/pcc-governance-review.aspx
http://www.runnymedetrust.org/publications/17/32.html


Voter apathy and disengagement

In 2004, the Power Inquiry was set up to look into reasons for growing voter alienation in 
the UK and to submit recommendations on how voter participation and political 
engagement could be improved.

In 2009, the Inquiry relaunched as Power 2010 and set out to collect ideas and initiatives 
to reinvigorate democratic engagement and to push for fundamental reforms, chosen by 
the general population, on how our democracy could be made more effective, more 
accountable and more transparent.

On the issue of the composition of the institutions of representative democracy, parliament 
and local councils, the 2006 census of local councillors in England found that 4.1% were 
from ethnic minority backgrounds while 95.9% were White. And while the ethnic minority 
population as a percentage of the total stands at around 11.3% (ONS, Population 
estimates by ethnic group, 2008), a mere 2.3% of the House of Commons is made up of 
MPs from non-white backgrounds.

In 2008, the PM Gordon Brown established the Speakers’ Conference to:

"Consider, and make recommendations for rectifying, the disparity between the 
representation of women, ethnic minorities and disabled people in the House of Commons 
and their representation in the UK population at large".

The conference in its second interim report recommended that political parties publish their 
candidate selection decisions online to make the process more transparent and more 
amenable to ethnic minority participation in the political process.

ComRes in February 2010 published a study, commissioned by the think tank Theos, on 
attitudes among religious voters on the general election 2010. The survey found that:

 55% of Muslims did not vote in the last general election (2005)

 13% would not vote if an election was held tomorrow (2010)

 35% of Muslims are undecided on how to vote

And a report by the Department for Communities and Local Government, ‘Attitudes, values 
and perceptions - Muslims and the general population in 2007-08’, drawing on the 
Citizenship Survey of 2007-8, found that:

In 2007-08 rates of civic engagement and volunteering were lower among Muslims 
compared with the general population, reflecting the younger age profile of the Muslim 
population. However, Muslims were more likely than the general population to feel that  
they could influence decisions affecting Britain and their local area.

Suggested questions:

1. How many candidates from ethnic minorities has your party selected to contest 
safe seats in the election 2010?
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2. Has your party done enough to attract ethnic minorities to stand as parliamentary 
candidates and if so, why has this not translated into a more representative Com-
mons?

3. Are you in support of a party quota system to improve ethnic representation in the 
political parties?

4. Have parties paid sufficient attention to the needs of religious voters? Have reli-
gious communities been sidelined for fear of upsetting the secularists/humanist 
lobby?

5. How can faith communities be brought into the public sphere to improve their con-
tribution to the promotion of ethics in public life and politics?

Further information:

Citizen Ethics in a Time of Crisis

Power 2010

Speakers’ Conference (on parliamentary representation) interim report
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/spconf/167/167i.pdf
http://www.power2010.org.uk/
http://www.citizenethics.org.uk/docs/EthicsTemplateDoc.pdf


Youth 

According to the Census of 2001, 34% of British Muslims are under the age of 16 and 50% 
are under 25.  This makes British Muslims the youngest faith community in the UK with 
half its members 16-25 years of age. Policies focused on youth and youth issues are 
therefore, of significant importance to British Muslims.

The UNICEF report of 2007, Child Poverty in Perspective: An Overview of Child Well-being 
in Rich Countries’, found that children in the UK are the unhappiest in a survey of 21 
industrialised countries. The UNICEF report measured and compared overall child well-
being across six dimensions in industrialised countries: material well-being, health and 
safety, education, peer and family relationships, behaviours and risks, and young people’s 
own subjective sense of their own well-being. In total, 40 separate indicators of child well-
being – from relative poverty and child safety, to educational achievement to drug abuse – 
are brought together in this overview to present a picture of the lives of children.

The report found that the UK lags behind other industrialised countries in terms of relative 
poverty and deprivation, quality of children’s relationships with their parents and peers, 
child health and safety, behaviour and risk-taking and subjective well-being.

The Good Childhood Inquiry launched in 2006 was aimed at ‘renew[ing] society's 
understanding of modern childhood and to inform, improve and inspire all our relationships 
with children’. The Inquiry’s produced a report in 2009 entitled ‘A Good Childhood: 
Searching for Values in a Competitive Age’.

The National Equality panel report into inequality in the UK found that ‘Muslim Pakistanis, 
Muslim Bangladeshis, Muslim White people and Sikh Indians are disadvantaged in terms 
of both educational attainment and occupational attainment’.

Recent statistics into the effects of the recession on the labour market, particularly, British 
Muslims, found that:

‘…unemployment is especially high among young Muslims under the age of 30 (23 per 
cent), which is again higher than the UK average for young people (17 per cent)...The 
jobless rate for the least educated young Muslims - those with no qualifications - is even 
higher, approaching 40 per cent.’

The cumulative effects of low unemployment, low education attainment and poor well-
being among young Muslims leaves many questions of how far and how successful 
policies on advancing equality have been. It also raises questions of how well 
discrimination in the work place is monitored and addressed and what further measures 
could be implemented to reduce and eradicate the cycle of poverty and deprivation in 
British Muslim families.

Suggested questions:

1. What can be done to counter workplace discrimination based on religion and race 
and are the current legislative and institutional safeguards sufficient?

2. How can positive role models be used and expanded to raise the aspirations of 
young British Muslims?
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3. What measures should be taken to ensure young people are not the worst affected 
by the recent economic downturn?

4. Has the Prevent agenda and its conflation of community cohesion with counter-ter-
rorism and security undermined important work in empowering communities and 
young people to be full and active citizens in society?

5. Following the consultation on lowering the voting age to 16, are you in favour of the 
motion or against?

Further information:

Muslim YouthWork Foundation

Good Childhood Inquiry

Children and Young People Now
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http://www.cypnow.co.uk/
http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/all_about_us/how_we_do_it/the_good_childhood_inquiry/1818.html
http://www.mywf.org.uk/

